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During SWAT training,  received a phone call from Captain Marino 

instructing  and the six other officers to respond to 6880 Sunset Strip 

Avenue NW in North Canton, Ohio (Rodeway Inn Motel). Captain Marino explained that 

the U.S. Marshals attempted to serve an arrest warrant at the Rodeway Inn motel for 

James Vanest (Vanest) and Vanest pointed a firearm at the officers. Vanest was now 

barricaded in his room and a perimeter was created surrounding the Rodeway Inn 

motel Room #220.  

 was familiar with the area and stated he had responded to that 

location before. He was not familiar with Vanest.  

 instructed the Canton SWAT officers to respond to the incident 

location in the Canton SWAT armored vehicle. One of the SWAT officers was a Stark 

County Sheriff’s Office (SCSO) deputy.  requested that the SCSO deputy 

to respond in his marked SCSO police cruiser and “get a lay of the land” prior to the 

arrival of additional personnel. 

 responded to the motel in an unmarked black CPD SUV. While he was 

driving, he received a text message from a U.S. Marshal at the incident location who 

sent a photograph and demographic information for Vanest. Information about the 

arrest warrant and Vanest’s possible connection to a homicide investigation were also 

provided.  

When  arrived at the Rodeway Inn, he parked his vehicle in the Cracker 

Barrel restaurant parking lot that sat adjacent to the motel. He then approached and 

briefly spoke with Captain Marino at the Canton SWAT armored vehicle that was parked 

in front of Room #220.  was notified the motel rooms in the immediate 

surrounding area had been evacuated.   

While standing near the armored vehicle and Room #220,  observed 

that the door to Room #220 was still ajar but not fully open. He could see the security 

bar still affixed to the door which prevented the door from opening all the way.  

Captain Marino began giving verbal commands to Vanest over the PA system of the 

armored vehicle. After the first round of gunfire that was fired from inside Room #220, 

by Vanest, multiple rounds of chemical munitions were deployed into the room by 

multiple Canton SWAT officers.  

Attempts were also made to break out the large bay window at the front of the room 

using less lethal rounds. The purpose of breaking the window was to allow a drone to 

enter the room and observe the location of the subject. Unfortunately, the initial 
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attempts to break the window failed. That prompted  to use a less-

lethal shotgun to shoot beanbag rounds at the lock on the door.  was 

positioned at the passenger door of the armored vehicle near the “A pillar” at the time 

of shooting the less-lethal shot gun. After firing approximately five rounds, he was able 

to successfully shoot the lock off the door, which would allow the door to freely swing 

open.  

The drone was then deployed and pushed the door to Room #220 open and entered 

the room. The drone was able to observe the subject between the bed and wall in the 

room. Vanest then began shooting at the drone.  observed gunfire 

exiting Room #220. He explained the reason he knew it was gunfire exiting the room  

was because the rounds were striking areas behind him. 

After Vanest shot at the drone, it fell to the ground and was no longer operable. 

However, the live video feed on the drone continued to play.  

After this first shooting incident where only Vanest fired,  recalled 

hearing Captain Marino state over the PA system to Vanest, “nobody got hit, it’s not 

that big of a deal” [30:26].  vividly remembered this statement and 

believed it was an effort on Captain Marino’s part to prompt Vanest to surrender.  

Vanest’s firing also prompted  to request a “full team activation” where 

additional Canton SWAT officers and an armored vehicle were requested. Officers on 

scene then held their positions until additional personnel and equipment arrived.  

Once additional officers and equipment arrived,  remained in his 

position at the passenger side door of the armored vehicle. He then heard the next 

round of gunfire coming from inside of Room #220.  explained, “and 

then the next big thing I hear, I hear a round, and I just remember, the rounds were 

really loud, cause I initially thought, oh he’s got, like a short barrel rifle or like an AR 

pistol… because they were loud” [32:05].  then heard an officer behind 

him yell and state he was struck by gunfire.  did not turn around to see 

who the officer was, but he later learned it was   

 then announced on the radio to other officers on scene that he was 

going to provide lethal cover by shooting his rifle into Room #220 in the area where he 

believed the subject was. He stated this decision was made because Vanest was 

shooting a gun at officers, and he also needed to allow officers to aid the injured 

officer and transport him to the ambulance staged away from the incident scene. 

 recalled firing approximately 7-8 times into Room #220. He then 

conducted a tactical reload, replacing the magazine just used with a new magazine. 
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 believed he was successful at preventing Vanest from shooting at an 

officer while  was receiving aid.  

 explained that he had difficulty seeing into the room from where he 

was positioned. Not only was the room becoming cloudy because of the chemical 

munitions previously deployed, but he also was at an angle that did not allow him to 

see much of the interior of the room, which appeared dark to him.  

 believed that after  was shot, it escalated the situation. He 

also realized they were down a sniper ). 

Special Response Team members from the Ohio State Highway Patrol (OSHP) arrived on 

scene with their armored vehicle.  recalled some of the Canton SWAT 

officers getting into the OSHP armored vehicle.  

 formulated a plan to maneuver the three armored vehicles that were 

on scene to “basically make an armored wall” [37:58]. This was also in an effort to 

better protect officers on scene and any possible bystanders in the surrounding area. 

There were sporadic exchanges of gunfire between Vanest and other officers on scene. 

 became aware of who had arrived 

and took the position of sniper somewhere in the rear of the parking lot near a 

dumpster.  heard  announce over the radio “shots 

fired.” Moments later,  heard  state over the radio that 

he was being shot at by Vanest.  made the determination to use lethal 

cover/suppressive fire to allow  to safely exit the area.  

fired his rifle into Room #220 in the area where he believed the subject to be located. 

He stopped firing once he believed  had reached a safe location.  

 described in detail how he felt during the incident. He stated,  

It’s fear, it’s scary as shit, it’s confusing, it’s scary, um, guys are getting shot 

and there is also a fear like professionally in that position of holy shit this guy, I 

don’t know if I am ready for this, and I don’t know what price we’re gonna have 

to pay to end this. It’s scary, like we don’t often run into somebody that’s 

gonna, they have no intention of walking out… they’re going to hurt as many 

people as possible… his (Vanest) actions were clearly evident that this was, 

we’re not talking our way out of this, there’s no reasoning out of this. It’s a 

totally unreasonable situation [51:37].  

He later mentioned, “I’ve been on some stuff, I was pretty shocked by that. It was 

definitely a, uh, a pretty shocking police call” [59:44].  
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 feared not only for his safety, but also for the safety of his team 

members, additional responding officers, and any bystanders in the area.  

 expounded on some of his training in relation to incidents such as 

this. Specifically, he discussed the concept of “exfil.”  explained when 

there is an active threat such as an armed barricaded subject like Vanest, it is common 

practice for SWAT officers to be trained in suppressing the threat by firing in the last 

known location of the subject. This is done even when the subject cannot be visually 

observed by the officer. It allows for officers to move safely to cover when a threat was 

previously shooting at them.  further explained that he had knowledge 

of the area being evacuated which provided additional confidence in the use of tactics 

such as this. The term “accurate directive fire” was provided as a term used for a 

technique such as this.  

The interview concluded at approximately 1304 hours. 

The interview was audio recorded. The audio recording was attached to this report. 

The signed BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form is also attached to this report. 

Please see the attachments for further details. 
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