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falsification, failure to comply with the order or signal of a peace officer, and traffic 

related offenses. His felony warrants were entered into NCIC and carried cautions to 

law enforcement, indicating that he had violent tendencies and was known to abuse 

narcotics, due to him having previously been charged with offenses relating to those 

cautions, i.e. Domestic Violence, and aggravated drug possession.  

Upon arrival, Sheriff's Deputies surrounded the residence and began efforts to 

establish contact with BUTTS. (and others) made contact with a subject 

at the home's east entrance door, who was later identified as BUTTS' brother, Cain 

Delo-Butts. Cain indicated to deputies that BUTTS was in fact inside the residence. 

Deputies then observed BUTTS run through the home and towards an area that was 

determined to lead to his basement bedroom. Simultaneously, Deputy Paynter (and 

others) had contact with a female subject who was later determined to be BUTTS' 

mother, BUTTS, LENETTE M. Lenette initially obstructed deputies and told them that 

BUTTS was not currently home at the time. However, as she was being escorted from 

the residence, those deputies observed BUTTS run down the stairs and slam the door at 

the bottom of the steps behind him. It was determined that BUTTS had then taken 

efforts to block the door, so that it could not be forced open, with large items. At 1333 

hours, Deputies informed dispatchers that BUTTS had barricaded himself in the 

basement of the residence. Officers with the City of Conneaut Police Department were 

then requested to respond and assist us on scene while Paramedics, with the City of 

Conneaut Fire Department, were also dispatched and requested to stage in the area in 

case they were needed.  

Deputies, including myself, then overheard a female voice screaming for help from the 

basement. It was clear that there was another person in the residence and that the 

person was in immediate danger. Conneaut PD Officers had begun to arrive and were 

assisting with deployment of non-lethal projectiles, which were filled with a chemical 

irritant (AKA Pepperballs), into the residence. Deputies Massie and Warsing were able 

to perform a hostage rescue technique and effectively extricated the female victim, 

who was identified as Heather Duva, from the basement. As she was brought 

outside from the basement, the basement door again closed. Duva reported to officers 

that BUTTS had taken her "hostage” and refused to allow her to leave the basement. 

She further stated that he was claiming to her that he had a firearm in the basement. 

However, she indicated that she had not actually seen one. She reported no substantial 

injuries and later completed a written statement regarding the incident.  

 along with Deputies Warsing  and CPD  

established a hold on the exterior doorway on the home's north side which 

allowed them a direct visual of the basement stairway and the closed door at the 
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landing of the stairs. They began efforts to negotiate with BUTTS from that point. He 

was heard yelling from the basement and asking us all to just leave. He was also heard 

breaking things in the home, and at one point it sounded as if he was going to break 

through the floor of first level of the home. We determined that he was going around 

the residence and tearing the home's ventilation ducts from the floor in an apparent 

effort to lessen the effects of the chemical irritant that was being deployed. Officers on 

the south side of the residence shortly thereafter reported breaking glass and observed 

BUTTS breaking a basement window with what appeared to be a metal rod. Once he 

observed officers there he regressed back into the residence.  

I overheard BUTTS yelling at Deputies who were making efforts to negotiate his 

surrender. He told them that he was armed and that he intended shooting and killing 

himself. He yelled threats and those officers and threatened to shoot them as well. At 

one point, BUTTS emerged from the basement door with a long rifle firearm under his 

chin and stated that he was going to kill himself.  was near-by and she 

was requested to deploy an additional tool that we had on scene. A less-than-lethal 

projectile was deployed but failed to strike BUTTS. The projectile struck the interior 

wall area near him, and he immediately regressed back into the room. He continued in 

his turbulent behavior and continued yelling threatening statements at the officers. 

Eventually, Deputy Warsing was able to establish some rapport with BUTTS 

and he indicated that he may be willing to come out and speak with him. However, he 

instead slightly opened the door and pointed the barrel of the long gun in the direction 

of officers at the top of the stairs. ordered BUTTS to put the gun 

down and informed him that if he pointed the gun at them again he may be shot. 

Negotiation efforts continued but, eventually BUTTS again opened the door slightly and 

the barrel of the long gun emerged again. BUTTS aimed the firearm towards the 

officers at the top of the stairs, and they immediately fired their services weapons at 

him through the door. After shots were fired, there was no further response from 

BUTTS downstairs. Additional team members, including myself, moved in and took over 

the position at the top of the basement stairway. We called out to BUTTS several times 

but got no response from him. Detective Wolff quickly deployed a drone unit and flew it 

into the basement. This is when he observed BUTTS lying at the bottom of the stairs. He 

appeared to be in need of immediate medical care, I, along with Deputies Massie and 

Paynter, rushed downstairs to assess the situation further. 

I made entry to the basement bedroom. I found BUTTS lying on his right side in the 

northeast corner of the small room. His head was oriented towards the southeast and 

his feet to the northwest. I observed the green long rifle firearm lying to the immediate 

west of his body. It was oriented diagonally, in a similar position as his body, with the 
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barrel pointing to the northwest. I observed that it had several bullet holes through the 

stock area of it. I was not able to clear the firearm, as it had no break point. I moved it 

to a safe area so that I could further assess BUTTS' injuries. I immediately observed a 

large amount of blood pooling under BUTTS' face and head. It was clear that he had 

sustained several gunshot wounds. I pulled his body outward and maneuvered him 

onto his back. I found that he was displaying no signs of life, he was not breathing and 

he was unresponsive. I then checked for any detectable pulse. I found none. I believed 

that he was likely beyond any help or first aid that I would have been able to provide. 

I had advised that it was safe for paramedics to come down and render additional aid 

to BUTTS. They arrived and also immediately noted that he had no detectable signs of 

life. They contacted the on-duty emergency department doctor at University Hospital's 

Conneaut Medical Center, after being advised of the circumstances and their 

observations, he instructed them to pronounce BUTTS as deceased. At 1425 hours, 

Paramedics pronounced BUTTS deceased and made notification to the Ashtabula 

County Coroner's Office. Investigators from that officer were en-route to the scene. 

All personnel who had been present at the top of the stairs when shots were fired were 

removed from the scene, per agency protocol. Other on scene personnel secured the 

scene with marking tape and removed all other parties from the area. The Ohio Bureau 

of Criminal Investigation was notified and requested to respond to the scene to handle 

additional investigation into the matter. Deputies remained on-scene with BCI Agents 

until they completed their tasks at the scene. 

 The incident report contained supplemental reports completed by Lieutenant 

John Helfer, Lieutenant Matt Johns, and Det. Grabman. 

 Lt. Helfer’s supplemental report consisted of the documentation of his 

interaction with the involved deputies after the shooting.  

 Lt. Johns’ supplemental report consisted of the documentation of his 

preparation of a search warrant for 613 Orange St. 

 Det. Grabman’s supplemental report was consistent with his separate narrative. 

SA Boerner subsequently reviewed the separate supplemental reports completed by 

Det. Wolff and Det. Grabman. SA Boerner found those reports consistent with Sgt. 

Dean’s incident report.  

A copy of the  Sgt. Dean’s incident report, Det. Wolff’s supplemental report, and Det. 

Grabman’s supplemental report were uploaded to Matrix and attached to this report. 
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