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While  was describing the way Adams was holding the firearm, he 

demonstrated the motions. The final image in the series below was ’s 

approximation of Adams placing the gun in his lap with the muzzle directed towards 

the deputies: 

 

 explained that Adams became upset when he observed

’s rifle.  moved his position around the vehicle and ultimately 

decided to return to the front of the vehicle as it afforded a better angle should he 

have to fire his rifle. While he was at the front of the vehicle,  recalled 

the following about Adams’ actions: 

Uh, next thing I remember is the gentleman getting up, walking over 

towards and the fire chief. He then turns away and that's 

when I catch  He extends and I could tell 'cause I was close 

enough that it was uh, our taser. I listened for the pop, watched the 

pop, I watched his reaction. He turned around. That gun went straight 

at and the fire chief, uh, fearing for their life, everybody 

else's life. That was on 534 myself,  

that's when I opened fire. Uh, I shot two rounds. Once I seen the two 

rounds, uh, I could see the gentleman start falling down and that's 

when I put my firearm on safe and waited to make sure he's no longer 

a threat. (13:58) 

While  was describing the above incident, he demonstrated the manner 

in which Adams turned and presented the firearm towards the law enforcement officers 

on scene: 
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Following the shooting,  described an altercation that occurred 

between  and Garland: 

During that time, that's when I seen  start uh, holding 

back uh, the fire chief, stating that he's too emotionally involved, that 

the scene is still not safe, we can't let you go up there. So, he's starting 

to push into, not extend, but just using like his body weight to go into 

. So, I step in, start holding the fire chief back. Uh, and 

that's when, I mean he was tense. Uh, you can see his fists were balled 

up and then we ended up getting him on the other side of his cruiser. 

That's when came over and made the comment about him 

going in handcuffs. put his handcuff on his right arm. I 

got mine on the left and we kind of conjoined him. So, then I stood with 

him while went off. (14:58) 

 said  walked away from him and went to assist  

 with first aid/care for Adams.  stated that the Braceville Fire 

Department and the Newton Falls Fire Department arrived on scene and began to treat 

Adams who was ultimately transported away from the scene via ambulance.  

SA Lamping asked  if he knew where the firearm Adams was holding 

went after he fell to the ground.  was not sure where the firearm ended 

up. He explained that his attention was directed towards Garland after the shooting 

occurred. SA Lamping asked if  was concerned with the location of the 

firearm and he stated: 
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Absolutely, because to me none of us knew where that firearm was at 

at the time and I don't know if that gentleman's still alive. I mean, if we 

let him go up there and that guy's thinking it's the police that's coming 

up on him, he cracks off a few rounds. Now we gotta explain why we 

let a fire chief up there when it was not safe. (17:24) 

 explained that he did not consider the scene to be safe until the 

firearm was located and secured. He also did not feel comfortable allowing Garland to 

render aid to Adams in an unsafe scene.  

SA Lamping asked  if he could tell if Adams had fired the weapon at 

any time while the law enforcement officers were on scene.  said: 

I heard a bunch of gunshots. I don't know if he fired or not. (18:08) 

SA Lamping asked  what he was thinking when he observed Adam start 

to turn towards the law enforcement officers after being tased.  stated: 

When I seen him turn and lower that pistol, apologize for the language, 

but what went through my head is like, oh fuck, he's going to shoot 

them. (19:10) 

SA Lamping asked  if he felt there was any other option than deadly 

force at that moment.  explained that he felt there were no other 

options: 

No. Once he pointed that gun and him constantly, 'cause the gun had 

been pointed at me, uh, and just kind of how irrational he was, that 

was the only option. Once we, once the taser was ineffective and since 

he pointed a gun at uh, fire Chief and  (19:27) 

SA Lamping asked  about the other incidents in which Adams had 

pointed a gun at the law enforcement officers.  explained how Adams 

had pointed the firearm as follows: 

Yeah, he puts it, I believe it was gonna be on his right leg. Can I use 

this? Yeah, absolutely. So, I, he goes like this and then he goes like this 

on him, but he's looking this way. So, I, that's when I told  

I go watch that gun is pointed at us. That's when I made my move to 

go back to the front of the vehicle. 'cause if I had to take a shot, I had 

a uh, more room if I had to move to go with him. (19:56) 
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 used a training pistol to provide further emphasis to his above 

description. The following still images were taken from the video interview and are an 

approximation of Adams’ actions according to : 

 

SA Lamping asked  if he knew whether Garland was at the scene in a 

personal capacity or a professional capacity. He stated: 

That was, I did not know at the time because that was odd because 

usually every other time we've had a person, 'cause to me it didn't even 

come out like a suicidal, it came out with a person in roadway with a 

firearm. So, I found it odd that the fire chief was there to begin with 

because to me, as of right now, it's not a medical call. And then, uh, it 

still didn't make much sense. I'm like, why is he here and his squad's 

not here? Like, I don't know what he keeps in his vehicle to help render 

aid. I'm, I would assume that's all in the ambulance. Uh, I, I just found 

it very odd that he was there and none of his crew was there. And then 

I heard they said to call in the ambulance. So, it was just, uh, I would 

say it was uh, very odd. I'd never seen that before. (20:43) 

SA Lamping asked  what kind of resistance he encountered with 

Garland.  explained: 

It took two of us to get him behind his vehicle 'cause he, he was just 

kind of using his weight pushing into us, uh, and kind of walking 

towards us. So, we were able to get him behind the passenger side of 

his cruiser and by that time there was three of us to try to get him in 

handcuffs. (21:50) 
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SA Lamping asked  if anything about Garland’s behavior struck him as 

odd.  explained that he felt that he could detect the odor of alcohol 

emitting from Garland: 

Uh, for all the times that I went on medical calls with them, I've never 

seen Todd act like that. To me, that's a whole Todd I've never seen 

before. And then standing with him most of the time it could have been 

my senses were, uh, hypervigilant or hypersensitive. But when he 

spoke, I, I could smell like an odor of an alcoholic beverage coming 

from him when he did speak. Do I think he was impaired to drive a 

vehicle? No, but I could still smell it on his breath. (22:20) 

SA Lamping asked  if he felt that Garland could render medical aid in 

the state that he was describing.  said: 

I don't think he would've been able to because I think he was too 

emotionally involved because after the fact I was finding out that he 

knew that person, he lets that person rent property off of him. He's 

known that person ever since he grew up. So, he, he's just too 

emotionally attached with that person, too emotionally involved. 

(23:01) 

SA Lamping asked  if Garland calmed down at any point during the 

incident.  explained that after  spoke with Garland he 

began to calm down. He went on to state the Garland made an assortment of 

comments to him: 

… but he was still making comments, like taking, I wouldn't say… they 

were unnecessary comments. Uh, like after we were all done, he said, 

‘good job kid’ who, who, who says that after what just happened. Uh, 

and then when he was yelling at us, he, he made the comments like, 

uh, ‘you better hope you don't call for us. Hope you don't need us’ 

calling us murderers. Like, I'd never seen that side of Todd before. So, 

uh, there was other factors going on. (24:32) 

SA Lamping asked  if he recalled any remarks made by Adams during 

the incident.  recalled the following: 

No, other than the fact that, uh, the one that just sticks out to me 

saying he didn't want to harm us. Uh, but when he, he made, he made 

the remark towards me once he seen me in with the AR uh, something 
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about, uh, ‘the short motherfucker over there has his rifle, like, I'm 

gonna do something.’ I'm like, I don't want anything. I don't want to do 

anything to you, just be done. But that's the only time I ever said 

anything to him because he was directing it towards me. (25:11) 

SA Lamping asked  why he made the decision to obtain the AR from his 

vehicle. He explained that two other law enforcement officers were armed with pistols, 

he had no intention of firing the AR but felt that he was a more accurate shot with the 

rifle should he need to fire.  

SA Lamping asked  if he had anything to add to the interview prior to 

concluding.  explained that he had a momentary malfunction with the 

safety on the rifle which required him to reactivate it to fire.  

The interview concluded at approximately 1311 hours. 

The interview was audio and video recorded. The recordings were uploaded to Axon 

Justice and stored as part of Reference Item E – Officer Interviews. The times 

referenced in this report correspond to the elapsed time from the video recording and 

not the time of day. The signed BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form was 

attached to this report. 

 

References: 

Reference Item E – Officer Interviews: Subfolder – 2025-12-01 

; 2025-12-01: Interview of ; stored on Axon 

Justice. 

Attachments: 

1. Criminal Investigation Notification Form -  




