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Investigative Activity: Crime Scene Processing 

Involves: Ashtabula County Sheriff’s Office / Conneaut Police 

Department  

Activity Date: 06/25/2026 

Activity Location: 613 Orange Street, Conneaut, Ohio 

Authoring Agent: Special Agent Edward Lulla #117 

 

Narrative:   

On Wednesday, June 25, 2026, at approximately 1730 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal 

Investigation (BCI) Special Agent (SA) Edward Lulla arrived at 613 Orange Street in 

Conneaut, Ohio, in response to a request for crime scene assistance. Upon arrival, he 

met SA Laurna McClintock, who was already on scene. 

The Special Agents were advised that earlier in the day, the Ashtabula County Sheriff’s 

Department, along with the Conneaut Police Department, attempted to serve an arrest 

warrant at the residence for one Brandon Butts. Upon arrival, deputies located Butts; 

however, he reportedly barricaded himself in the basement with his girlfriend and 

refused to allow her to leave. The Special Agents were further advised that once the 

girlfriend was able to exit the basement, law enforcement introduced gas into the 

basement through a broken basement window; however, this was unsuccessful in 

prompting Butts to surrender. A confrontation eventually occurred between law 

enforcement and Butts, during which Butts was shot and killed inside the basement. No 

law enforcement personnel were reported to have been injured.    

At this time photographic documentation of the scene was conducted, and additional 

documentation was completed using a Leica BLK360 laser scanner. 

While walking west down the driveway of 613 Orange Street, multiple cartridge casings 

and discarded SWAT equipment were observed.  A total of thirteen, 5.56/.223 cartridge 

casings were located along with fifteen, 9mm cartridge casings.    

An empty Glock 9mm magazine was also located in the driveway, marked as Item 12, 

and collected.  

The discharged SWAT equipment, including pry tools, rams and a shield, was 

photographed but not collected. 
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Upon entering the north side door off the driveway, five 5.56/.223 cartridge casings 

were located on the landing, photographed, and later collected. 

A total of ten 5.56/.223 cartridge casings were located on the stairway leading to the 

basement; they were photographed, documented, and collected. 

At the bottom of the basement stairs, four additional 5.56/.223 cartridge casings were 

located, documented, and collected. 

Also located in the basement, to the right of Butts and leaning against a wall, was a 

camouflage‑colored Traditions .50 caliber muzzleloader (SER# 14-13-058059-00). The 

weapon was found to be missing its trigger assembly, exhibited damage consistent 

with apparent ballistic impacts, and had a reddish‑brown stain consistent with blood.  

The weapon was later secured in a cardboard weapons evidence box (Item #60). 

 A brown-colored soft rifle case was located on the basement floor (Item #58), 

collected, and secured along with two cellular telephones one near Butts’ and the other 

on a dresser (Item #51 & 61). 

Butts was discovered handcuffed in the front of his body. His shirt was open, and 

probes were observed on his chest, consistent with apparent life‑saving attempts. Two 

pocketknives were found on Butts waist apparently left there after a search of his body 

had been made (Item #52 & 53).   

At this time, Dr. Catherine Bishop, the Ashtabula County Coroner, entered the 

basement, and Butts’ remains were removed from the scene and transported to the 

Cuyahoga County Coroner’s Office for a postmortem examination. 

Four projectiles were discovered on the floor near Butts (Item #54–57). A fifth 

projectile (Item #62) was located beneath Butts once his body had been removed. All 

recovered projectiles were placed in envelopes, documented and secured. 

A video camera was located attached to the basement ceiling, marked as Item #63, and 

secured. 

The door at the bottom of the basement stairs was found to have multiple apparent 

ballistic impacts. The impacts were photographed with tape scales placed adjacent to 

them. All impacts appeared to have originated from the stairway side, traveling into the 

basement. 
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A drone was located on a bed in the basement and marked as Item #59.   The drone 

was subsequently turned over to Det. Wolff of the Ashtabula County Sheriff’s 

Department. Det. Wolff signed a BCI Evidence Receipt acknowledging custody. A copy 

of the receipt was uploaded to Matrix. 

All items of evidence were transferred from SA Lulla to SA McClintock, who transported 

them to the Ohio BCI Richfield Office and secured them accordingly. A copy of the BCI 

Evidence Receipt was uploaded to Matrix. The SD card containing the crime scene 

photographs had to be craved by BCI Cyber Unit. The recovered crime scene 

photographs and 3D scan data were later uploaded into Evidence.com. 

SA Lulla secured from the request at 2200 hours. 

 

References:  Reference Item A – Crime Scene Photographs  

                     Reference Items B – 3D Scan Data  

 

Attachments: None 

 

 

 






























