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2024-1376
Officer Involved Critical Incident - Interstate 77 Southbound at
Exit 85 , New Philadelphia, OH 44663

Investigative Activity:Investigative Activity: Interview with Officer

Involves:Involves: (S)

Date of Activity:Date of Activity: 05/17/2024

Activity Location:Activity Location: - Business - 2454 E. High Avenue, New
Philadelphia, OH 44663

Author:Author: SA Eric Lehnhart, #84

Narrative:Narrative:

On Friday, May 17, 2024, at 1200 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) Special
Agent (SA) Eric Lehnhart (SA Lehnhart) and SA John Tingley (SA Tingley) interviewed Ohio State
Highway Patrol (OSHP) ( , who was accompanied by his
attorney, Lathan Lipperman, from the Ohio Trooper's Coalition. The interview took place at
2454 East High Avenue, New Philadelphia, Ohio 44663. The interview was audio recorded.

read, understood, and signed the BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form.

This report only summarizes the information deemed by the author to be of the most
relevance to the investigation and does not purport to contain all questions and answers from
the interview. Further, this report was placed in a chronology to aid the reader’s overall
understanding of the information elicited during the interview and may not be reflective of the
actual sequencing of questions. It is suggested that the full recording be reviewed to clarify
any content or contextual questions regarding the information from the interview.

Preliminary and Demographic Information:Preliminary and Demographic Information:

Name:Name: Rank:Rank:
Badge Number:Badge Number: / Unit Cruiser/Vehicle Number:Cruiser/Vehicle Number:
Radio Call Sign:Radio Call Sign: Unit Immediate Supervisor:Immediate Supervisor: Sgt. Jennifer Makas
Radio Channel Utilized:Radio Channel Utilized: New Philadelphia Mobile Data Terminal:Mobile Data Terminal: Present; Not Used
Cruiser Description:Cruiser Description: OSHP Dark Gray Occupants of Cruiser and SeatingOccupants of Cruiser and Seating

Positions:Positions: One (1) Out of Cruiser Contact
Assignment:Assignment: Midnights Normal Shift:Normal Shift: 10 PM – 6 AM
In-Car Camera:In-Car Camera: Operational & Utilized Spotlight:Spotlight: Present; Not utilized
Emergency Lights:Emergency Lights: Present; Not Utilized Siren:Siren: Present; Not Used
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Shift Day of Incident:Shift Day of Incident: Friday Duty Status:Duty Status: On-Duty
Days Off:Days Off: Friday & Saturday Prior Overtime or Extra Details withinPrior Overtime or Extra Details within

Preceding 48 Hours:Preceding 48 Hours: None
Hours of Sleep Prior to Incident:Hours of Sleep Prior to Incident: 7 – 8 hrs Consider Self Well Rested?:Consider Self Well Rested?: Yes
Total Length as Officer:Total Length as Officer: Sixteen (16) Length at Current Agency:Length at Current Agency: Twelve (12)
Physical Disabilities (to include hearingPhysical Disabilities (to include hearing
aid):aid): None Corrective Lenses:Corrective Lenses: No Corrective Lenses

Uniform Worn:Uniform Worn: Standard OSHP Gray Equipment and Less-Lethal OptionsEquipment and Less-Lethal Options
Carried on Person/Belt/Vest:Carried on Person/Belt/Vest: Taser X26

Ballistic Vest:Ballistic Vest: Concealed Armor Body Worn Camera:Body Worn Camera: Present & Used
Other Recording Devices:Other Recording Devices: None Partner:Partner: None
Injuries:Injuries: None Equipment Damage:Equipment Damage: None
Training or Areas of Specialty:Training or Areas of Specialty: None OPOTC Certification:OPOTC Certification: OSHP Academy
Military Experience/Training:Military Experience/Training: Combat
Military Experience / ANG Red Horse

Use-of-Force Training:Use-of-Force Training: January 2024

Prior Shooting Incidents:Prior Shooting Incidents: None Prior Discipline or Use-of-ForcePrior Discipline or Use-of-Force
Complaints:Complaints: None

Medications, Prescriptions, or Drugs thatMedications, Prescriptions, or Drugs that
might Impair Your Duties at Time ofmight Impair Your Duties at Time of
Incident:Incident: None

Medications, Prescriptions, or Drugs thatMedications, Prescriptions, or Drugs that
might Impair You Now for Interview:might Impair You Now for Interview: None

Alcohol in Past 24 Hours?Alcohol in Past 24 Hours? None Last Consumed Alcohol Prior to Incident:Last Consumed Alcohol Prior to Incident:
Unknown

Officer’s Firearm(s):Officer’s Firearm(s):

Weapon #1Weapon #1

Make:Make: Sig Sauer Model:Model: P320
Caliber/Gauge:Caliber/Gauge: 9 mm Serial:Serial: Click here to enter text.
Type:Type: Semi-Auto Handgun Method of Carry:Method of Carry: Right Side Duty Belt
Magazine Capacity:Magazine Capacity: 17 Total Rounds as Carried (includingTotal Rounds as Carried (including

chamber):chamber): 17 +1
Extra Magazines:Extra Magazines: Two (2) on Duty Belt Number of Rounds in Extra Magazines:Number of Rounds in Extra Magazines: 17
Discharged During Incident?Discharged During Incident? Yes Primary or Backup Weapon:Primary or Backup Weapon: Primary
Rounds Remaining After Incident:Rounds Remaining After Incident: Eleven
(11)

Number of Rounds Fired:Number of Rounds Fired: Six (6) or Seven
(7)

Right/Left-Handed Carry:Right/Left-Handed Carry: Right-Handed Ownership:Ownership: Department Owned
Last Qualification Date:Last Qualification Date: January 2024 Type of Holster, if any:Type of Holster, if any: Retention Holster

Weapon #2

Make:Make: Sig Sauer Model:Model: P365
Caliber/Gauge:Caliber/Gauge: 9 mm Serial:Serial: Click here to enter text.
Type:Type: Semi-Auto Handgun Method of Carry:Method of Carry: Ankle
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Magazine Capacity:Magazine Capacity: Ten (10) Total Rounds as Carried (includingTotal Rounds as Carried (including
chamber):chamber): 10 +1

Extra Magazines:Extra Magazines: None Number of Rounds in Extra Magazines:Number of Rounds in Extra Magazines:
None

Discharged During Incident?Discharged During Incident? No Primary or Backup Weapon:Primary or Backup Weapon: Backup
Rounds Remaining After Incident:Rounds Remaining After Incident: Eleven
(11)

Number of Rounds Fired:Number of Rounds Fired: None (0)

Right/Left-Handed Carry:Right/Left-Handed Carry: Right-Handed Ownership:Ownership: Personally Owned
Last Qualification Date:Last Qualification Date: January 2024 Type of Holster, if any:Type of Holster, if any: Concealed

Narrative:Narrative:

(  was working patrol in the southern part of Tuscarawas
County when he received a request to respond to the area of Interstate 77 and Schneider's
Crossing (Exit 85). Once on scene, he parked behind both Troopers Spencer Day (Trooper Day)
and s (  patrol vehicles. As he approached the Troopers on scene, he
observed a red pickup truck parked on the off ramp. According to  

said that the occupant of the pickup truck appeared to be impaired or under the
influence of drugs and was not acting normal. During this time, or shortly after, 

discovered that the occupant's name was Kendell Woodard (Woodard).

As approached the vehicle, Woodard was verbally nonresponsive, rocked back
and forth and "looked nervously wide eyed." made multiple attempts to build
rapport with Woodard, but he would only rock and vape. eventually asked
Trooper Day and to move back towards their patrol vehicles as a safety
precaution.

Woodard was asked by whether he had any weapons. Woodard's eyes
"immediately darted right" towards the passenger side of the vehicle but would offer no verbal
response. summonsed local paramedics who arrived and also tried to engage
a response from Woodard. The only verbal response that was offered by Woodard was
"everybody's safe."

Over the next several hours, began to believe that Woodard was suffering
from a "mental disturbance." With that, he offered Woodard reassurance that all they wished
to do was to get him help. Cigarettes, cigars, coffee, and donuts were also offered as a
rapport builder, but Woodard would not respond to those offers.

called for a crisis intervention team (CIT) certified deputy. Also, with the
assistance from the OSP Intelligence Center, Woodard's guardian Bettina was located and
contacted by telephone. After Woodard would not answer her calls, had her
call patched to his cellular telephone and placed the phone near the open window of the
vehicle. Woodard became emotional as Bettina spoke, but only continued to rock and shake
his head back and forth indicating the "no" gesture. Bettina was advised that Troopers would
have to call her back as the situation was getting to the point where Lieutenant Harris believed
that had exhausted all options and that those on scene would probably have
to go hands-on with Woodard.

This document is the property of the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation and is confidential in nature. Neither
the document nor its contents are to be disseminated outside your agency except as provided by law - a statute,
an administrative rule, or any rule of procedure.

Page 3 of 4 Approved By SAS Charles Moran on 06/17/2024



pled with Woodard several more minutes standing at the "A" pillar of
Woodard's vehicle before grabbed Woodard's arm to escort him out of the
vehicle. Woodard immediately tensed up and pulled back, placing his right arm behind his
back. As they ordered Woodard to show his hands, moved up along the
passenger side of the vehicle and observed a gun. After called out "gun, gun,
gun, it's in his right hand" Woodard pulled a silver handgun from behind his back and raised it
towards the open driver's side door in the direction of both and 

 fired multiple shots towards Woodard chest and stopped firing when
he noticed Woodard slumping in the seat and the weapon, he had in his hand, had lowered
back down.

Troopers and Officers on scene used cover to allow another deputy to secure the weapon from
Woodard's hand. Once the weapon was secured, Woodard was removed from the vehicle and
emergency aid was rendered to him.

As paramedics assumed treatment of Woodard, secured the weapon and
placed it, five (5) cartridges and one (1) fired cartridge casing in an evidence bag.

believed he had no other option than to use lethal force to stop Woodard from
injuring himself,  or others near the vehicle.

The interview concluded at approximately 1317 hours.

The interview was audio recorded. The audio recording signed BCI Criminal Investigation
Notification form and statement are all attached to this report. Please see the
attachments for further details.

References:References:

No references.

Attachments:Attachments:

Attachment # 01: 2024-05-17 Criminal Investigation Notification Form
Attachment # 02: 2024-05-17 Written Statement
Attachment # 03: 2024-05-17 Interview
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