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Investigative Activity: Uninvolved Officer Interview 

Involves: Officer Joel Eckstine 

Activity Date: 12/20/2024 

Activity Location: 6665 Wadsworth Road, Montville Township, OH 

Authoring Agent: SA Jesse Bynum 

 

   
Narrative: 

On Friday, December 20, 2024, at 1151 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation 

(BCI) Special Agent (SA) Jesse Bynum (SA Bynum) and SA Nick Valente (SA Valente) 

interviewed Montville Township Police Department (MTPD) Officer Joel Eckstine 

(Eckstine). The interview took place at Montville Township Police Department at 6665 

Wadsworth Road, Montville Township, Ohio. The interview was audio recorded. 

Officer Eckstine read, understood, and signed the BCI Criminal Investigation 

Notification form.  

Officer Eckstine was identified as being a police officer who witnessed and/or had 

some level of involvement in the November 11, 2024, officer-involved shooting which 

occurred in the area of Arby’s at 5081 Eastpointe Drive, Medina Township, Ohio. 

Reportedly, Officer Eckstine did not discharge a firearm during the course of the 

incident. The purpose of the interview was to obtain all relevant information about the 

incident known or observed by this officer. 

Officer Eckstine stated his radio call sign on November 11, 2024, was 1618. He has 

been employed by the MTPD for about 10 years. He has been a police officer for a total 

of 20 years. During the incident, Officer Eckstine wore his standard SWAT uniform. He 

also wore an external ballistic vest and duty belt. He drove MTPD unit #3, marked with 

MTPD emblems and emergency lights. He considered himself to be well-represented as 

a police officer during the incident. He stated he was not under the influence of any 

substance that would impair his memory or judgment during the incident or during the 

interview with BCI. He does not wear corrective lenses. 

When asked about the method of how Officer Eckstine learned of the incident, he 

stated that he viewed the amber alert on his wife’s phone and then used the mobile 

application “Field Ops” and saw the details of the incident. Officer Eckstine described it 

as a truck on 71 with guys setting up spikes. Then he began monitoring radio traffic 
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Attachments: 

1. 2024-12-20 - Criminal Investigation Notification Eckstine 

2. 2024-12-20_1152_Interview_Joel_Eckstine 




