






"I observed a tan Buick turn on to Access Road from Rosedale. Another officer, who
had been at the front of the house, told us to get that person out of the car.

 and I started to approach the vehicle. I observed the suspect holding a
shotgun. He was pointing the shotgun in the air; I could not see his hands. I took a few
steps back and took cover behind the driver’s door of s car.

I covered the suspect for a few minutes. I then retrieved [sic] stop sticks from the back
of s car and deployed them to prevent the suspect from leaving the
scene. I moved to the passenger side of s vehicle and maintained cover
on the suspect.

spoke to the suspect in an effort to diffuse the situation. He, along
others, gave the suspect verbal commands to drop the weapon and leave his vehicle.

The suspect exited his vehicle and pointed his shotgun in the direction of other officers.
I believed that I was in imminent danger of death or great bodily harm and the only
means of escape from danger was the use of deadly force. I did not believe that I could
safely withdraw from the location and adequately protect myself, other officers, or
other possibly innocent persons in the area. I remained behind the car and fired at the
suspect. I believed that I had a clear line of sight on the suspect.

Other officers fired on the suspect as well. I observed the suspect fall to the ground. The
shotgun was no longer in his hands. I approached the suspect. The suspect was
searched and no other weapons were found. Other officers began life saving measures
and a medic was called to the scene. The suspect was transported to a hospital."

SA Seitzman asked   how long he believed the de-escalation attempts lasted. He
estimated approximately 20-30 minutes. He then recalled Cotton exiting his vehicle and
pointing the gun at officers positioned on Rosedale Drive. He shot because he believed the
officers, and possibly civilians, were in imminent danger of serious physical harm. He said
fired one round at Cotton.

SA Seitzman asked   to elaborate on his statement that he believed he was in
imminent danger of death or great bodily harm. He said that it would have only taken a split
second for Cotton to turn the gun in his direction.

SA Seitzman asked   if he believed he acted within the policies and procedures of
the Dayton Police Department. He answered in the affirmative.

The interview concluded at 1552 hours.  s signed statement, signed BCI Criminal
Investigation Notification form, and the audio recording are attached below.
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Exhibit 1

Included as a separate file.
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