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Narrative:

On Friday, July 25, 2025, at approximately 1200 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation
Special Agents Steven Seitzman and Douglas Eveslage conducted an interview with
Middletown Police Officer Ryan Kessler. Officer Kessler was accompanied by his attorney,
Robb Stokar, of Front Line Advisors, LLC. The interview was held in the administrative
conference room of the Middletown Police Department and was audio-recorded.

Officer Kessler was identified as being a police officer who witnessed or had some level of
involvement in the July 13, 2025, officer-involved critical incident that occurred in the city of
Middletown. Officer Kessler confirmed that he did not discharge his weapon during the
incident. The purpose of the interview was to obtain all relevant information known or
observed by Officer Kessler.

Officer Kessler confirmed that he prepared a typed statement prior to the interview. He
reviewed the statement and confirmed it was his and signed it. He read his statement into the
record, stating, in relevant part:
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Immediately prior to being dispatched to the incident that resulted in the officer
involved shooting, | was dispatched to a routine call for service involving a male
claiming he was being followed. At approximately 4:43 p.m. radio aired a “Signal 28,”
meaning a shooting had occurred, at 3013 Mohawk St. The call indicated a female had
been shot. | immediately responded utilizing lights and sirens and arrived at the
location approximately 3-4 minutes after the call was aired. As | arrived on scene and
exited the vehicle, | began to approach the residence. | observed Officer Patterson
retreating from the driveway of 3013 Mohawk St. and stating the suspect had a
firearm.

I initially parked my marked patrol vehicle directly in front of 3011 Mohawk St.
However, as other officers were arriving on scene, | moved my patrol vehicle into the
front yard of 3011 Mohawk St. to allow for additional vehicles on the roadway and to
gain a better visual of the front of 3013 Mohawk St. | observed 3013 Mohawk St. to be
a yellow single-story residence. | recall having previously responded to calls for
service to this location in my capacity as a Middletown Police Officer. | also recall
having had previous contact with the suspect and the female victim involved in this
incident. During my prior contact with the suspect, we discussed dirt track racing. On
the day of the incident, in an attempt to de-escalate the situation, | again attempted to
find this common ground with the suspect to persuade him to peacefully surrender.
The weather on the day of the incident was cloudy and temperatures were moderate.

Prior to exiting my vehicle, I utilized my patrol PA system to announce police presence
at the location. I made several loud verbal announcements on the PA system,
announcing the presence of Middletown Police, identifying the target address, and
ordering the suspect to come to front door with his hands visible. | observed the suspect
at the front of the residence close the front door but he refused to surrender. | was able
to identify the son of the suspect and victim outside the residence. The son stated the
suspect (his father) shot his mom in the chest. The son indicated he was inside the
house when the shooting occurred, and he fled. The son was able to confirm that only
the suspect and the victim remained inside the residence.

After exiting the vehicle, | approached the rear of the residence and joined other
responding officers near the back patio, and | positioned myself in a “stack” of officers
in the 6th or 7th position behind several other officers. | assumed this position because
| operated as a negotiator and was attempting to re-engage the suspect in dialogue at
the rear of the residence. I made contact with the suspect, whom | knew from prior
police contact. | attempted to connect with him and to negotiate a surrender so we
could enter the residence and provide medical attention to the victim. | could hear the
suspect responding from the rear of the residence but he refused to exit and threatened
officers if entry was made. After a few minutes | heard the suspect fire a weapon in
what | perceived to be the direction of the officers positioned at the back door. It was
unclear if this was meant as a warning shot or if it was intended to strike officers
positioned on the other side of the wall. | do not believe the round exited through the
rear wall. | was aware the suspect had positioned himself in the rear of the house in the
kitchen area, but it was unclear where the victim was located.
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As | was positioned with the other officers on the rear patio area, and as the suspect
fired his weapon, | was aware | had limited cover and concealment from the exterior
wall of the residence. After the suspect fired upon officers, ||| | | | QBbNEEEE ho was in
a position closer to the rear door of the residence, moved to the left of the open door
and fired several rounds striking the suspect and neutralizing the threat.

After | fir <o his weapon, officers made entry through the rear door in
order to clear the residence, secure any persons inside, and render aid to the victims.
Upon entry, | observed the suspect on the ground near the kitchen as he was being
handcuffed by other officers. | proceeded towards the front of the residence to clear the
remaining rooms and | observed a female victim with a gunshot wound. | checked the
female and found no pulse and observed her skin was cold to the touch. I believed she
was deceased. | also observed approximately 6, 9mm shell casings, on the floor and
scattered in the room near the victim. | observed a handgun on the recliner in the front
room. | assisted other officers with clearing the residence, and | advised medics it was
safe to enter the residence. | remained inside the residence when medics arrived and
pronounced the female victim and the male suspect. After exiting the residence, |
remained at scene until | was relieved by a supervisor.

The interview concluded at 1224 hours. The audio recording and Officer Kessler's signed
statement are attached to this investigative report.
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