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On September 05,2023, Special Agent (SA) Jason Snyder (Snyder) and Special Agent Tiffany
Najmulski (Najmulski), with the Ohio Attorney General’s Office Bureau of Criminal
Investigation (BCI), conducted a recorded interview of Patrolman (Ptl.) Dave Powell (Powell).
The interview was conducted at the Celina Police Department (Celina PD), located at 202 N.
Main St. A, Celina, Oh. 45822.

Both SA Snyder and Ptl. Powell agreed to meet this date and location. Ptl. Powell was advised
that he did not have to talk to agents and could leave at any time. Powell voluntarily agreed
to speak to agents. Before taping began, SA Snyder introduced himself and briefly explained
who he was and why he was there.

SA Snyder advised Ptl. Powell that he was conducting a criminal investigation. SA Snyder
advised Ptl. Powell that he was not conducting a “Garrity” investigation. Ptl. Powell was given
a Criminal Investigation Notification (CIN) form (see attached). Ptl. Powell signed the CIN
acknowledging he understood what the form was notifying him of. Also present during the
interview was Ptl. Powell’s attorney, Attorney (Atty.) John R. Sauter (Sauter).

Ptl. Powell presented agents with a written statement which stated Ptl. Powell was a high
school graduate. He has been in law enforcement since 2008. During the incident, Ptl.
Powell was well rested, wearing a complete police uniform, and driving an issued law
enforcement vehicle. Ptl. Powell’s unit number is 11. For additional information, see the
attached statement of Ptl. Powell.

SA Snyder asked Ptl. Powell about an incident concerning a Corey C. Andrew (Andrew) on
August 25, 2023. Ptl. Powell was patrolling the park area where he saw a grey in color Chevy
Trailblazer. He turned off his lights and parked his cruiser near the entrance about 50 or 60
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feet from the Trailblazer. He exited his cruiser and walked up to the Trailblazer. The
Trailblazer was parked at the north side of the parking lot near the shelters. The Trailblazer
was pointing in a north direction.

When Ptl. Powell approached the Trailblazer, he made contact with Andrew and Hannah
Pawelski (Pawelski). Andrew was in the front driver side seat and Pawelski was sitting in the
front passenger’s side of the Trailblazer. Ptl. Powell attempted to activate his body worn
camera, but it did not activate. He thought it had activated, so he continued with the
contact.

Both Pawelski and Andrew were playing games on their phones. Ptl. Powell knocked on the
driver side window and Andrew rolled the window down. Ptl. Powell noticed an odor of
marijuana coming from the Trailblazer. Andrew continued to play on his phone, not
acknowledging Ptl. Powell. Pawelski talked to him the most during their interaction.

Ptl. Powell advised Andrew and Pawelski that “it was no big deal”, but the park closed at 11:00
p.m. He asked for both Pawelski and Andrew’s identification. Pawelski gave him her
identification, but Andrew stated that he did not have any identification. Ptl. Powell checked
again with Andrew, and he did not have any identification. At this time, Ptl. Powell noticed a
marijuana cigarette sitting on the dashboard in front of Andrew.

Andrew continued to look at his phone. Ptl. Powell asked Andrew his name and date of
birth. Andrew stated “Corey” and his birth date. Ptl. Powell asked Andrew to put down his
phone which Andrew did. Ptl. Powell asked Andrew if he had been smoking marijuana
tonight. Andrew stated “yes”. Ptl. Powell asked Andrew to hand him over the marijuana
cigarette. Andrew stated “no”. Ptl. Powell was about to advise Andrew that he would be
issuing a citation for the marijuana cigarette, when Ptl. Powell heard on the radio that Ptl.
Justin Rice (Rice) had arrived on scene with him.

After asking for the marijuana cigarette, Andrew put the Trailblazer in drive and moved
forward “spinning tires”. Ptl. Powell had his hands on the driver side window during this
interaction, so when the Trailblazer moved forward, Ptl. Powell moved forward with the
Trailblazer for a few feet.

While the Trailblazer was “coming around”, turned west then east in the direction of Ptl.
Powell, he started to move out of the direction of the Trailblazer’s path which was pointing in
his direction. Ptl. Powell believed that the Trailblazer started to move at him. Due to the
high rate of speed of the Trailblazer and the direction it was pointing, Ptl. Powell drew his
firearm.

The Trailblazer moved forward and turned slightly. It started moving in the direction of Ptl.
Rice who had just arrived. Ptl. Rice was on foot. It appeared that the Trailblazer “swerved at
him”. Ptl. Powell referred to this as the Trailblazer was moving in the direction of Ptl. Rice at
this point. Ptl. Powell feared that Ptl. Rice could be hit by the Trailblazer, so he engaged the
Trailblazer with his firearm.

While Ptl. Powell was firing at the Trailblazer, he saw Ptl. Rice “flying through the air” and
scream. Ptl. Powell remembered the soles of Ptl. Rice’s shoes being in a vertical position at
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one point. Ptl. Powell believed that Ptl. Rice was hit by the Trailblazer.

Ptl. Powell continued to engage the Trailblazer per his training. The Trailblazer was still
moving after it passed Ptl. Rice. He feared that the Trailblazer was going to possibly attempt
to come back and harm them both. At this same time, Ptl. Powell heard additional shots. He
thought these shots came from Ptl. Rice.

In total, Ptl. Powell believed he fired two (2) or three (3) rounds in a southern direction. He
also fired two (2) or three (3) additional rounds to the east. During the interview, Ptl. Powell
described the number of rounds fired as possibly more. The range of rounds fired by Ptl.
Powell that he could recall during the interview was six (6) to eight (8) rounds fired at the
Trailblazer in total.

After this, Ptl. Powell heard on the radio “shots fired”. He saw that Ptl. Rice was “on his feet”
so he ran to his cruiser. On the radio Ptl. Powell heard Ptl. Anthony Poppe (Poppe) request
additional units to the area. Ptl. Powell moved his cruiser behind the already stopped
Trailblazer. Ptl. Poppe parked next to his cruiser while Ptl. Rice moved his cruiser on the
other side of Ptl. Poppe’s cruiser. The cruisers were in a line behind the Trailblazer. Ptl.
Powell retrieved his patrol rifle at that time.

Due to the brief time Ptl. Powell was not looking at the Trailblazer, it was unknown if Andrew
had fled the scene on foot or was still in the Trailblazer. Ptl. Powell also noticed that his body
warn camera had not activated. He activated it at that time.

The officers ordered Andrew out of the Trailblazer. Pawelski yelled out that Andrew was shot
and unable to leave the Trailblazer. They ordered out Pawelski, which she complied. When
Pawelski was safely with the officers, she advised them that her small child was in the back
seat of the Trailblazer. Due to this, it was determined by Ptl. Powell that the child had to be
removed from the Trailblazer as soon as possible. Ptl. Powell did not know there was child in
the back of the Trailblazer during his interaction with Andrew.

Ptl. Powell and Ptl. Rice moved up to the Trailblazer. Ptl. Powell could see that Andrew was
still in the driver seat “slumped over”. They opened the back door and removed Pawelski’s
child. There were no visible injuries to the child at that time. Ptl. Rice took the child back to
the cruisers.

Ptl. Powell then moved to Andrew's side of the Trailblazer and checked Andrew. Andrew had
shallow breathing and a pulse. At this time, additional responding officers from several
agencies started to arrive.

Ptl. Powell could see that Andrew had an injury to his right leg. He could not see any other
injuries to Andrew while he was still in the Trailblazer. Officers moved Andrew forward in the
seat and then Ptl. Powell could see that Andrew had an injury somewhere on his back. They
extracted Andrew from the Trailblazer. Medical attention was rendered to Andrew by Ptl.
Powell and other officers.

SA Snyder asked Ptl. Powell how Andrew’s demeanor was during the first interaction. Ptl.
Powell explained that Andrew did not look up at him during there interactions. He also did
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not respond normally as a person would during these types of interaction. Several times
during the interview, when Ptl. Powell described his interactions with Andrew, Ptl. Powell
stated that the hair on the back of his neck would rise. This was an indicator to Ptl. Powell
that “something is not right here”. There was something other than the simple parking at
dark in the park issue for Andrew and him. Due to Andrew’s reactions, Ptl. Powell stated that
he attempted to “de-escalate” the situation.

SA Snyder asked Ptl. Andrew to create a sketch of the incident. Ptl. Powell drew a sketch of
the incident pointing out points of interest on the sketch.

While Ptl. Powell was drawing the sketch, Atty. Sauter asked him if there was room for the
Trailblazer to exit the part through the entrance. As Ptl. Powell could recall, the cruisers were
not in a position which would have prevented the Trailblazer from leaving the park. He also
pointed out that there were other areas in the park which the Trailblazer could have taken to
leave the park without restriction.

The interview was video recorded, uploaded and stored within the Axon system under this
case file number.

This report only summarizes the information deemed by the author to be of the most
relevance to the investigation and does not purport to contain all questions and answers from
the interview. Further, this report was placed in a chronology to aid the reader’s overall
understanding of the information elicited during the interview and may not be reflective of the
actual sequencing of questions.

Attachments:Attachments:

Attachment # 01: Statement of David Powell
Attachment # 02: CIN for Powell
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