
 

Ohio Attorney General’s Office  

Bureau of Criminal Investigation 

Investigative Report 

 

2024-1755 

Officer Involved Critical Incident - 4500 Block of Sullivant 

Ave, Columbus, OH (L) 

 

 

 
This document is the property of the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation and is confidential in nature. Neither the document 
nor its contents are to be disseminated outside your agency. 
 

Page 1 of 8 Supervisor Approval: SAS Kevin Barbeau #142 1/16/2025 10:54 AM 

Investigative Activity: Interview with Involved-Officer 

Involves: Officer  

Activity Date: 06/18/2024 

Activity Location: 4683 Winterset Dr, Columbus, OH (FOP Law Offices) 

Authoring Agent: SA Matthew Collins 

   
 

On Tuesday, June 18, 2024, at 1306 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) 

Special Agent (SA) Matt Collins (SA Collins) and SA Kyle Douglass (SA Douglass) 

interviewed Columbus Division of Police (CPD)  

who was accompanied by his attorney, Latham Lipperman, from the Fraternal Order of 

Police (FOP). The interview took place at 4683 Winterset Dr, FOP Law Offices in 

Columbus. The purpose of the interview was to gain information from  

involvement in an Officer-Involved Critical Incident that occurred on June 10, 2024 in 

the 4500 Block of Sullivant Ave. in Columbus, Ohio. The interview was audio recorded. 

 read, understood, and signed the BCI Criminal Investigation Notification 

form. 

This report only summarizes the information deemed by the author to be of the most 

relevance to the investigation and does not purport to contain all questions and 

answers from the interview.  Further, this report was placed in a chronology to aid the 

reader’s overall understanding of the information elicited during the interview and may 

not be reflective of the actual sequencing of questions.  It is suggested that the full 

recording be reviewed to clarify any content or contextual questions regarding the 

information from the interview. 

While the involved-subject, Noel Hernandez Cortaza’s (Cortaza) identity was not known 

during the incident, his name is used in this report for clarification purposes. Also, for 

clarification purposes, the term subject vehicle used in this report refers to the vehicle 

driven by Cortaza. It is more particularly described as a green Honda Civic with Ohio 

registration number JFX8729.  
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Narrative: 

On the evening of June 10, 2024,  stated he and his partner,  

 were in a marked CPD cruiser and  was driving. 

had just finished an attempt to serve a felony warrant on 

the westside of Columbus. Specifically, in a search of an associated vehicle.  

stated it was around 2330 hours, dispatch aired a suspect with a knife in the area of 

Georgesville and Clime Road intersection (which was a neighboring precinct). Dispatch 

described the suspect (later identified as Cortaza) as a White or Hispanic male with 

dark hair, running at cars and threatening motorists with a knife. 

 who were a two-man unit, marked on the run. 

Dispatch assigned another unit as well.  said, “Since the run potentially 

involved a violent suspect with a deadly weapon, my partner and I decided to respond 

as well in case the other officers needed assistance.” 

 started driving towards the dispatched location, initially without lights and 

sirens, due to multiple officers already responding. When reaching the intersection of 

West Broad Street and South Westgate Avenue, minutes later, aired they 

could not find the suspect.  believed the suspect had likely left the area and 

the situation was clear. 

began checking the area for the previous vehicle 

associated with the felony warrant. While in the area of Sullivant Avenue, 

aired something like ‘we got him’ or ‘I can see him’ before adding the suspect was 

stabbing his own vehicle with a knife. A moment later, either or  

aired a “10-3, CPD’s radio code for officer in trouble” and they requested backup in the 

area of the Turkey Hill gas station at Clime Road and Georgesville Road.  

stated, “I immediately turned on lights and sirens and started driving to that location.” 

When arriving to the area of Turkey Hill, described Cortaza as a Hispanic 

Male with dark hair, wearing a green shirt. then aired Cortaza was driving 

away at 15 miles per hour (mph) and update the location to Westbound on Old 

Sullivant Avenue, west of Georgesville Road. 

 explained he turned West onto Sullivant from Georgesville Road and saw 

 cruiser in the right lane, just before the train tracks.  

 noted he parked eastbound in the left lane and noticed a green car, believed to 

belong to Cortaza, in the right lane just ahead of  vehicle. The green 

subject vehicle started pulling forward, while  stayed in the left lane driving 

across the train tracks, while  followed as well.  



 

Ohio Attorney General’s Office  

Bureau of Criminal Investigation 

Investigative Report 

 

2024-1755 

Officer Involved Critical Incident - 4500 Block of Sullivant 

Ave, Columbus, OH (L) 

 

 

 
This document is the property of the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation and is confidential in nature. Neither the document 
nor its contents are to be disseminated outside your agency. 
 

Page 5 of 8 Supervisor Approval: SAS Kevin Barbeau #142 1/16/2025 10:54 AM 

explained the subject’s vehicle then stopped about 50-70 yards ahead in the right 

(westbound) lane of Sullivant Avenue. 

 explained  immediately parked his cruiser and he and 

got out.    “Just as I was coming to a stop, the subject suddenly got out of the car. He 

was holding a knife or some type of edged weapon in his (I believe) right hand. I 

immediately got out unholstered my firearm.”  explained Cortaza then 

began walking west along Sullivant Avenue, opposite  direction.  

explained he was to the left along the southern curb, moving towards Cortaza, while 

were to  right (north) also advancing 

toward Cortaza.   

 reported “The suspect appeared to be walking towards a car in the 

eastbound lane several yards ahead. He was yelling incoherently. Officers were 

repeatedly yelling ‘get on the ground!’ Another officer was yelling ‘manos arribas!’ I 

believed that was a command of some type, but I did not know the translation (I 

learned after this incident that it means ‘hands up’).”  noted he could not 

understand anything Cortaza was saying when he was yelling.  explained 

“the suspect continued advancing away from us, toward the vehicle.” then 

ran up “behind the suspect and deployed the taser,” which was not effective, possibly 

due to one of the probes not connecting.      

 continued, “The suspect immediately turned around and started advancing 

towards. He was still yelling incoherently and wildly swinging both of his arms up and 

down while hold the knife. I believed he was preparing to attack us. The other officers 

and I started backpedaling to create distance. But a moment later the suspect lunged 

forward and started running in my direction with the knife raised, quickly closing the 

distance between us. I believed he intended to stab me and that I would be seriously 

injured or killed, and it was then I fired at the suspect. Several other officers also fired 

at nearly the same time. I stopped firing once the suspect collapsed a moment later 

and was no longer moving.”  

Additionally,  noted in his statement, at the time of the shooting,  

“I knew that I could not keep pace with the suspect such that he would close the 

distance in an instant. I believed he intended to stab me and/or the officer immediately 

next to me and that I and possibly one or more officers would be grievously injured or 

killed by the suspect’s attach, and it was then when I fired my weapon. At the times I 

fired my weapon, I did not believe I had any other reasonable alternative to protect my 

life or the lives of the officers from the deadly threat presented by the suspect’s 

actions.”   
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 reported  

“I fired those rounds in rapid succession. I would estimate only 2-3 seconds passed 

between my first and last shot. I fired in a northwesterly direction. I believe I used my 

sights and that I fired with a two-handed (right strong) grip. My target was the 

suspect’s center mass. My backdrop was an open field north of Sullivant Avenue; there 

were no vehicles or people in my backdrop at the times I fired.”  

 was uncertain if his gun’s light was on when he fired.  estimated  

Cortaza to be approximately 10 feet away when  started firing, though 

Cortaza continued to close the distance before he collapsed. SA Douglass asked  

 if he was the closest to Cortaza at the time he was 10 feet away or was another 

officer closer.  replied “I believe, initially there was someone else closer, but 

when he cut south across the the uh yellow line, that divides the roadway, when he 

went from the westbound to the eastbound lanes, he was closest to  and I.” 

 reported Cortaza then fell onto his stomach, facing  with both 

arms out in front of him, still holding the weapon in his right hand. While covering 

Cortaza,  reported he put his foot on Cortaza’s right arm so he could not 

use the weapon. SA Collins asked  what he meant when he said 

‘Cover.’   explained he “essentially held my, held my weapon on the suspect, 

if he were to get up and attempt another attack, while other officers were trying to 

handcuff and secure him.”  explained he “grabbed the weapon from his 

hand” tossing it several feet away, so Cortaza could not access it.  noted 

that was the only time he touched the weapon and did not see any other officer on 

scene touch it. SA Collins asked  to describe the edged weapon.  

noted the edged weapon “had some sort of what looked like brass knuckles and on 

one end of it…when I threw it, it sounded like metal hitting the ground.” SA Collins 

asked  if the weapon broke into pieces when he threw it.  

replied, “I don’t believe it broke, I don’t know.”  described the end of the 

knife to have “three” loops on the end, where three fingers could be inserted. SA 

Collins asked  if Cortaza had his fingers looped in the in and  

replied “No, uh, it appeared to me that he was holding it like a knife, like he was ready 

to stab something,” describing it as an overhand hold. 

 explained after the shooting, he noticed Cortaza had “several gunshot 

wounds.” While  provided cover, the other officers checked Cortaza for 

additional weapons and handcuffed him.  said he observed officers started 

to render Cortaza aid.  then noticed was 

also on scene; however, it was unknown to  when rrived. 
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 then helped secure the scene with police crime scene tape.  

explained a sergeant collected his body worn camera (BWC) as evidence and he and 

other officers were transported to 10 Substation. 

 reported in his statement  

“I know now I fired nine rounds during this incident.”  

SA Collins asked  how he knew he fired nine (9) rounds.  noted 

after the medics arrived to treat the suspect,  

“I reloaded my weapon; before I left the scene, though, I loaded my original, now 

partially loaded magazine back into my weapon.”  

 explained when reloading “there was, there would have been nine rounds 

left in it, so our mags hold 17, plus one is 18, nine rounds left, means I fired nine” 

explaining the extra round was the one in the chamber.  explained he 

counted the rounds that same night of the incident, before BCI took his firearm as 

evidence. SA Douglass asked  when he switched back to his original 

magazine, did he have to rack the slide or did he just swap magazines.  

replied “no, I just swapped mags because there was already a round in the chamber 

from the original mag.” SA Douglass asked  in the moment, did he believe 

he fired nine rounds.  replied, “in the moment I didn’t believe I fired nine, 

uh, it was maybe a couple less.” 

SA Collins asked  if he believed his actions were consistent with his training 

and  replied, “yes sir.” 

 discovered the identity of the suspect, Cortaza, after the incident.  

 reported he does not know Cortaza, nor did he believe he has ever previously 

encountered him. 

 noted he has since reviewed his BWC footage of the shooting and realized 

his light on his firearm was indeed on.  also discovered his driving route to 

the scene, after officers located Cortaza, was slightly different than he originally 

reported. Additionally,  discovered deployed his Taser a 

second time, as Cortaza was walking back towards the officers; however, it was not 

effective.  noted he originally thought was standing to his 

right/north when confronting Cortaza; however, it was actually  in that 

position. 

The interview concluded at approximately 1332 hours. 
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The interview was audio recorded. The audio recording was attached to this report. 

The signed BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form and  written statement 

are also attached to this report. Please see the attachments for further details. 

 

References: 

None 

 

Attachments: 

1-  Statement_CIN 

2- 2024-06-18  Interview_Audio 




















