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Investigative Activity: Interview with  

Involves:  (S) 

Activity Date: 07/08/2026 

Activity Location: 25 W. Jefferson St., Jefferson, Ohio 44047 (Ashtabula 

County Sheriff’s Office) 

Authoring Agent: SA Daniel P. Boerner #135 

   
 

Narrative: 

On Wednesday, July 08, 2026, at 1417 hrs, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) 

Special Agent (SA) Dan Boerner (SA Boerner) and SA John Tingley (SA Tingley) 

interviewed Ashtabula County Sheriff’s Office (ACSO)  

 who was accompanied by his attorney, Max Martin, from the 

Fraternal Order of Police. The interview took place at Ashtabula County Sheriff’s Office, 

25 W. Jefferson St., Jefferson, Ohio 44047. The interview was audio and video 

recorded. 

 read, understood, and signed the BCI Criminal Investigation 

Notification form.  

This report only summarizes the information deemed by the author to be of the most 

relevance to the investigation and does not intend to contain all questions and answers 

from the interview.  Further, this report was placed in a chronology to aid the reader’s 

overall understanding of the information elicited during the interview and may not be 

reflective of the actual sequencing of questions.  It is suggested that the full recording 

be reviewed to clarify any content or contextual questions regarding the information 

from the interview. 
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where the basement was. We didn't know, I believe it was the brother 

said, Hey, it's, it's around the corner, like through the kitchen area. Uh, 

as soon as we made the way to the, through the kitchen area, I believe 

it was said, Hey, the male just ran downstairs, could 

hear the door shut. You can hear screeching items being pushed up 

against the door. At which point he said, the male’s barricaded himself 

down in the basement.  

SA Boerner asked  what happened next and  stated 

the following: 

Um, shortly after, uh, I got on the radio and I informed our dispatch. 

Uh, I used my, my call sign, my unit number . Um, they 

acknowledged, I said, the male's being male's now barricading himself 

in the basement. Uh, just in case this went south. Uh, we needed a 

timeline of what's happening for them to record or take note of the 

incident. We let everybody else know. So that's kind of a, it's a two 

part. Let dispatch know what's going on. Let everybody else know 

that's outside. That could not hear us. Hey, he's inside. We have 

confirmation that he's inside. And then now he's barricading. Uh, there 

was a, a second door leading from, uh, the kitchen to the basement. 

So, there's the outside door. Uh, as soon as you open up the outside 

door, like from their driveway, you can look, you can see down through 

the steps, uh, to the basement, or you can access it through the 

kitchen. Um, the other three deputies, they moved outside, and then I 

remained inside at the kitchen area, looking down the steps. 

 stated that they gave commands to Butts to exit the basement and 

that Butts stated that he was not coming out. SA Boerner asked  if he 

could describe the conversation and  stated: 

Uh, I'm not coming out. Fuck you. Lot of swearing, uh, yelling at us. I'm 

not coming out, leave, get off my property. Um, just throughout the 

whole thing, I am not leaving. Uh, I'm gonna kill myself. I'm not 

leaving. That was the first part of, of his back-and-forth 

communication. So, he knew we were law enforcement. We clearly told 

him, we're the sheriff's office, you have a warrant. Um, please come 

up. No, fuck you. Um, I'm not going anywhere. And then we just tried 

to keep going from there. Uh, just try to keep an open line of 

communication and we're, we're judging what he's doing right now, 
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what he is going to do, projected to do, and then how we're gonna 

react from there. 

SA Boerner asked  to describe what happened next and  

 stated: 

He is, he's, he's yelling at us. I'm not going anywhere. Uh, he made it 

perfectly clear at, at one point it, first, I believe it first started off with 

trying to give him the commands. Come on out, come 

on out. It, it wasn't working. Um, whether or not he needed a break, 

uh, I started, I started giving commands as well. Um, around that time, 

only one person was giving commands to best that way. Uh, so they 

could hear and understand one person talking versus everybody 

yelling. It's complete chaos. So, one person was talking at this 

particular point I was talking, I was giving him commands. Uh, I was 

yelling. I wasn't talking. I, I was yelling, um, yelling downstairs. He had 

the door all the way down here, the line that I'm gonna draw. Sorry, 

I'm butchering your, your paper. Um, he had that door shut. Um, he 

had items that we could hear being placed up upon that door. Um, so 

we don't know if, if he had stuff like leaning up on the door or if items 

were on the bottom of the door to not, um, allow us to open the door. 

So that's why I was yelling so he could hear us clearly and understand 

us. You have a warrant, please come up, um, if you're gonna be under 

arrest.  

 stated that as the incident went on members of the Conneaut Police 

Department arrived on scene and deployed pepper balls into the basement.  

 stated that Butts responded with “A lot of fuck yous.” (32:40 mark). 

 indicated that at some point he determined that there was a female 

in the basement with Butts. SA Boerner asked  to describe what he 

observed/heard and  stated: 

At the time? No. Uh, presumed. Hi, his girlfriend. All I know is her 

name now is Heather. Um, so once I knew that we have a female 

downstairs, told everybody, Hey, we have somebody else downstairs 

with us. Um, I yelled out, I'm like, Hey, let the female go. Uh, she has 

no part of this. She's not in any trouble. Just let her go. Um, he starts 

yelling, yelling back, no, fuck you. She is not going anywhere. Uh, then 

I knew this is getting more serious. He is now keeping her captive. Uh, 

he is refusing to let her go. She is coughing as well. Um, and they are 
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arguing back and forth. The argument is, was strictly between those 

two. 

So, I look back at our guys, uh, outside, and we were like, Hey, we have 

a hostage situation. We need to, uh, get her out of, of the basement. 

Uh, at that particular time, the two of them were just arguing back 

and forth. Uh, he was yelling, uh, at her, this is all your fault, uh, that 

the cops are here. No, it's not. Let me go. You're not going anywhere. 

And they're just, just bickering back and forth. Um, at that time, we 

did not make it a point to do a, uh, a complete hostage rescue, um, 

minus the fact that pepper ball was being introduced into a lot of the 

basement. Um, at that particular point, besides him saying, you are 

not fucking going anywhere, um, he was not a attacking her. 

 stated that at some point Deputy Massey and Deputy Warsing forced 

open the basement door and rescued the female from the basement.  

indicated that he was unable to see much of the basement but did observe that there 

were items stacked up on the ground. 

 recalled that after the female was rescued from the basement he 

received information that Butts had a firearm.  

SA Boerner  to describe what happened after the female was rescued from 

the basement and  stated the following: 

Um, whole bunch of yelling, uh, back and forth from us to him. Come 

out of the house, I'm not going anywhere. Um, I'm not going back to 

prison. Um, I'm gonna, I'm gonna shoot you and I'm gonna kill myself. 

So, his statement was kind of like, he was on repeat, I'm not going 

anywhere. I'm gonna shoot you. I'm gonna kill myself. Was just kind of 

on his repeated loop. 

SA Boerner asked  if Butts approached the door to the basement, 

exited the basement, or approached them at any point during the incident and  

 stated the following: 

I, I don't remember what he, what all he was yelling at that time, but 

having knowledge that he had a gun. He's, he's by himself, um, he's 

starting to make the movement that he is going to produce a hand. 

Um, as I am on the steps, looking down, I flipped my switch from my 

rifle. I flipped it off of safety, uh, to a single shot. Very quickly, he 
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extends his hand. When he did that, I put my finger on the trigger. I 

was like, he's going to present a firearm and try to shoot us that 

particular point. Uh, it was like a flashlight. I mean, as far as just 

physical characteristics or, yes. Uh, phy, I, I, I don't know if he turned it 

on. Uh, I could tell that it was not a firearm. 

So, um, through my, like the threat assessment, I was like, that's a not 

a gun. Took my finger off the trigger, flipped it back on safe, uh, the, 

the, the rifle back on safe, and we continued to yell at him. Um, and 

he, he's going back and forth. Um, just the same stuff he kept 

repeating. So, um, I don't know if more, uh, pepper ball was being 

deployed into the basement or not. Uh, he keeps, he kept yelling, you 

know, fuck you, I'm gonna shoot you. I'm gonna kill myself. Then he 

like opened the door a couple times and shut it. He opens the door, and 

then now he completely stepped out from the basement onto, if he 

wasn't on the steps, he would've been at the bottom landing, like where 

the, the door opened to the steps. He had a, uh, a long gun. It wasn't a, 

like, um, arm alike AR 15. It wasn't one of those. Um, but it was a long 

barrel hunting rifle style, uh, gun. Uh, he had it completely tucked up 

under his chin and his thumb was on the trigger (Figure 1 

demonstrating position of the firearm, 00:47:21 mark). 

Uh, he stepped out and he kept saying, I'm gonna shoot myself. I'm 

gonna shoot myself. I'm not going to jail. I'm not going back to prison. 
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when he was standing in the, the doorway. Um, she took the shot with 

the less lethal, I thought he got hit. Uh, how he reacted, he like kind of 

crouched down, like he just took around to the chest, uh, or abdomen 

area. Um, but I later found out she, uh, hit the wall instead of hitting 

him. So, whether it was the, the sound either way couldn't tell you what 

he was thinking. Uh, he reacted and he started yelling back at her, um, 

whoever just shot me, I'm gonna fucking kill you. I'm gonna kill you. 

I'm gonna shoot you. Then he switched. At one point he thought, uh, 

one of the Conneaut officers, uh, John Ball was there, um, and he 

started addressing him, which he was. John. Officer Ball was not on 

scene. So, he starts addressing him, you know, are you here? Was that 

you, did you just fucking shoot me? Uh, I'm gonna shoot you. Whoever 

just shot me, I'm gonna fucking shoot you. He presents himself again, 

still with the barrel underneath his chin. Um, uh, , she 

reloaded the less lethal. The second time she shot, uh, she got him in 

the abdomen. Um, he reacted appropriately again. He kind of crouched 

down. Uh, that made him more mad again, fuck you. Whoever's going 

to who, whoever just shot, I'm gonna fucking kill you. Was a lot of his 

statements. Uh, he retreated in, shut the door. 

Uh, shortly after that, he opened the door and then there was like a 

silence. And then from the basement door, he stuck the barrel of the 

gun out. So, he stuck it like out and up, and that's exactly where we 

were (Figure 2, demonstrating position of firearm, 

00:51:28 mark). Uh, human nature. I had a startle flinch. 

Unfortunately, I, I, I jerked back into the kitchen, uh, slightly came 

back out and, um, fixated on this gun distance from the steps. Um, 

guesstimating twelve feet, if that's a, a standard, um, distance of 

steps. So, twelve feet, if, if, if he was at about that landing at the 

bottom. Let's say fifteen, let's say even just, we'll go back to the twelve 

feet. Uh, that rifle sticking out was enhanced. It was like, it was right 

in front of my face. 
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There, there was no other option. We've already introduced everything 

else, just shy of the taser. Um, he was committed that he was not 

leaving the basement, and he was committed of the verbal threats. I'm 

gonna kill you to showing us the gun, to pointing the gun at us. And at 

that point, we had no other option that we had to stop the continuation 

of threats. 

 stated that after the shooting Sgt. Dean called out to Butts and 

received no response.  recalled we deployed our drone and confirmed 

that Butts was no longer a threat.  stated that members of the 

sheriff’s office went downstairs to render aid.  indicated that Dep. 

Painter and he searched the basement for additional individuals and did not locate any. 

 indicated that Fire/EMS entered the basement and declared Butts to 

be deceased. 

 stated that after the shooting he was transported to a medical facility 

for drug testing.  stated that after submitting to a drug test, he was 

transported to the sheriff’s office. 

The interview concluded at approximately 1533 hrs. 

The interview was audio/video recorded. The recording was uploaded to Axon Justice 

as Reference Item J – ACSO Deputy Interviews > Involved Deputy Interviews. The signed 

BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form is also attached to this report. A copy of 

the diagrams/images used as reference material for the interview was uploaded to 

Matrix and attached to this report. Please see the attachments for further details. 

 

References: 

 Reference Item J – ACSO Deputy Interviews > Involved Deputy Interviews 

Attachments: 

1. 2026-07-08  CIN and Interview Diagrams 

 








