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On October 10, 2023 at approximately 1430 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI)
Special Agent James Mulford (SA Mulford) interviewed Columbus Division of Police (CPD) Officer

(Officer in response to an Officer-Involved Critical Incident (OICI) that
occurred between Abdisamad Mohamed Ismail (Ismail) and CPD pfficers that occurred on I-70
at the Mound Street exit, Columbus, Ohio (Franklin County). Ismail was fatally shot as a result
of the incident. CPD Officer was also shot multiple times and transported to the
hospital. He was released from the hospital and is recovering at his residence. The purpose of
the interview was to obtain all relevant information of the incident known or observed by this
individual. Also present for the interview was Officer  union attorney, Kate Harshman.

This interview was audio recorded, and a copy of the recording was saved electronically within
the case file. Please refer to the recording for specific quotes. The following is a summation of
the interview.

Prior to beginning the interview, SA Mulford provided Officer with a BCI "Criminal
Investigation Notification” form. SA Mulford advised BCI was conducting a criminal investigation
separate from any internal investigation that CPD may be conducting. Officer was told
his interview was voluntary and that he could stop answering questions at any time. Officer

verbally confirmed he understood the contents of the form and signed the document
further acknowledging his understanding. A copy of the signed Criminal Investigation
Notification (CIN) is attached to this report.

Attorney Kate Harshman provided SA Mulford with a written statement from Officer
regarding the OICI. Agent Mulford reviewed the statement upon receipt. Officer signed
his statement provided to BCI, and he verified the statement was a true and accurate depiction
of the OICI incident. Please refer to Officer statement for further details. A copy of
the signed written statement was saved within the case file and is attached to this report.

SA Mulford asked Officer if he would be willing to discuss the incident further. Officer
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and his attorney said that his written statement has all the details he could remember
documented. Officer is still recovering from the gunshot wounds and believed talking
further about the incident at this time could affect his recovery process. Officer was
very cooperative and complied with the investigation.

Officer wrote in his statement, “After the Mound Street Exit and just west of the 1-7IS
exit, the suspect vehicle appeared to have crashed and had stopped between the left most
(north) and middle of the three (3) lanes with its front facing northeast. I do not remember
seeing any sort of damage on the suspect vehicle. I saw a male black jump over the concrete
barrier to the south as we came to a stop. I radioed the mile marker location and told them that
the suspect was running south. I got out of passenger side (south) of the cruiser and drew my
weapon. I remember a white sedan, possibly a Toyota Camry, right behind the suspect vehicle,
between the cruiser and the concrete barrier. My focus was totally on the suspect I saw running
south I saw when we pulled up. I planned on jumping the concrete barrier and following him in
order to apprehend him.

Almost immediately after exiting the cruiser, and as I approached the barrier, I was shot several
times and fell to the ground. I do not remember seeing the suspect that shot me prior to being
shot and I do not remember the sound of his gun firing. I do clearly remember knowing I had
been shot. I remember yelling something like “I’m hit” or “I was shot.” As I was falling, I believe
I may have shot at the suspect, a male black, 1 to 2 times. When I fell onto the ground, the
suspect shot at me again. I do not remember hearing the shots, but I felt two (2) shots hit
my back, covered by my ballistic vest. I believe I hit my gun on the ground when I fell, and it
malfunctioned. I dropped the mag, reloaded, and pulled back the slide to clear it. I was still on
the ground and turned to see the suspect running to the east. I shot multiple times from the
ground laying on my right side with my head towards the concrete barrier. I tried to get up, but
my right leg gave way and I fell back to the ground. I repositioned myself on the ground. The
suspect was now walking towards me. He was looking directly at me and coming my direction.
I do not remember seeing the suspect’s weapon at the time, but I believed he was coming back
to finish me off. I fired multiple more times from the ground on my left side with my head
facing north, but the suspect kept coming. I kept firing until the suspect fell to the ground,
and the threat had ended. I remember looking back and seeing an officer behind me, 1 now
believe that was Officer though F did not know him at the time. Several other
officers came towards me, speaking to me. I remember officers placing a tourniquet on my
leg. I was carried under my arms to a cruiser and placed in the back. I was laying with my
head and upper body on the driver’s side of the vehicle laying on Officer An
officer, who I now know was Officer Anthony Muscaro, was holding the tourniquet on my leg.
I remember asking if Officer was ok, as I did not remember seeing him on scene after
the shooting and I wanted to make sure he had not been hurt. I now know that Officer
was driving the cruiser that was taking me to Grant Hospital. I was taken out of the cruiser at
Grant by several police officers that were apparently already there and carried to a gurney. I
then received treatment in the emergency room trauma bay. I had no further involvement in
the incident.”

Officer continued in his statement, “The third (or second) time I fired, the suspect was
coming towards me west with his eyes focused on me. I believed the suspect was returning to
execute me after he saw that I was not dead. I don’t remember how many times I fired. When I
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fired, I did not believe that I had any other reasonable alternative other than to fire to protect
myself. The suspect was or had been actively trying to kill me. He shot me multiple times. When
I fired, I also did not believe that I had any other reasonable alternative other than to fire to
protect my fellow officers and the civilians that were stopped in their vehicles on the interstate
as their lives were in imminent danger of death or severe bodily harm from the armed suspect.”

Officer had no further information. The interview concluded.

SA Mulford asked Officer and his attorney if he would be willing to sign a consent
form releasing his medical records to BCI. On October 11, 2023, SA Mulford emailed a release
form to Attorney Kate Harshman. The details are being discussed and the form will be signed.

Attachments:Attachments:

Attachment # 01: 10-10-2023 Officer Interview
Attachment # 02: CIN-Officer 
Attachment # 03: Signed Statement- Officer 
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