Ohio Attorney General’s Office
Bureau of Criminal Investigation
Investigative Report

2023-2059
Officer Involved Critical Incident - 205 US 250, Polk, Ohio 44866

Investigative Activity: Receipt and Review of Documents — Incident Report, EMS Run
Report, Use of Force Report, and Crime Scene Log

Involves: Ashland County Sheriff’s Department (O)

Activity Date: August 8, 2023

Activity Location: BCI - Richfield

Authoring Agent: SA Nicholas Valente #139

Narrative:

On August 8, 2023, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) Special Agent (SA) Nick
Valente (Valente) received a collection of records from the Ashland County Sheriff’s Office
(ACSO) related to the death of Larry Dunham. One of these documents was a PDF which
consisted of the following:

¢ ACSO Incident Report

e Jeromesville Fire Department (JFD) EMS Run Report
¢ ACSO Use of Force Report

e (Crime Scene Log.

SA Valente reviewed the reports and noted the following:

ACSO Incident/Offense Report: 202300684:

This report included a single narrative written by ACSO Sergeant Dan Saylor (Sergeant Saylor).
In his narrative, ACSO Sergeant Saylor wrote Jeromesville Fire Department employee Brandon
Glass entered the crime scene and confirmed the male (Larry Dunham) was deceased at an

unspecified time. ACSO Sergeant Saylor also wrote he transported all three involved deputies to
University Hospital — Samaritan where they were tested for drugs and alcohol after the shooting.

JFD Incident Report 23-00181-01:

This report noted the JFD were dispatched at 2016 hours, and arrived at Dunham’s residence at
2022 hours on August 5, 2023. The report indicated JFD Emergency Medical Technician
Brandon Glass (EMT Glass) was the only member of JFD allowed to enter the scene. EMT
Glass found Dunham to be non-responsive to questioning, have no pulse, no blood pressure, no
respiration and neither of Dunham’s pupils reacted to stimuli. After noting these observations
EMT Glass exited the scene. EMT Glass re-entered the scene when requested to return to assist
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in moving Dunham’s person after BCI personnel had concluded their investigative activity
within the scene.

ACSO Response to Resistance Report:

This document noted the involved deputies utilized verbal commands, tasers, and pistols during
the encounter. The report noted “YES” next to the comment lines: “necessary for officer’s
defense” and “necessary to defend another.”

Crime Scene Log:

This document noted the date and location of the incident as well as the time involved personnel
entered and exited the crime scene and their purpose for doing so.

The document noted that Deputy Pennywitt started the crime scene log and secured the scene at
2011 hours on August 5, 2023, and the scene was released at 0150 hours on August 6, 2023.

SA Valente did not identify any other relevant information in these documents which had not
previously been discovered throughout the investigation.

Attachment:
1. 2023-08-08: Police Report, EMS Run Report, Use of Force Report, Crime Scene
Log
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Case INV202300684

Printed on August 8, 2023

Status

Report Type
Primary Officer
Investigator
Reported At
Incident Date
Incident Code

Approved
Investigations

Mark Jump

Mark Jump

08/05/23 19:55
08/05/23 19:55

58B : Suicidal Ideations

Disposition Date/Time 08/08/23 12:37
Review for Gang Activity None

Location 205 US RTE 250 E, POLK, OH 44866
Zone All County

Beat Zone 3

Court None

Ereferral County None

Summary Of Incident

Disposition Closed

Offender

DUNHAM, LARRY D
Male, DOB 9/29/59

23001 STATE ROUTE 47
WEST MANSFIELD, OH 43358

Victim

2903.11 - Felonious Assault

HEMENWAY, JACOB
Male, DOB 6/6/96

1205 E MAIN ST
ASHLAND, OH 44805

PENNYWITT, BRITTANY, DEP
Female, DOB 8/16/86

1205 E MAIN ST
ASHLAND, OH 44805

WILCOX, JOHNIE, DEP
Male, DOB 3/3/93

1205 E MAIN ST
ASHLAND, OH 44805

Unspecified

2903.11 - Felonious Assault

2903.11 - Felonious Assault

2903.11 - Felonious Assault
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DUNHAM, ANGELA LOU
Female, DOB 9/27/61

23001 STATE ROUTE 47
W MANSFIELD, OH 43358

HESS, CAROL ANN
Female, DOB 4/24/65

215USRTE250 E
POLK, OH 44866

I ome

WEILER, BRANDON LEE
Male, DOB 7/5/98

203 US RTE 250 E
POLK, OH 44866

I oe

WEILER, DAVID E
Male, DOB 5/20/75

167 ASHLAND CO RD 1302
POLK, OH 44866

I ome
Supporting Narrative By Dan Saylor, 08/07/23 00:05

On August 5, 2023 at approximately 1955 hours, the Sheriff's Office received a call for a male with suicidal ideation's.
| was working a detail at the Ashland County Fairgrounds. | heard the call get dispatched and listened for who
responded. | heard deputies Wilcox #331, Hemenway #328, and Pennywitt #333 all state they were in route. Dispatch
advised the caller requested a silent approach. She also stated the male had firearms and that he might try suicide by
cop. | heard all three units arrive on scene. Shortly there after | heard a deputy call out "shots fired" on the radio and
asked for an ambulance. | immediately ran out of the fairgrounds and drove to the scene, which was approximately
2004 hours. | arrived on the scene at approximately 2013 hours. | saw deputies Wilcox and Hemenway by the cruisers
parked by the road. They appeared to be in disbelief and stood there quietly. Deputy Pennywitt had crime scene tape in
her hands and had taped off one perimeter around the scene at the time. | checked if everyone was okay, which they
said they were. | asked what happened and if the gunshot was self-inflicted. Deputy Wilcox and Hemenway told me no,
it was officer involved. They stated they attempted aid on the male and that he had no pulse. We requested the squad
move up and come check the male. Brandon Glass from Jeromesville Fire Department entered the scene and
confirmed the male to be deceased. Deputy Stone #334 and Ohio State Highway Patrol Sgt. Perrin then arrived on
scene and assisted checking the area, taping off a second perimeter around the scene, and checking on the spouse of
the male. | entered the scene with a sheet to cover the male at approximately 2038 hours.

| contacted my supervisor, Lt. Sims #303, and advised him of the situation. | contacted Detective Lt. Martin #305 next
and he advised me to get the on-call detective and BCI on the way. | then contacted dispatch and requested the on-call
detective, BCI, and to send out a supervisor text. | also spoke to Chief Deputy Blake #302 and the on-call detective
Banks #315. The Coroner was also contacted and requested to come to the scene.

| took over the crime scene log and was told to send deputies Wilcox, Hemenway, and Pennywitt to our station. They
were instructed to wait in enforcement and not talk to others without seeing a member of BCI first. Chief Deputy Blake
and Sheriff Risner, Detective Banks and Dudte arrived on scene at approximately 2102 hours. Deputy Stone took over
the crime scene log at this time. A coroner's assistant, Jenny Taylor arrived on scene at approximately 2208 hours. A
member of BCI arrived on scene at approximately 2218 hours.

| left the scene at approximately 2226 hours. | went and got some food for the three deputies involved and brought it
to the station. | also contacted our Chaplain and asked if he would come to station to speak to any of them if they
wanted. He agreed and did come to our station. The union attorney also came to station for the three deputies. After the
individuals got done eating and talking to the chaplain and union attorney | took them to University Hospital- Samaritan
to get tested for drugs and alcohol per Chief Blake. Once completed at the hospital we returned to station, they
secured vehicles and equipment and went home for the night. Nothing further at this time.
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Sgt. D. Saylor #316
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