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 said the driver of the armored vehicle maneuvered the vehicle through the 

parking lot of the Rodeway Inn and eventually pushed the subject’s vehicle out of the 

way. During that time,  said none of the officers inside the vehicle 

opened the small ports on the side of the vehicle. These small ports were described 5-

6” holes that SWAT officers could use to aim their firearms through. These ports 

provided a means to operate, but also a point of vulnerability should the subject have 

fired at the vehicle.  

Once the armored vehicle repositioned itself in front of Room #220,  

said it was difficult to see inside due to the window glare on the large window of Room 

#220. To solve this issue, one of the OSHP SRT team members inside the armored 

vehicle began firing less lethal rounds to knock out the window.  

The window took some time to break. During that time,  was aiming his 

rifle through the center port of the armored vehicle. As the window slowly broke apart, 

he was able to see more and more of the interior of Room #220. First, he was able to 

see a bed with a large mound of blankets and pillows lying on top of it. He then began 

seeing small amounts of movement that appeared to be a person moving behind the 

bed.  

The OSHP trooper continued to shoot out the window with the less-lethal rounds. 

Eventually, the entire window was shattered, and  could clearly see 

inside. He noticed the bathroom light on, but did not recall any other lighting inside.  

Officers on scene were given the command by Canton Regional SWAT Commander 

Captain Marino to shoot whenever they had a line of sight.  

 continued to aim his rifle through the center port of the armored 

vehicle. He was aiming in the general direction of Room #220. He then saw the left 

hand of the subject come over the mound of blankets and pillows on the bed pointing 

a gun in the direction of .  began firing his rifle in the 

general area of the bed/mound of blankets and pillows. This was the area where he 

believed the subject to be based upon the location of the subject’s arm and a small 

portion of his head. After  fired his weapon, he recalled announcing it to 

the other officers inside the armored vehicle.  believed he fired his rifle 

approximately 7-9 times.  

Other officers on scene stated that they believed they saw a portion of the subject’s 

body on the ground near the foot of the bed. The SWAT team then began formulating a 

plan to launch their ground drone to enter the room first.  said the 

ground drone became stuck, so a few flash bangs were utilized in an effort to gain a 
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response from the subject. Eventually, the ground drone was able to navigate into the 

room and confirmed the subject was down on the ground and no longer a threat. 

A few members of the Canton SWAT team entered the room to detain the subject and 

render first aid.  remained in the armored vehicle during the entirety of 

the incident.  

 feared for his safety and the safety of other officers on scene. Although 

 was behind cover in the armored vehicle, he was still exposed in the 

area of the open port. He stated, “I was concerned, I was definitely worried… I don’t 

know how good of a shot this guy is… you can hit a five inch hole pretty far out” 

[29:00]. He did not learn that another officer had been shot until after the shooting 

incident occurred.  

 was unsure how many rounds in total were fired during the incident. He 

explained that it was difficult to hear from inside the armored vehicle.  

also did not provide any commands to the subject prior to firing his weapon. He again 

explained that any command he could have given would have been muffled by the 

armored vehicle and would not have been heard by the subject or anyone else on the 

outside of the vehicle. 

 had no previous encounters with the subject, nor had he ever 

responded to the location before. He indicated the Rodeway Inn was not in his normal 

area of jurisdiction.  

The interview concluded at approximately 0955 hours. 

The interview was audio recorded. The audio recording was attached to this report. 

The signed BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form is also attached to this report. 

Please see the attachments for further details. 
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