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On July 3, 2024, Special Agent (SA) Josh Rammel (Rammel) reviewed a text message thread
between deceased individual George Eric Taylor (Taylor) and Robert Van Norman (Robert) that
took place on June 15-June 16, 2024, including messages sent during the timeframe of the
Officer Involved Critical Incident (OICI) which took place on June 16, 2024, between Taylor and
the Wood County Sheriff's Office (WCSO) at Taylor's residence of 8401 South Dixie Highway,
Rudolph, Ohio.

The messages were provided to SA Rammel from Robert on July 1, 2024, at the conclusion of
a phone interview between SA Rammel and Robert. The information contained in this report is
just the details deemed important to the OICI investigation. The complete message thread was
attached to this investigation. See the attachment for the complete details.

The message thread began on May 11, 2024, and included information that provided insight
into Taylor's mind set on June 16, 2024. The thread ended on June 16, 2024, at 0931 hours
with Taylor's last message being received by Robert at 0128 hours.

On May 11, 2024, Taylor told Robert that he was "not living the best life right now" which led
to Robert offering to come out and visit Taylor, and how life was easier for both of them in the
military.

On May 17, 2024, Robert sent a message checking in on Taylor to which Taylor advised he
was "good".

On June 15, 2024, at 11:54 p.m. Taylor sent Robert an image of a female's wedding ring on
his finger with no other statement.

On June 16, 2024, at 12:14 a.m. Taylor sent another image, this time of a black Ka-bar knife
and a large bottle of alcohol almost completely empty.

Robert informed SA Rammel that he was on the phone with Taylor when the second image was
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sent to him from Taylor. Robert also advised that during their conversation the phone line
eventually went silent as if Taylor hung up on him. It was at this time when Robert stated he
contacted 911 for a welfare check on Taylor. This information was obtained from Robert
during the course of an interview with SA Rammel. See Investigative Report (IR) 27 for the
details of the interview between SA Rammel and Robert.

Between 12:42 a.m. and 12:55 a.m. Robert told Taylor that he "had help coming bro just hang
in there". Taylor responded with "what" and Robert explained that he went into panic mode
thinking something had happened to Taylor.

Between 12:55 a.m. and 12:59 a.m. Robert informed Taylor that he knew Taylor was in Wood
County and that he would call off the welfare check and that Taylor's issues with his wife
Jessica Taylor (Jessica) was not worth it. Taylor told Robert that he was "done with life", he will
"have to fight them" referring to the WCSO, and "I'll kill myself in front of them".

Between 12:59 a.m. and 1:07 a.m. Robert continued to try and talk Taylor down from hurting
himself and to put his knife away. Taylor stated "fuck that. I'm ready to kill myself".

Between 1:07 a.m. and 1:13 a.m. Robert told Taylor to contact 911 and get an ambulance to
take him to a hospital. Taylor told Robert to call and stated that he could not promise Robert
he would hold off until help arrived. Robert advised Taylor to "keep talking to me".

At 1:14 a.m. Taylor sent an image of himself with the Ka-bar knife held to his throat.

Between 1:14 a.m. and 1:15 a.m. Taylor told Robert it was "going to be a fight" and that
Robert "better let them (WCSO) know".

Between 1:16 a.m. and 1:23 a.m. Taylor indicated "maybe I want them to kill me" and "its on
when they show up" talking about the WCSO Deputies responding. Robert continued to plead
with Taylor to get the help he needed and that the system is there to help him out. Robert
confirmed that he was seven hours away and that this was the "only way I can help you from
here". Taylor advised "We shall see when them puss us arrive". Robert tried to convince Taylor
to put his knife away and get help because it was what Robert had to do in the past.

Between 1:24 a.m. and 1:28 a.m. Taylor commented that there are only "four deputies on duty
at night" in Wood County and that Taylor was going to "fuck them up". Robert continued to try
and convince Taylor to "go quietly" to which Taylor responded back "nope". The comment
"nope" at 1:28 a.m. was the last message sent from Taylor to Robert. Robert messaged Taylor
back to do it "for me (Robert)", "for your brother", and "for a batch of perogi" pertaining to
Taylor going to get help instead of confronting the responding deputies.

Robert ceased messaging Taylor until 9:31 a.m. when Robert asked, "are ok".

The message thread was thus concluded.

Attachments:Attachments:

Attachment # 01: 3
Attachment # 02: 9
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