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Investigative Activity: Witness Officer Interview – Joshua Snodgrass 

Involves: Joshua Snodgrass (W) 

Activity Date: 06/17/2025 

Activity Location: Knox County Sheriff’s Office, 11540 Upper Gilchrist 

Road, Mount Vernon, OH 43050 

Authoring Agent: SA Joseph Lamping #184 

  

   
Narrative: 

On Tuesday, June 17, 2025, at 1100 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) 

Special Agent (SA) Joe Lamping (SA Lamping) and SA Nick Valente (SA Valente) 

interviewed Knox County Sheriff’s Office (KCSO) Deputy (Dep.) Joshua Snodgrass (Dep. 

Snodgrass), who was accompanied by his attorney, Robert Sauter, from the Fraternal 

Order of Police. The interview took place at the Knox County Sheriff’s Office. The 

interview was audio and video recorded. 

Dep. Snodgrass read, stated that he understood, and signed the BCI Criminal 

Investigation Notification form. 

Dep. Snodgrass was identified as being a police officer who witnessed and/or had 

some level of involvement in the June 17, 2025, officer-involved shooting which 

occurred at 10180 Busenburg Road, Howard, Ohio. Reportedly, Dep. Snodgrass did not 

discharge a firearm during the course of the incident. The purpose of the interview was 

to obtain all relevant information about the incident known or observed by this officer. 

Dep. Snodgrass’ radio call sign on June 5, 2025, was 4253. He has been employed by 

the KCSO for approximately one month. He has not been employed as a police officer 

elsewhere and was undergoing field training at the time of the incident. During the 

incident, Dep. Snodgrass wore his standard police uniform with a metal police badge 

affixed to it. He also wore an external ballistic vest and duty belt. He drove KCSO unit 

#35, a Ford Explorer, marked with KCSO emblems and emergency lights. He 

considered himself to be well-represented as a police officer during the incident. He 

stated that he was not under the influence of any substance that would impair his 

memory or judgment during the incident or during the interview with BCI. He does not 

wear corrective lenses. 
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Dep. Snodgrass provided a written statement which he read aloud during the interview. 

Dep. Snodgrass explained that he was assigned to the with his 

Field Training Officer Dep. Thomas Queen (Dep. Queen) on the night of the incident. 

He wrote that at 0121 hours he was dispatched to 10180 Busenburg Road along with 

Dep. Queen and   

 arrived on scene first and advised over the radio that the other 

responding unit could clear the call as he had contacted a male on scene. Dep. 

Snodgrass went in a different direction after being disregarded, but a short time later a 

radio call from  requested that his backup return. After the initial request 

for the backup to return, another request was made for the backup to “step it up.” 

When Dep. Snodgrass arrived on scene, he could hear giving commands 

inside the trailer for a person to show their hands. Dep. Snodgrass recalled hearing 

gunshots from inside the trailer as well.  

Dep. Snodgrass entered the trailer and described what he encountered as follows: 

“Deputy Queen and I entered the trailer to find behind 

a kitchen counter with his weapon drawn, pointing down a short 

hallway in the trailer, giving verbal commands to an individual at the 

end of the hallway. This person was later identified as Lloyd J. Ray. Mr. 

Ray was yelling that he was going to kill us and was shooting down the 

hallway at us. Deputy Queen took up a cover position to the left of 

and I maintained security at the front door through 

which we had entered. (6:22)” 

 told Dep. Snodgrass and Dep. Queen that Lloyd Ray (Lloyd) had “shot a 

female in the room with him (6:56)” Dep. Snodgrass observed another male in the 

trailer who was attempting to cover a juvenile with his body. He attempted to evacuate 

the male and juvenile from the trailer, but they refused.  Dep. Snodgrass called out 

over the radio that shots had been fired, and once again attempted to evacuate the 

other occupants of the trailer. The male cooperated, picked up the child, and exited 

the trailer. At roughly the same time, Dep. Snodgrass reported that an unknown 

chemical agent had been released into the trailer by Lloyd. Following the release of the 

chemical agent, Dep. Queen and  also evacuated the trailer. Dep. 

Snodgrass described the actions taken after leaving the trailer as follows: 

“Deputy Queen took control of the two individuals and escorted them to 

the cruiser sitting to, to our cruiser sitting in the driveway. 

exited the trailer and entered a barn structure on the 

property. I took up, I took up cover at the one side rear corner of 
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Cruiser. Mr. Ray was shooting at us out of the 

windows and doors of the trailer. I advanced to the front of the cruiser, 

opened the driver's side door, activated the cruiser spotlight and 

shined it into the window of the one/two corner of the trailer. Made my 

way back to the rear of the cruiser. Mr. Ray continued shooting at us 

and at one point a round struck the ground a foot or two away from 

my position. Deputy Queen also opened the driver's door of his cruiser 

and activated the spotlight, put on the window, and put it on a window 

on the one side of the trailer, Mr. Ray fired directly at Deputy Queen, 

striking the driver's door that Queen was behind. Deputy Queen 

advised that his cruiser had just been hit. Several minutes passed and 

we were taking rounds. I was not able to see Mr. Ray in the trailer. 

(7:38)” 

The deputies obtained information from the male that was evacuated from the trailer 

that Lloyd had hunting blinds set up in the woods around the trailer. It was the male’s 

belief that Lloyd would attempt to make it to the hunting blinds if he could get out of 

the trailer. The male also reported that Lloyd had a friend nearby that would do 

anything to help him. Based on the information provided by the male, the deputies 

attempted to set up a perimeter to prevent Lloyd from exiting the trailer. They held the 

perimeter until the SWAT team arrived to relieve them. Dep. Snodgrass also provided 

information about the incident to the SWAT team commanders to assist in formulating 

a plan of action for the team.  

Dep. Snodgrass stated that he had no previous contacts with Lloyd prior to this 

incident. He also felt that Lloyd posed an immediate threat to him and explained so as 

follows: 

“As to the threat posed by Mr. Ray to me, he clearly posed an 

immediate threat to me by shooting at me when I exited the trailer and 

was taking cover as described in the narrative of the incident. He also 

posed an immediate threat to his male son and granddaughter when 

they had exited the trailer and when they were taking cover by Deputy 

Queen's cruiser outside the residence. and Queen 

both had threats posed to them as they had exited the cruiser were 

outside the cruiser seeking cover from the shots fired by Mr. Ray. 

These threats posed to me and the male son, granddaughter, and 

and Queen were immediate threats placed, placing us 

in death, danger of death or serious bodily harm. While I cannot speak 

directly to the threat posed to before I entered the 



 

Ohio Attorney General’s Office  

Bureau of Criminal Investigation 

Investigative Report 

 

2025-1783 

Officer Involved Critical Incident - 10180 Busenburg Rd., 

Howard, OH 43028, Knox County 

 

 

This document is the property of the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation and is confidential in nature. Neither the 

document nor its contents are to be disseminated outside your agency except as provided by law - a statute, an 

administrative rule, or any rule of procedure. 
 

Page 4 of 4 Supervisor Approval: SAS Charles Moran #67 7/21/2025 4:35 PM 

trailer, once inside the trailer, Mr. Ray by the weapon he had fired at 

us, posed a direct and immediate threat to me, Deputy Queen, 

 the male son, and the granddaughter inside the trailer. These 

threats were immediate threats of death and or serious bodily harm. 

(10:53)” 

After reading through his written statement, Dep. Snodgrass signed it. The signed 

statement is attached to this report. Following Dep. Snodgrass’ statement, special 

agents Lamping and Valente asked him several questions.  

SA Lamping referenced a section of Dep. Snodgrass’ statement that said that he turned 

his camera on after “much of the incident had taken place” and asked Dep. Snodgrass 

if this was an accident. Dep. Snodgrass stated that he had only been with the KCSO for 

three weeks, and he did not immediately think about turning on his camera when there 

was shooting going on.  

Dep. Snodgrass did not report seeing Lloyd, or any muzzle flashes, while outside the 

trailer, but he did recall a round striking the gravel near him around the same time that 

Dep. Queen’s vehicle had been struck. He believes that either gravel had been kicked 

up or the round ricocheted into him.  

SA Valente asked Dep. Snodgrass about his response to the scene after hearing  

 state “step it up.” Dep. Snodgrass explained that when an officer asks someone 

to step it up that it typically means that something is about to go wrong. He also 

stated that it typically means for someone to get there as fast as they can.  

The interview concluded at approximately 1120 hours. 

The interview was audio and video recorded. The recordings can be reviewed in their 

entirety on AxonJustice.com under Reference Item D – Witness Officer Interviews. The 

signed BCI Criminal Investigation Notification Form was also attached to this report.  

 

References: 

Reference Item D – Witness Officer Interviews – Stored in Axon Justice 

Attachments: 

1. Criminal Investigation Notification (Snodgrass) 

2. Deputy Joshua Snodgrass’ Written Statement 

 




















