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Investigative Activity:     Interview with Officer Paul Webb 

Involves: Officer Paul Webb (S) 

Activity Date: 11/01/2024 

Activity Location: Mansfield Police Department-30 N. Diamond Street, 

Mansfield, Ohio 

Authoring Agent: SA Cory Momchilov #64 

 

Narrative: 

On Friday, November 1, 2024, at 1058 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation 

(BCI) Special Agent (SA) Cory Momchilov (Momchilov) and SA Jon Lieber (Lieber) 

interviewed Officer Paul Webb (Officer Paul Webb), who was accompanied by his 

attorneys, Robert Sauter (Attorney Sauter) and Lane Hagar (Attorney Hagar), from the 

Fraternal Order of Police. The interview took place at the Mansfield Police Department, 

located at 30 North Diamond Street, Mansfield. The interview was audio and video 

recorded  

Prior to the interview, agents were advised by Attorney Sauter that Officer Webb had 

prepared a typed statement, which a copy was provided to agents. It was decided that 

Officer Webb would read his typed statement to investigators, and afterward agents 

would ask any follow-up or clarification questions.  

Officer Webb’s typed statement is attached to this Investigative Report. The reader of 

this Investigative Report is strongly encouraged to read the typed statement in its 

entirety before reading the follow-up question section of this Investigative Report.  

Also, prior to the interview, Officer Webb read, understood and signed the BCI Criminal 

Investigation Notification form. 

Follow-Up Questions 

SA Momchilov asked Officer Webb what radio channel was utilized during the incident. 

Officer Webb replied, “I think it was Man-Tac.” 

SA Momchilov asked Officer Webb if he could describe where his position was during 

the incident in further detail.  
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An exterior and interior diagram (Figure 1) was previously created by Officer Webb, 

prior to the interview.  

 

Figure 1 
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Officer Webb replied, “The entire time.” 

SA Momchilov asked Officer Webb to describe what he mean by that. 

Officer Webb stated, “What I mean is they were in an attack position, is what we been 

referring to it as. They were up high like this (Figure 6 9:58), just above his head and 

continued to walk at us, continued until he was about 5 or 6 feet away.” 

 

Figure 6 

 

SA Momchilov stated, “You said you heard simultaneous gunfire or simultaneous 

gunfire took place.” 

Officer Webb replied, “Yes, sir.” 

SA Momchilov then asked, “Was your decision to fire based on what you observed or 

was it based on the..” 

Officer Webb replied, “It was based on what I observed.” 

SA Momchilov stated, “So the other officers actions had no..” 

Officer Webb replied, “No sir.” 

SA Momchilov asked Officer Webb if he could hear what the individual (Oswalt) was 

saying during the incident. Officer Webb stated the individual was “threatening to kill 
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us, making death playlists, if you will, texting, texting through Siri that it would be his 

last night to his mom type stuff.” 

SA Momchilov asked, “Did at some point during the incident did he mention or did you 

overhear something about using the kids as human shield.” 

Officer Webb replied, “Absolutely, yes sir.” 

SA Momchilov asked Officer Webb if he could describe that. 

Officer Webb stated, “We could hear him talking about and it wasn’t, it wasn’t real clear 

but me and Sergeant Haines both heard of, you know, ‘you take one and I’ll take the 

other, we’ll go down,’ at that time we took that as that he’s talking about getting the 

children, using them as human shields. That’s when we started devising what we were 

going to do if in fact he presented himself with a, you know, a child hostage in that 

way or a knife to a child’s throat.” 

Officer Webb explained that there was another time when, he (Oswalt) thought she 

(Brooks) spent too much time downstairs and Oswalt ran into the children’s room and 

Brooks “took off after.” Officer Webb stated that team members thought they were 

going to have to go up the stairs. Officer Webb further stated he interpreted those 

actions of Oswalt as he was going to go and hurt the children because Brooks was 

taking too long downstairs.  

SA Lieber asked Officer Webb if Brooks climbed over the barricade when she came 

downstairs. Officer Webb explained that initially he felt that the barricade was going to 

be a big hinderance for team members to climb over if Oswalt began hurting the 

children upstairs. Officer Webb further explained that the barricade ended up being 

“helpful for us in the end.” When Brooks came down the stairs, motivated to get away 

from Oswalt, she was able to get through the barricade much easier the Oswalt. Officer 

Webb stated, “When he came down, he was coming after her but he got a little bit hung 

up on those items because he was a bigger guy and he had both hands above his head, 

so he struggled to get over those items, with the way he was. She got over them fairly 

easy compared to him.” 

SA Momchilov asked Officer Webb if he has heard the term, “Suicide by cop.” Officer 

Webb stated that he had. SA Momchilov asked Officer Webb if he thought this was an 

instance of “suicide by cop.” 

Officer Webb replied, “I don’t know. I mean, I don’t know. He stated several times he 

didn’t want to go, he wasn’t going back to prison. I think, I think he planned on dying 

but I also think he planned on hurting someone. I think he would of, he got any closer 
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he was definitely at least take a swipe at us and try and take one of us with him. So, in 

a way yes, I mean, I think he thought he was going to die but I think he was going to 

attempt to injure someone and take them with him.” 

Officer Webb advised that no one has asked him to lie or otherwise tried to influence 

his statement to investigators.  

After the interview, Attorney Sauter, Attorney Hagar and Officer Webb walked into the 

hallway. Moments later, they re-entered the room and stated that they wished to clarify 

one matter.  

Officer Webb stated, “The only thing I want to clarify is when I stated, when he got 

close to us, if he was going to take one of us with us or injure us. He was definitely 

going to try to kill one of us. I don’t want to say take one of us with, whatever you 

think that means. I just want to be obvious that he had stated he was going to stab us 

in the throat, he was going to cut between our vests. I have no doubt that was his goal 

when he got to us was to try and kill one of us.” 

Officer Webb’s typed statement, the audio recording of the interview, the Criminal 

Investigation Notification form, and the diagrams created by Officer Webb are attached 

to this Investigative Report.  

The video recording of Officer Webb’s interview was placed onto a portable hard drive 

and placed into the item section of the physical case file, labeled as Reference Item E. 

  

References: 

Reference Item E-Video recording of Officer Webb’s interview 

Attachments: 

1. Officer Webb’s Typed Statement 

2. Audio Recordings of Officer Webb’s Interview 

3. Criminal Investigation Notification form signed by Officer Webb 

4. Diagrams created by Officer Webb 
















