
 

Ohio Attorney General’s Office  

Bureau of Criminal Investigation 

Investigative Report 

 

2026-2448 

Officer Involved Critical Incident - 613 Orange Street, 

Conneaut, Ohio 44030 Ashtabula County (L) 

 

 

This document is the property of the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation and is confidential in nature. Neither the 

document nor its contents are to be disseminated outside your agency except as provided by law - a statute, an 

administrative rule, or any rule of procedure. 

 

Page 1 of 2 Supervisor Approval: SAS Charles Moran #67 8/20/2026 3:18 PM 

Investigative Activity: Personnel File Review –  

Involves:  (S) 

Activity Date: 07/29/2026 

Activity Location: BCI – Richfield  

Authoring Agent: SA Daniel P. Boerner #135 

   
Narrative: 

On Monday, June 29, 2026, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) Special Agent 

(SA) Dan Boerner (SA Boerner) received the personnel file for  

from Conneaut Police Department (CPD) Chief Michael Bertolasio. On 

Wednesday, July 29, 2026, SA Boerner reviewed the personnel file and noted the 

following:  

Personnel File 

 personnel file consisted of commendation(s), employment records, 

and training records. 

 was sworn in as a full-time Conneaut Police Department (CPD) police 

officer on  

Prior to his employment with the CPD,  was employed by the Ashtabula 

County Sheriff’s Office and Ashtabula City Police Department. 

No discipline related to the use of force was located within the personnel files. 

Range Qualification Records 

On 06/23/2026,  completed the annual firearm qualification with a 

Glock 19, 9mm, SN: . This was the same firearm used during the incident. 

Ohio Peace office Training Academy/Commission Records 

In addition to the records received from CPD, SA Boerner also obtained the Ohio Peace 

Officer Training Commission (OPOTC) and Ohio Peace Officer Training Academy 

(OPOTA) records for . The OPOTC/OPOTA records indicated the 

following: 

1. Basic Training 
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 completed the Ohio Peace Officer Training Academy at the Ashtabula 

County Police Training School   was certified as a peace 

officer on (Cert# ).  

2. Advanced Training 

 completed the following courses: 

 Close Quarter Concepts for Patrol, 11/25/2025 

 Search and Seizure/Search Warrants, 10/10/2024 

 Officer Safety, 10/10/2024 

 Responding to Mental Health Issues, 10/10/2024 

 Legal Updates, 10/10/2024 

 Response to Active Threat, 07/07/2022 

 Use of Force, Liability, and Standards, 12/08/2020 

 Judgmental Firearms Simulator, 10/02/2014 

It should be noted that the above-listed courses are not a complete list. Only those 

courses deemed to be most relevant were noted above. 

The personnel file, OPOTC/OPOTA records, and qualification records were uploaded to 

Matrix and attached to this report. Please refer to the attachments for further details. 

 

References: 

 None 

Attachments: 

1.  Personnel - OPOTA Records 
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Course Title Start Date End Date

Close Quarter Concepts for Patrol (16 Hrs.) 11/24/2025 11/25/2025

Human Trafficking Investigations (OCIC) 8/27/2025 8/28/2025

Sexual Assault Investigations (OCIC) 8/26/2025 8/27/2025

Opiate Overdose Death Investigations Training Seminar 11/17/2017 11/17/2017

Policing in the 21st Century 6/21/2016 6/21/2016

Judgmental Firearms Simulator 9/30/2014 10/2/2014

Judgmental Driving Simulator 9/30/2014 10/2/2014

Precision Rifle - Workshop 9/24/2014 9/24/2014

Electronic Surveillance Workshop 9/18/2014 9/18/2014

Precision Rifle Operator 7/22/2013 7/26/2013

Managing Criminal Investigations 5/29/2012 5/30/2012

Electronic Surveillance 1/30/2012 1/31/2012

Law Enforcement Officer Flying Armed 2/25/2011 2/25/2011

State and Local Law Enforcement Training Symposium (SLLETS) 11/2/2010 11/4/2010

Senate Bill 77 8/2/2010 8/2/2010

MCTFC - Interviews and Body Language 4/27/2010 4/27/2010

ADAP/SFST Instructor Update 1/22/2009 1/22/2009

Crime Scene And Evidence Photography 6/23/2008 6/27/2008

Basic Photography 4/7/2008 4/11/2008

Arrest, Search & Seizure 11/19/2007 11/20/2007

Bloodstain Evidence 10/15/2007 10/19/2007

ADAP Instructor (Alcohol Detection And Prosecution) 6/4/2001 6/8/2001

Spanish For Law Enforcement ( Level I ) 2/7/2001 2/9/2001

Bulletproof Mind 1/22/2001 1/22/2001
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Course Title Start Date End Date

ODH Alcohol Testing - BAC Datamaster Senior Operator 11/6/2000 11/7/2000

ADAP (Alcohol Detection And Prosecution) 6/5/2000 6/8/2000

LMS Training Records

Date Completed Course Title Officer Number Officer

1/17/2026 Clandestine Drug Lab Recertification/Refresher

9/8/2025 Ethics Law - 2025

7/9/2024 Clandestine Drug Lab Recertification/Refresher

1/4/2021 Clandestine Drug Lab Recertification/Refresher Module 7

1/4/2021 Clandestine Drug Lab Recertification/Refresher Module 6

1/3/2021 Clandestine Drug Lab Recertification/Refresher Module 5

12/30/2020 Clandestine Drug Lab Recertification/Refresher Module 4

12/30/2020 Clandestine Drug Lab Recertification/Refresher Module 3

12/30/2020 Clandestine Drug Lab Recertification/Refresher Module 2

12/30/2020 Clandestine Drug Lab Recertification/Refresher Module 1

12/10/2020 Procedural Justice and Police Legitimacy

12/10/2020 Disability Training for First Responders

12/9/2020 Dose of Reality: We've Got a Problem (Module 2 of 5)

12/9/2020 Use of Force, Liability and Standards

12/8/2020 Ethics and Professionalism

12/8/2020 Terrorism Awareness

12/8/2020 Street Smart Series: Concealment

12/8/2020 Missing Children Clearinghouse

12/8/2020 Crimes Against Children

12/7/2020 Victims with Special Needs
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**The advanced training records listed above reflect ONLY THOSE trainings the peace officer scheduled through OPOTA. Records reflecting
advanced training conducted by the peace officer's agency, or conducted by another organization, are not maintained by OPOTC. Requests for any
such records should be directed to the peace officer's employing agency or the organization who conducted the training.

***Officer separation reasons are displayed only for separations that occurred on 7/1/2021 or later. For separations prior to 7/1/2021 this information
may be obtained by submitting a public records request through the OPOTA Public Records Portal under "Request other records".





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































SWAT Training 

January 21, 2026 

Topic:  Applicant Interviews/NFDD Training/KBT Review 

Location: APD 

Instructor: Lt Erwin/Ptl T Rose 

 

Attendance:          Absent: 

Aaron McCracken Tony Tulino  Don Martin    Mike Bernato 

Terry Tulino  Tim Rose  Bobby Gifford     

Matt Burgett   Brandon Zukoski  Lenny Emch       

Dan Pinkett  Curt Distel  Jason Erwin 

Antonio Feralo  Jason Rivers   

          

Agenda 

0700 – 0730 

Housekeeping  

0730-1100 

Two applicants (Shane Posey APD and ) were interviewed as applicants to join the 

Team.  Both applicants were questioned extensively regarding their decision making, professional 

history and aspirations, their expectations of the team and the teams expectations of them. 

Both applicants answered all lines of questioning with appropriate answers and both have extensive 

past professional experience and training.  Applicants participated in a skills assessment and proved 

physically capable and proficient in weapon handling. 

Both applicants will be accepted onto the team. 

1100-1200 

Lunch 

1200-1400 

NFDD classroom lecture training.  Practical exercise will be conducted at a later date with Chemical 

Agent deployment training. 

1400-1500 

Review of the Kinteic Breaching Tool operation and safety presentation. 



SWAT Training 

February 18, 2026 

Topic:  Room Clearing /Active Threat Response 

Location: CPD 

Instructor: Ptl T Rose 

 

Attendance:          Absent: 

Tony Tulino  Don Martin  Lenny Emch   Mike Bernato 

Terry Tulino  Tim Rose      Aaron McCracken 

Bobby Gifford  Brandon Zukoski      Matt Burgett  

Dan Pinkett  Curt Distel      Jason Erwin 

Antonio Feralo  Jason Rivers   

 

0700-1100 

Worked on single room entries as solo officer and progressed to full team entries. 

 

1100-1200 

Lunch 

 

1200-1500 

Response to stimulus in small units, link-ups, multiple small units response 

 



SWAT Training 

March 12, 2026 

Topic:  Pepperball / Active Shooter Drill / Chemical Agents 

Location: APD 

Instructor: Lt Erwin 

 

Attendance:         Absent: 

Aaron McCracken Tony Tulino  Mike Bernato   Don Martin  

Terry Tulino  Bobby Gifford  Jason Rivers   Tim Rose   

Matt Burgett   Brandon Zukoski  Lenny Emch    Curt Distel   

Dan Pinkett  Jason Erwin   Antonio Feralo     

   

          

Agenda 

0700 – 0900 

Pepperball certification 

 

0900-1100 

Active shooter drill with Ashtabula Area City Schools.  Using a GunshotBox, the Erie Elementary school’s 

gunshot detector was activated and the school went into a lockdown.  Several roleplayers were used as 

suspect/victims.  Patrol units responded initially followed by SWAT units.  Officers worked well in small 

teams, however major deficiencies were discovered in communications and no one taking charge as 

incident commander or setting up a command post.  This caused a cascading effect in lack of a 

coordinated response from officers and a delay in assembling a Rescue Taskforce to treat casualties. 

 

1100-1200 Lunch 

 

1200-1500 

Chemical Agent certification 

 



SWAT Training 

April 15, 2026 

Topic:  LL Munitions / Firearms 

Location: APD 

Instructor: Lt Erwin / Ptl Rose 

 

Attendance:         Absent: 

Matt Burgett  Dan Pinkett     Mike Bernato 

Terry Tulino  Tim Rose     Don Martin 

Tony Tulino  Bobby Gifford     Brandon Zukoski 

Antonio Feralo  Jason Erwin     Lenny Emch 

(Firearms only)    

Curt Distel (Firearms only) 

Aaron McCracken (Firearms only)       

Jason Rivers (Firearms only)    

              

Agenda 

0700-0800 

Saybrook Fire Department conducted a gas mask fit test for all members present.  Results showed failed 

seals in all masks.  Recommendations to replace with updated masks. 

0800-1100 

Less Lethal Impact Munitions annual training. 

1100-1200  

Lunch 

1200-1500 

Pistol and Patrol Rifle fundamentals. 





SWAT Training 

June 17, 2026 

Topic:  Breaching/Tubular Assaults 

Location: Geneva Fire Training Building 

755 Austin Rd 

Instructor: Lt Erwin 

 

Attendance:         Absent: 

Matt Burgett  Dan Pinkett     Mike Bernato 

Terry Tulino  Brandon Zukoski    Tony Tulino  

Jason Erwin  Don Martin     Bobby Gifford 

Antonio Feralo        Lenny Emch 

       Tim Rose 

Aaron McCracken        Curt Distel  

         Jason Rivers     

              

Agenda 

0700-0800 

Housekeeping, discussion of previous months training as well as various classes and takeaways from the 

Ohio Tactical Officers Association’s Conference. 

0800-0930 

Manual breaching.  FF Burgett instructed on techniques and proper form for using a breaching ram as 

well as breaching with a Halligan. Members manually breached a training door (both inswing and 

outswing) using various Halligans and rams. 

 

0930-1100 & 1200-1330 

Tubular Assaults -   

The team moved to the Geneva City Bus garage and had access to a city school bus for training.  Tactics 

trained were derived from NTOAs Hostage Rescue program as well as training received at the OTOA 

training conference. 



The first phase of dealing with an incident on a bus/train would be to contain, isolate and negotiate 

when appropriate.  However, when the need arises and an immediate response is required (such as 

active assailant or medical emergencies) an assault plan must be prepared. 

Officers were trained in the following response, which is scalable and flexible based upon number of 

assailants, number of operators available, and available equipment: 

Ladder teams, consisting of three operators, breach windows and an operator scales a ladder gaining a 

view into the passenger side of the bus while being ready with a long gun.  Simultaneously,  NFDDs are 

to be deployed either above or on the driver’s side of the bus. 

A three man element consisting of two breachers and a cover officer force the door open and an entry 

team enters the bus. 

Various options for the entry team were trained which are all dependent upon what the operators 

encounter once inside the bus.  One of the options include the first two entry operators posting in seats 

1&2 (or near) with long guns gaining a stable platform to engage a suspect if necessary quickly. The 

remaining operators move to the rear of the bus seeking the assailant. 

One other option would be the first officers drive to the rear of the bus immediately seeking the 

assailant. 

Once the assailant is apprehended they will be held in place while the remaining occupants are escorted 

off the bus. 

All members present trained both of these options and had reps performing each individual assignment 

involved. 

 

1330-1500 

Operators worked on building approaches from the cover of armor, low light building searches, and 

building searches while wearing gas masks in a smoky environment. 


