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Investigative Activity: Review of Autopsy 

Involves: James Vanest (S) 

Activity Date: 07/11/2025 

Activity Location: BCI - Richfield 

Authoring Agent: SA Allison Fletcher 

   
Narrative: 

On Wednesday, June 25, 2025, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) Special 

Agent Supervisor (SAS) Matthew Armstrong received an email from the Stark County 

Coroner's Office. The correspondence consisted of the autopsy report for James Vanest 

(Vanest).  

Special Agent (SA) Allison Fletcher reviewed the report and noted the following:  

The documentation provided included the following: 

- Stark County Coroner’s Investigative Report 

- Death Certificate for Vanest 

- Cuyahoga County Medical Examiner’s Office (CCMEO) Autopsy Report 

- Cuyahoga County Regional Forensic Science Laboratory Toxicology Report 

This autopsy report was authored by Harry Campbell, Chief Investigator for the Stark 

County Coroner’s Office and Chief Deputy Coroner, Anthony Bertin.   

The "CAUSE OF DEATH" for Vanest was listed as “  

" The "MANNER OF DEATH" was listed as  
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The information deemed to be the most relevant to this inquiry is summarized below 

for the convenience of the reader. However, as the author is not a doctor, it is 

suggested that the report be viewed in its entirety to ensure no pertinent information 

has been omitted or described out-of-context. 

A death certificate was included in the report and listed to “time of death” for Vanest as  

hours on page 4. The doctor who certified the death was Ronald Robert Rusnak, MD.  
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The autopsy was performed on November 19, 2024, at 0900 hours by Daniel Sullivan, 

MD.  

 

The “DIAGNOSIS” section of the report listed the following relevant information:  
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The "EXTERNAL EXAMINATION" section contained the following information:  
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There was evidence of medical intervention based upon four electrocardiogram pads 

observed on the torso and upper extremities (Page 8). 

“EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL EVIDENCE OF RECENT INJURY” has also been included 

below.  
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The “TOXICOLOGY REPORT” contained the following pertinent information:  
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The autopsy report received is attached to this report. Please refer to the attachment 

for the full details. 
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