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On January 31, 2023, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) Special Investigations and
Crime Scene Units were requested by Jackson County Sheriff’s Office (JCSO) Sheriff Ted Frazier
to investigative an Officer-Involved Critical Incident (shooting) between members of the JCSO
and William Beach (Beach). BCI was informed the incident occurred at 1818 Jisco West Road in
Jackson County, Ohio, and resulted in Beach being fatally shot by JCSO Lieutenant (Lt.

).

During the initial stages of the investigation, agents were informed there were two probation
officers present during the incident in addition to law enforcement. The probation officers
were identified as Jackson County Municipal Court Chief Probation Officer Wesley Skaggs (Chief
Skaggs) and Probation Officer Christina Edwards (Officer Edwards).

On February 8, 2023, Special Agent Craig Call (SA Call) and Special Agent Jim Mulford (SA
Mulford) met with Officer Edwards at the JCSO in reference to obtaining a witness statement for
the above reference incident. Officer Edwards had prepared a signed written witness statement
and provided it to SA Call prior to giving a verbal statement. SA Call thoroughly reviewed the
statement prior to the interview. The statement contains the language “I Christina Edwards DO
SOLEMLY SWEAR OR AFFIRM THAT THE BELOW MENTION NARRATIVE IS TRUE” and is signed by
Officer Edwards.

This report is a summation of the interview. An audio copy of the interview along with the
signed written witness statement have been added to the case file and should be referenced
for specific quotes.

The audio recording device was initiated at approximately 1013 hours.

Officer Edwards has been with the Jackson County Municipal Court as a probation officer since
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2008 and has no additional work history relevant to her current position.

Officer Edwards’s recorded audio statement is consistent with her signed written witness
statement and the follow up questions Officer Edwards answered were also consistent with her
written statement.

Officer Edwards said she and Chief Skaggs became involved in the above referenced incident
due to the JCSO requesting assistance with Beach at 1818 Jisco West Road. Officer Edwards
explained Beach was currently on probation with her office, but could not recall what the
specific offense was. Officer Edwards described arriving to the address at approximately 1100
hours and observing JCSO Lt. (Lt. , Deputy Leif Smith (Deputy Smith), and Deputy
Jesse Reynolds (Deputy Reynolds) trying to persuade Beach to come out of the residence.
Officer Edwards indicated these negotiations went on for several hours and throughout the time
period Beach was confirmed to be armed with an axe and a handgun by visual observations by
Chief Skaggs and Beach’s own admissions. During the continued negotiations, Officer Edwards
observed JCSO Sheriff Ted Frazier (Sheriff Frazier) and Chief Deputy Scott Conley (Chief Conley)
respond to the incident as well as negotiators from the Ohio State Highway Patrol. Officer
Edwards said she could hear Beach yelling at officers during the negotiations, but could not
hear much of the dialogue due to her physical location.

Officer Edwards observed Lt. Deputy Smith, and Deputy Spangler move up to the front
porch with a ballistic shield. Officer Edwards was not a part of any discussions the officers
had prior to this action and did not know what their plan was. Officer Edwards described
hearing a gunshot as officers made entry into the residence, but could not tell who fired the
shot or where it came from. Officer Edwards described hearing what sounded like a physical
altercation inside the residence, but was unable to actually witness anything. Officer Edwards
ultimately learned Lt. fired the shot, but could not remember who informed her. Officer
Edwards observed EMS arrive and transport Beach from the scene.

Officer Edwards said she has had several previous contacts with Beach and his ex-wife,
Christina Beach, over the years due to them being on probation. Officer Edwards described
the issues with Beach during those encounters as being drug related and never escalated to
anything violent. Officer Edwards indicated she has not had any recent dealings with Beach,
prior to the January 31, 2022, incident.

Officer Edwards was armed with her issued Glock 17 handgun and did have it out of the holster
during the incident, however she never fired.

Officer Edwards did not have any additional information to add to her involvement in this
incident.

The audio recording was discontinued at approximately 1039 hours.

Attachments:Attachments:

Attachment # 01: 2023-2-8 Interview with Probation Officer Christina Edwards
Attachment # 02: Probation Officer Edwards Statement
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