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Investigative Activity: Interview with Sergeant Joseph Gladden 

Involves: Sergeant Joseph Gladden (S) 

Activity Date: 11/01/2024 

Activity Location: Mansfield Police Department-30 N. Diamond Street, 

Mansfield, Ohio 

Authoring Agent: SA Cory Momchilov #64 

 

Narrative: 

On Friday, November 1, 2024, at 1035 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation 

(BCI) Special Agent (SA) Cory Momchilov (Momchilov) and SA Jon Lieber (Lieber) 

interviewed Sergeant Joseph Gladden (Sergeant Gladden), who was accompanied by his 

attorneys, Robert Sauter (Attorney Sauter) and Lane Hagar (Attorney Hagar), from the 

Fraternal Order of Police. The interview took place at the Mansfield Police Department, 

located at 30 North Diamond Street, Mansfield. The interview was audio and video 

recorded  

Prior to the interview, agents were advised by Attorney Sauter that Sergeant Gladden 

had prepared a typed statement, which a copy was provided to agents. It was decided 

that Sergeant Gladden would read his typed statement to investigators, and afterward 

agents would ask any follow-up or clarification questions.  

Sergeant Gladden’s typed statement is attached to this Investigative Report. The reader 

of this Investigative Report is strongly encouraged to read the typed statement in its 

entirety before reading the follow-up question section of this Investigative Report.  

Also, prior to the interview, Sergeant Gladden read, understood and signed the BCI 

Criminal Investigation Notification form. 

Follow-Up Questions 

SA Momchilov asked Sergeant Gladden if a specific radio channel was utilized during 

the incident. Sergeant Gladden advised that Channel 4 was utilized, and that channel is 

also referred to as “Man-Tac.” 

SA Momchilov stated that Sergeant Gladden mentioned in his statement that the 

individual (Michael Oswalt) had placed or thrown items down the stairs to create an 

obstacle to the path upstairs. Sergeant Gladden responded, “Correct.” SA Momchilov 
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asked Sergeant Gladden why an individual would do that in a tactical situation. 

Sergeant Gladden believed the individual placed those items in that position to delay 

officers’ response to the upstairs area, if entry was made.  

SA Momchilov stated, “You said at one point the female was taking too long and he 

threatened to go up, to the children. Did you hear that statement?” Sergeant Gladden 

stated he did hear the statement and Oswalt yelled it down the stairs. Sergeant 

Gladden stated, “It sounded like he thought she was down there talking to us, giving 

us information so he was trying to get her to hurry up and come back upstairs.” 

SA Momchilov asked, “Would it be fair to say that he was kind of like, threatening the 

children.” Sergeant Gladden replied, “That was definitely what we all interpreted.” 

SA Momchilov stated, “You also said at one point, ‘Mr. Oswalt he tried to convince the 

female victim to go downstairs with him to use the children as human shields.’” 

Sergeant Gladden responded “correct.” SA Momchilov then asked, “Have you seen 

anything like that before?” Sergeant Gladden explained that he had never been involved 

in a hostage situation where there was a human shield.  

SA Momchilov stated, “You said you positioned yourself in the back of the stack. Who 

else was in the stack with you?” Sergeant Gladden replied, “So it was everyone else who 

was involved up on the porch and stairs. It would have been Officer Webb and Haines 

at the threshold of the door, Gess was behind them. Burt Skeen was still up on the 

porch at this time and Brad Henerson was still on the stairs.  

SA Momchilov stated, “You said, Mr. Oswalt at the bottom of the stairs, was pursuing 

the female victim holding two knives in the attack position. Can you demonstrate that?” 

Sergeant Gladden replied, “He kind of held them, just like this (Figure 1-15:31). Maybe 

head level, shoulder level but he had his arms in the air and knives up like this.” 
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Figure 1 

 

SA Momchilov asked Sergeant Gladden what his interpretation was of that position. 

Sergeant Gladden responded, “To be honest, my interpretation at that moment was 

that he was trying to get us to shoot him. Once the female victim was out, my initial 

thought was he was chasing her. That’s why she got scared, ran, that was the 

commotion, he was trying to get to her. Maybe, that’s how he was going to end it, was 

going to kill her and either have us kill him or whatever, but she was able to get out. 

So, I think, I mean there was still a moment when he was at the bottom of the stairs 

that I thought he would give up but then it became clear as he just continued to walk 

towards the officers at the doorway that he definitely was not going to allow that to 

happen. He was going to either stab somebody to make us shoot him or he was just 

going to keep coming until we shot him.” 

SA Momchilov stated, “I guess this is an opinion question. Do you think his intention 

was suicide by cop?” 

Sergeant Gladden replied, “I do think that was his intention, but I also thought he 

would do whatever he had to do to make sure that happened.” 

SA Momchilov responded, “When you mean, do what he had to do, does that mean 

stabbing other officers, stabbing the female victim?” 

Sergeant Gladded replied, “Correct, yeah, there was no doubt in my mind that he was 

not above stabbing one of us to make sure that we would shoot him, if he got all the 

way to one of the officers at the door.” 

SA Momchilov asked Sergeant Gladden, “When you fired through the window, could 

you tell if you hit him at all?” 
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Sergeant Gladden replied, “I mean, I couldn’t tell just because I could tell that the other 

officers were firing, I mean, I wasn’t that far away, it was maybe 15 or 20 feet and so I 

knew I had lined up my shot, I wasn’t just firing blindly. I knew that I had looked, my 

dot was on him when I fired. He fell as soon as I fired but I also knew the other officers 

were firing, so, no I can’t say for certain if my bullet was the one that hit him, I had no 

idea.” 

SA Momchilov stated, “You said your dot was on him. Could you tell what portion of his 

body it was on?” 

Sergeant Gladden explained that he had a clear, unobstructed view of the individual 

from the waist up and was aiming at center mass. Sergeant Glassen further explained 

he was looking at the individual at “a side angle.”   

Sergeant Gladden advised that no one has asked him to lie or otherwise try to 

influence his statement to investigators.  

Sergeant Gladden was not injured as a result form this incident.  

Sergeant Gladden’s typed statement, the audio recording of the interview and the 

Criminal Investigation Notification form are attached to this Investigative Report.  

The video recording of Sergeant Gladden’s interview was placed onto a portable hard 

drive and placed into the item section of the physical case file, labeled as Reference 

Item E. 

 

References: 

Reference Item E-Video recording of Sergeant Gladden’s interview 

Attachments: 

 1. Sergeant Gladden’s Typed Statement  

2. Audio Recording of Sergeant Gladden’s Interview  

3. Criminal Investigation Notification form signed by Sergeant Gladden 

 

 

 


















