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On July 2, 2024, Special Agent (SA) Josh Rammel (Rammel) reviewed the Wood County Sheriff's
Office (WCSO) Use of Force Policy.

Section 300.4 is the section that specifically deals with Deadly Force Applications. The
following information was deemed important regarding the Officer Involved Critical Incident
(OICI) that took place on June 16, 2024, at 8401 South Dixie Highway, Rudolph, Ohio.

Section 300.4 stated that "When reasonable, the deputy shall, prior to the use of deadly force,
make efforts to identify themselves as a peace officer and to warn that deadly force may be
used..."

"The use of deadly force is justified in the following circumstances involving imminent threat
or imminent risk:

(a) A deputy may use deadly force to protect themselves or others from what the deputy
reasonably believes is an imminent threat of death or serious bodily injury."

"However, a deputy should not use deadly force against a person whose actions are a threat
solely to themselves or property".

"Imminent does not mean immediate or instantaneous...an imminent danger may exist if a
deputy reasonably believes that the individual has a weapon or is attempting to access one
and intends to use it against a deputy or another person."

The Use of Force Policy was attached to this investigation. The information contained in this
report is what was deemed important to the investigation and not the complete Use of Force
Policy. See the attachment for the complete policy.
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Attachment # 01: WCSO use of force
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