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Investigative Activity: Interview with  

Involves:  (S) 

Activity Date: 07/10/2026 

Activity Location: 25 W. Jefferson St., Jefferson, Ohio 44047 (Ashtabula 

County Sheriff’s Office) 

Authoring Agent: SA Daniel P. Boerner #135 

   
 

Narrative: 

On Friday, July 10, 2026, at 1047 hrs, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) 

Special Agent (SA) Dan Boerner (SA Boerner) interviewed Ashtabula County Sheriff’s 

Office (ACSO)  who was accompanied by 

his attorney, Dominic Vitantonio, from the Ohio Patrolmen's Benevolent Association 

(OPBA). The interview took place at 25 W. Jefferson St., Jefferson, Ohio 44047 

(Ashtabula County Sheriff’s Office). The interview was audio and video recorded. 

 read, understood, and signed the BCI Criminal Investigation Notification 

form.  

This report only summarizes the information deemed by the author to be of the most 

relevance to the investigation and does not intend to contain all questions and answers 

from the interview.  Further, this report was placed in a chronology to aid the reader’s 

overall understanding of the information elicited during the interview and may not be 

reflective of the actual sequencing of questions.  It is suggested that the full recording 

be reviewed to clarify any content or contextual questions regarding the information 

from the interview. 
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I looked down the stairwell, I see, uh, the backside of a male, uh, a 

white male with dark hair fleeing into the basement through the door 

and slamming it. Um, I then heard items being thrown in front of the 

door, uh, barricading it. Um, I could hear him dragging, dragging 

items in front of it, um, throwing stuff. I stayed at the top of the stairs 

and started making announcements that, you know, that 

with the Ashtabula County Sheriff's Office. Uh, Brandon Butts. 

you have a warrant for your arrest? Please come upstairs. Um, I've 

made this announcement several times. Um, I was getting no response 

from him. He was just, uh, sounded like he was still barricading the 

door. 

 continued stating: 

Um, I gave several commands down the stairs. Um, you know, 

Brandon, don't make this a big deal, you just have a couple warrants 

for the rest. We'll get it taken care of. Just come upstairs. Um, we were 

getting no, no response from him. So, um, I had a whole, the whole 

team of guys was, um, in that general area on outside, inside. Um, I 

opted to roll out of that spot and go, um, see if I could get intel from 

the mother. Um, so I, I take myself out of the house and then everyone 

else kind of filled into hold. Um, I then go out and I began speaking 

with the, the female that I believe to be his mother. Um, I asked her if, 

well, Detective Wolff was speaking with her, and then once they kind of 

paused for a minute, I asked her if, if he had any access to weapons. 

Um, she told me he always carries knives on him. Um, and she could, 

said it was possible that he has a gun. She couldn't confirm or deny. 

Um, and then right around that time, um, we, I heard, I, I could 

audibly hear Intel that there was a female downstairs. Um, and the, I 

believe around that time as well, uh, I saw Conneaut, um, officer start 

putting pepper ball into the basement windows. I then, um, went to my 

cruiser because I didn't have my rifle at the time. Um, I go to my 

cruiser, uh, grab my rifle, load it, and then come back to, um, start 

trying to work the problem and, and get this solved peacefully. I came 

back to the door, um, I was stacked. 

 stated that he could hear Butts yelling at a female in the basement.  

 recalled that the Butts stated, “You’re the reason the, the, you’re the reason 

they’re here.” (16:40 mark). 
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 stated the following: 

Um, we were, I was getting concerned, um, that this is gonna become 

a, a hostage situation. Um, I mean, and I was just believing it probably, 

obviously already was. Um, so while I was stacked on the door, I 

remember looking and I saw a Conneaut officer saying to us, I'm on 

the phone with her. So, they got her on the phone, um, and I, I could 

hear him saying that she wants to come out and she can't get out. Um, 

and then very shortly after that, I remember hearing a female's voice 

at the bottom of the stairs banging at the door and screaming, help 

me. I need out. Help me get out. 

Um, and we could hear her trying to get the door, but she couldn't get 

it open. So, I then, um, observed Deputy Warsing and Deputy Massey 

sprint down the stairwell. Warsing breached the door. Massey was 

behind him. Um, we left the stairwell open so they could egress with 

her, or if it turned bad, they could egress. And, um, Deputy Warsing 

grabs her once the door's breached, pulls her out and hands her in 

front of him to cover her. And then Deputy Massey helped her get up 

the stairs, and then they, they extracted from there. Um, at this time 

the pepper was getting, uh, pretty, uh, like we were feeling the effects 

of the pepper. So I opted to roll out and go back to my car to get my 

gas mask. Okay. Um, while I was back at my car, I heard the female, 

um, talking something about a gun. 

 stated that during this time period, Dep. Warsing attempted to negotiate 

with Butts without success.  recalled that Butts stated that he was not 

going back to jail.  stated that during the back-and-forth conversation he 

overheard Butts stated that he had a firearm.  

 stated the following: 

He, Brandon would peek or, uh, in the crack, uh, like in the crack of, in 

the crack of the door. With what he was claiming was a gun. Um, and 

he did this several times. Um, uh, I observed that it, what I could see 

did not look like a gun at that time. Um, it looked like a flashlight to 

me. Um, so we kind of just, I mean, it was dicey for a second. 

 continued stating: 
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Then, uh, Deputy Warsing, I remember told, was telling him, listen, 

that is a flashlight. Just put it down. We don't want this to escalate and 

get worse. Just put it down and come up. Um, that made him upset. He 

then leaves and he, I heard him audibly say, fine, I will go get a gun. 

And then he left. Uh, well, he left my view. Um, I don't know which way 

he went or where he went from there. Just back into the basement. 

Um, it was very dark. I could see just what my, what, what my light 

could get a little illumination in there. So, um, I heard him yelling. I 

could hear him ripping out, um, stuff downstairs. It was, uh, relayed at 

points because we had units around the surrounding the house. Um, it 

was relayed to me that, um, he had a metal rod and that he was 

punching out windows, trying to get fresh air, um, from the pepper. 

Um, then the… 

 recalled that Dep. Warsing continued to negotiate with Butts and that 

Butts stated that “He had the gun, he’s going to kill us.” (23:25 mark). 

 indicated the following: 

I could hear Brandon moving behind somewhere closer to the door 

now. And while I was prepped on the door, I saw a metal object come 

out of the door, just the end of it, um, very briefly, by the time I could 

get light onto the object and see what it was, I very quickly saw that it 

was not a metal rod. And that he just pointed a, a, a gun at me.  

SA Boerner asked  if he could describe what the firearm looked 

like and  stated “Um, I could see, I could see the maybe six inches 

of the barrel. Um, I, as, as soon as I illuminated my, my weapon light, I could 

see into the barrel. I could see it was hollow. Um, that's part of that I could 

see.” (23:49 mark). 

 stated the following:  

Um, and then the next, he, shortly later, he then comes back to the 

door. Brandon comes back to the door. He comes out of the, he comes 

through the opening. Okay. Um, I'm just trying to think of the best way 

to show here. Um, he has the gun under his chin.  

Um, but it's like, uh, floating under his chin (Figure 1, 00:25:41 mark).  

It's, I, I fixated, I was like tunnel visioned on this very much when he 

did this. Um, he came through the door, and he was standing at the 
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 stated that after the shooting he moved away from the doorway and 

completed a reload.  recalled taking off his gas mask and giving it to Dep. 

Massey.  stated that he remained in the driveway until he was transported 

for drug testing.  stated that ultimately, he was transported back to the 

sheriff’s office. 

SA Boerner asked  once presented with the firearm were there any other 

options that he had available to him and  stated, “No, no, I, I, as soon as I 

saw it, I thought I was not making it home.” (00:41:41 mark). 

The interview concluded at approximately 1130 hrs. 

The interview was audio/video recorded. The recording was uploaded to Axon Justice 

as Reference Item J – ACSO Deputy Interviews > Involved Deputies Interview. The 

signed BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form is also attached to this report. 

Please see the attachments for further details. 

 

References: 

 Reference Item J – ACSO Deputy Interviews > Involved Deputy Interviews 

Attachments: 

1. 2026-07-10  CIN and Interview Diagrams 












