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On March 4, 2025, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) Special Agent Dave Hornyak
received notification from the Miami County Prosecutor's Office that Duane West would like to
speak with the lead BCI investigator relative to the officer-involved critical incident that
occurred on February 21, 2025, at 236 McKinley Avenue, Piqua, Ohio. At approximately 0903
hours, SA Hornyak called Mr. West as requested.

The call was recorded on a handheld digital recording device. This report is a summary only.
The entire phone call can be reviewed on the recording.

Mr. West said his son David, who was killed during the critical incident, had been in two
previous physical altercations with Lt. Marcos Rodriguez of the Piqua Police Department (PPD),
and speculated that Lt. Rodriguez may have purposefully killed David when responding to the
West's residence on February 21, 2025. Mr. West questioned why the police did not call a
counselor instead of attempting to remove David from the basement that evening. He also
questioned the need for lethal force. Mr. West went on to specify how David had significant
mental health issues and further stated that one of the previous encounters mentioned
involved David slipping his handcuffs after a physical altercation with Lt. Rodriguez.

In response to questions from the investigator, Mr. West acknowledged that he was not
personally present at either of the alleged previous incidents between Lt. Rodriguez and David
and that he only knew of them from David. Mr. West acknowledged that he and his wife could
have called a counselor themselves on February 21, 2025, but called police due to feeling
under threat from David. When SA Hornyak reminded Mr. West that he and his wife had
previously told investigators that David had rage in his eyes on the night of the incident, and
that David was "a monster" when drinking, Mr. West acknowledged this was true, but now said
that Lt. Rodriguez had rage in his eyes also. As this was the first time either Mr. West or his
wife had claimed anything of the sort, the agent reminded Mr. West that on the night of the
incident, both he and his wife had stated directly that they did not blame Lt. Rodriguez or the
Piqua Police Department for shooting David. In response, Mr. West said that he had needed
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Exhibit 1

Included as a separate file.
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