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Investigative Activity: Uninvolved Officer Interview

Involves: Sergeant Christopher Staley (W)

Activity Date: 10/27/2025

Activity Location: BClI - 760 Boardman Canfield Road, Suite 2, Youngstown
Ohio

Authoring Agent: SA Darien Spann #158

Narrative:

On Monday, October 27, 2025, at 1015 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation
(BCI) Special Agent (SA) Darien Spann (SA Spann) and SA Joe Lamping (SA Lamping)
interviewed Youngstown Police Department (YPD) Sergeant (Sgt.) Christopher Staley
(Staley), who was accompanied by his attorney, Jessica Franken, from the Fraternal
Order of Police. The interview took place at BCl - 760 Boardman Canfield Road, Suite 2,
Youngstown Ohio. The interview was audio-recorded.

Sgt. Staley was identified as being a police officer who had some level of involvement
in the October 9, 2025, officer-involved shooting which occurred in the area of 4134
Rush Blvd, Youngstown, Ohio. Reportedly, Sgt. Staley did not discharge a firearm
during the course of the incident. The purpose of the interview was to obtain all
relevant information about the incident known or observed by this officer.

Sgt. Staley stated that his radio call sign on October 9, 2025, was 834. He has been
employed by the Youngstown Police Department for about 13 years. He has been a
police officer for a total of 15 years. During the incident, Sgt. Staley wore a uniform
that was described as a tactical uniform, which consisted of pants and a green shirt
that read as police. Also, a police external vest that read SWAT and police, and duty
belt. He drove an YPD marked black Dodge Durango, vehicle number 6200, marked
with YPD emblems and emergency lights. He considered himself to be well-represented
as a police officer during the incident. He stated he was not under the influence of any
substance that would impair his memory or judgment during the incident or during the
interview with BCI.

Before the interview, Sgt. Staley provided SA Spann and SA Lamping with a written
statement regarding the OICI and referred to it during the interview.
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Sgt. Staley stated that he responded to an officer-involved shooting at 4134 Rush Blvd.
in Youngstown, Ohio, on October 9, 2025. Sgt. Staley responded with the Mahoning
Valley Crisis Response Team (MVCRT) and learned that the shooting suspect was
outstanding and was in the residence. Upon arrival, Sgt. Staley began to coordinate a
perimeter along with officers on scene at the time. Once Sgt. Saluga assumed
command of the perimeter, Sgt. Staley left the scene to retrieve an armored vehicle
that would be used to assist the MVCRT in getting closer to the residence to gain entry
in the house.

Sgt. Staley stated that at approximately 1405 hours, the MVCRT made physical entry
into 4134 Rush Blvd, utilizing a ram and pry bar. Sgt. Staley assisted with clearing the
second story of the residence and was advised of an attic access panel inside of a
closet in a bedroom. A drone was attempted and failed to fly in the attic area forcing
an officer to use a mirror and flashlight to visibly clear the attic area. Once it was
determined the subject was not immediately visible, ||| [ | | | JJEEI cntered the attic.
Sgt. Staley stated at 1427 hours that he heard a single gunshot.

“I heard a single gunshot come from the attic area. This was immediately
followed by a volley of several more gunshots. At this time, team leader Brooks
rushed up the stairs and assist us with evacuating from the attic and the second
floor. We stopped on the landing and ensured the entire team was together.
Once we confirmed we had the entire team and assessed each other for any
injuries, the determination was made to make our way back to the first-floor
kitchen. Due to team leader Brooks reporting that gunshots had come from the
attic to the second floor toward us. Commander Saluga then ordered the gas be
deployed into the attic using 40-millimeter munition launchers.” (08:12 Minute
Marker)

“A drone was then utilized from the exterior of the house that gained entry
through a vent that was punched out from the gas deployment. The drone
confirmed that the suspect was lying on one side, on the one side wall of the
attic. At approximately 1642 hours, operators, Kelly, Villa Daley, and Team
Leader Brooks pushed back upstairs and back into the bedroom where the attic
access was located. Team Leader Brooks and Operator Kelly, then hand
deployed a robot into the attic so they could see a closer look at the suspect and
gain intelligence on his condition. After the robot was successfully placed into
the attic, all operators backed outta the room and worked back to the top of the
stairs. At approximately 1655 hours Commander Saluga came into the residence
to advise the suspect was deceased.” (09:00 Minute Marker)

The interview concluded at approximately 1025 hours.
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For further information, please refer to the audio-recorded interview which could be
found in Axon Justice under Reference Item E Officer Interviews and Diagram - 2025-
10-27: Interview of Sergeant Christopher Staley. The written statement from Sgt. Staley
was signed and uploaded to Matrix and is attached to this report.

References:

Reference Item E Officer Interviews and Diagram - 2025-10-27: Interview of
Sergeant Christopher Staley - stored in Axon Justice

Attachments:

1. Sgt Staley signed statement
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Statement of Sergeant Christopher Staley, Youngstown Police Department,
Regarding Incident on October 9, 2025

On 10-09-2025 at approximately 1230 hours, I Det. Sgt. Christopher Staley along with other
Operators of the Mahoning Valley Crisis Response Team (SWAT), responded to 4134 Rush
Blvd. Youngstown, Ohio 44512 to assist with an officer involved critical incident. Upon arriving
on scene at 4134 Rush Blvd it was determined that one Youngstown City Police Officer had
confronted an armed suspect in the back yard of the residence and had been struck by gunfire in
the right arm.

Being one of the first initial first responders on scene as well as my role as a Det. Sgt. for the
Youngstown Police Department, I Det. Sgt. Staley began to take control of the initial scene in
order to establish both an outer perimeter as well as an inner perimeter which spanned 3 blocks
in all directions. While doing so, I ensured that the residence in question, 4134 Rush Blvd and all
outbuildings to include the detached garage and rear yard shed were completely secured. Once
commander Saluga arrived and assumed command of the scene, I turned the perimeter over to
YPD Command staff and assumed my role as Assistant Team Leader for MVCRT. After
discussions with Commander Saluga, I then left the scene to retrieve the Armored NRU Van in
order to get an entry team close to the residence. Upon my arrival back to the scene, MVCRT
Operators were loaded into the van, and a plan was being implemented on how to systematically
clear the residence and the outbuildings.

At approximately 1400 hours the MVCRT began entry of the residence. Myself, along with other
Operators, then approached the front of the residence loudly announcing “police”! Once at the
front door of the residence it was determined that the residence was secured. MVCRT operators
then called up a breach team and opened the front door manually. MVCRT Operators then
attempted to fly an indoor drone into the residence to gain information and see if the suspect had
run into the abandoned structure. Ultimately, the indoor drone failed to maintain flight and had
crashed inside the residence.

At approximately 1405 hours Operators made physical entry into the residence. At
approximately 1408 hours, Operators had secured the first floor of the house and began clearing
the second story of the residence. At this time, I assisted with clearing the second story of the
residence. Once the second story of the residence was cleared, I was advised that there was an
attic access panel inside a closet in a second story bedroom. I was advised by operators
Villaplana,- and Daley that they needed a pry bar in order to open the access panel. 1
was able to retrieve the pry bar from the armored NRU van and give it to the aforementioned
operators.

At approximately 1420 hours Operators-Villaplana, Daley, and myself began making
access into the attic of 4134 Rush Blvd. Operators moved the door to the attic using a pry bar,
then attempted to fly an indoor drone up into the attic due to it being a confined space. The drone



had failed to navigate the attic and was stuck up inside the attic space. Operators then used a
mirror with a flashlight to clear around the attic access. Once it was determined that the suspect
was not immediately visible around the attic access ||| G cn began entering
the attic access. _was able to recover the drone as it crashed close to the
entrance of the attic. While recovering the drone-loticed some of the attic insulation to
look out of place like it had been tampered with. At that time-held at the attic entrance
and relayed the information back to myself. Due to this new information, I contacted Team
Leader Brooks over the radio and advised him to meet me downstairs at the front of the
residence. Once meeting with Team Leader Brooks, I advised him that the suspect could possibly
be-barricaded inside-the attic. Team Leader Brooks then relayed- this-information to Commander

Saluga.

At approximately 1426 hours _made full entry into the attic and began to clear
the area of insulation he thought may have looked out of place. At this time, I had just returned
upstairs to speak with Operator Villaplana to discuss if the suspect was confirmed to be in the
attic. At approximately 1427 hours I heard a single gunshot come from the attic area. This was
immediately followed by a volley of several more gunshots. At this time, Team Leader Brooks
rushed up the stairs and assisted us with evacuating from the attic and second floor. We stopped
on the landing and ensured the entire team was together. Once we confirmed we had the entire
team and assessed each other for any injuries, the determination was made to make our way back
to the first-floor kitchen due to Team Leader Brooks reporting that gunshots had come from the
attic to the second floor toward us.

Commander Saluga then ordered that gas be deployed into the attic using 40 m.m. munitions
launchers. As the gas was deployed into the attic from the exterior perimeter teams, and
additional drone was deployed to attempt to see into the attic from inside the residence. This
drone had also failed. A drone was then utilized from the exterior of the house that gained entry
through a vent that was punched out from the gas deployment. That drone confirmed that the
suspect was lying on the one side wall of the attic.

At approximately 1642 hours Operators Kelly, Villaplana, Daley, and Team Leader Brooks
pushed back up the stairs and back into the bedroom where the attic access was located. Team
Leader Brooks and Operator Kelly then hand deployed a robot into the attic so they could get a
closer look at the suspect and gain intelligence on his condition. After the robot was successfully
placed into the attic all Operators backed out of the room and worked back to the top of the

stairs.

At approximately 1655 hours Commander Saluga came into the residence to advise the suspect
was deceased. Commander Saluga advised all operators and Team Leaders who were inside the
residence during the critical incident were to remain inside until BCI arrived and conducted their
investigation. Once BCI arrived we were released with nothing further to report.



Respectfully Submitted,

Det. Sgt. C. Staley #1129
Mahoning Valley Crisis Response Team
Youngstown Police Department
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