Ohio Attorney General's Office
Bureau of Criminal Investigation
Investigative Report

2024-1814
Officer Involved Critical Incident - 8401 South Dixie Highway, BcC\
Rudolph, Ohio 43462

Investigative Activity: Document Review

Involves: Wood County Sheriffs Office (O)
Date of Activity: 07/02/2024

Author: SA Joshua S. Rammel, #175
Narrative:

On July 2, 2024, Special Agent (SA) Josh Rammel (Rammel) reviewed the Wood County Sheriff's
Office (WCSO) Use of Force Policy.

Section 300.4 is the section that specifically deals with Deadly Force Applications. The
following information was deemed important regarding the Officer Involved Critical Incident
(OICI) that took place on June 16, 2024, at 8401 South Dixie Highway, Rudolph, Ohio.

Section 300.4 stated that "When reasonable, the deputy shall, prior to the use of deadly force,
make efforts to identify themselves as a peace officer and to warn that deadly force may be
used..."

"The use of deadly force is justified in the following circumstances involving imminent threat
or imminent risk:

(a) A deputy may use deadly force to protect themselves or others from what the deputy
reasonably believes is an imminent threat of death or serious bodily injury."

"However, a deputy should not use deadly force against a person whose actions are a threat
solely to themselves or property".

"Imminent does not mean immediate or instantaneous...an imminent danger may exist if a
deputy reasonably believes that the individual has a weapon or is attempting to access one
and intends to use it against a deputy or another person.”

The Use of Force Policy was attached to this investigation. The information contained in this
report is what was deemed important to the investigation and not the complete Use of Force
Policy. See the attachment for the complete policy.

Attachments:
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Stay Safe,

Rod Smith
Detective Licutenant/
SRT Commander

Wood County Sheriff's Office
1960 E. Gypsy Ln. Rd.
Bowling Green, Ohio 43402
Ph: 419-354-9682

Fax: 419-354-9086
rismith@woodcountyohio.gov

*xx* Please note my email address has changed to
rismith@woodcountyohio.gov ****

The Wood County Sheriff's Office is a full service law enforcement office. Our work is committed to the
prevention of crime; the protection of life and property; the preservation of peace and order; the
enforcement of laws; the safeguarding of constitutional guarantees; and the safekeeping of inmates.To
fulfill this mission, the Wood County Sheriff's Office is dedicated to providing a quality work environment
and to developing its deputies through training, education, and leadership. We are dedicated to
conducting ourselves in a manner respectful of the trust that has been placed upon us as law enforcement
personnel, which includes but is not limited to honesty, integrity and leadership.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information in this email, including any attachments, is for the sole use
of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and legaily privileged information. if you are not
the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this information in

any manner is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.
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Use of Force

300.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE
This policy provides guidelines on the reasonable use of force. While there is no way to specify

the exact amount or type of reasonable force to be applied in any situation, every member of this
office is expected to use these guidelines to make such decisions in a professional, impartial, and
reasonable manner.

In addition to those methods, techniques, and tools set forth below, the guidelines for the

reasonable application of force contained in this policy shall apply fo all policies addressing
the potential use of force, including but not limited to the Control Devices and Techniques and

Conducted Energy Device policies.

300.1.1 DEFINITIONS

Definitions refated to this policy include:

Deadly force - Force reasonably anticipated and intended to create a substantial likelihood of
causing death or very serious injury.

Feasible - Reasonably capable of being done or carried out under the circumstances to
successfully achieve the arrest or lawful objective without increasing risk to the deputy or another
person.

Force - The application of physical techniques or tactics, chemical agents, or weapons to another
person, It is not a use of force when a person allows him/herself to be searched, escorted,
handcuffed, or restrained.

Imminent - Ready to take place; impending. Note that imminent does not mean immediate or
instantaneous.

Totality of the circumstances - All facts and circumstances known to the deputy at the time,
taken as a whole, including the conduct of the deputy and the subject leading up to the use of
force.

300.1.2 CERTIFICATION STANDARDS
This policy contains content that pertains to the Chio Collaborative Law Enforcement Agency

Certification (OCLEAC) Standards.
See attachment: OCLEAC Standards Compliance Checklist 5-19-2020,pdf

300.2 POLICY
The use of force by law enforcement personnel is a matter of critical concern, both to the public

and to the law enforcement community. Deputies are involved on a daily basis in numerous and
varied interactions and, when warranied, may use reasonable force in carrying out their duties.
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While the ultimate objective of every law enforcement encounter is to avoid or minimize injury,
nothing in this policy requires a deputy to retreat or be exposed to possible physical injury before
applying reasonable force.

300.3.1 USE OF FORCE TO EFFECT AN ARREST
Any deputy who has reasonable cause to believe that the person to be arrested has committed

a crime or public offense may use reasonable force to effect the arrest, to prevent escape or to
overcome resistance. A deputy who makes or attempts to make an arrest need not retreat or desist
from his/her efforts by reason of resistance or threatened resistance on the part of the person
being arrested, nor shall a deputy be deemed the aggressor or lose his/her right to self-defense
by the use of reasonabile force to effect the arrest, prevent escape or to overcome resistance.

300.3.2 FACTORS USED TO DETERMINE THE REASONABLENESS OF FORCE
When determining whether to apply force and evaluating whether a deputy has used reasonable
force, a number of factors should be taken into consideration, as time and circumstances permit.

These factors include but are not limited to:
(a) Immediacy and severity of the threat to deputies or others.

(b) The conduct of the individual being confronted, as reasonably perceived by the deputy
at the time.

(c} Deputy/subject factors (e.g., age, size, relative strength, skill level, injuries sustained,
level of exhaustion or fatigue, the number of deputies available vs. subjects).

(d) The effects of suspected drug or alcohol use.

(e) The individual's mental state or capacity,

()  The individual's ability to understand and comply with deputy commands.
(g) Proximity of weapons or dangerous improvised devices.

(h) The degree to which the individual has been effectively restrained and the individual's
ability to resist despite being restrained.

() The availability of other reasonable and feasible options and their possible
effectiveness.

{jy  Seriousness of the suspected offense or reason for contact with the individual.
(k} Training and experience of the deputy.
()  Potential for injury to deputies, suspects, and others.

(m) Whether the individual appears to be resisting, attempting to evade arrest by flight,
or is attacking the deputy.

(n) The risk and reasonably foreseeable consequences of escape.

(o) The apparent need for immediate control of the individual or a prompt resolution of
the situation.

(p) Whether the conduct of the individual being confronted no longer reasonably appears
to pose an imminent threat to the deputy or others,
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or which creates a reasonable likelihood that blood flow to the head or respiration would be
restricted. Deputies are encouraged to use techniques and methods taught by the Wood County
Sheriff's Office for this specific purpose.

300.3.6 ALTERNATIVE TACTICS - DE-ESCALATION
When circumstances reasonably permit, deputies should use non-violent strategies and

techniques to decrease the intensity of a situation, improve decision-making, improve
communication, reduce the need for force, and increase voluntary compliance (e.g., summoning
additional resources, formulating a plan, attempting verbal persuasion).

300.3.7 RESPIRATORY RESTRAINTS
The use of a respiratory restraint, also known as a chokehold, is limited {o circumstances where

deadly force is authorized and if applied, is subject to the same guidelines and requirements as
a carotid control hold.

300.4 DEADLY FORCE APPLICATIONS
When reasonable, the deputy shall, prior to the use of deadly force, make efforts to identify

themself as a peace officer and to warn that deadly force may be used, unless the deputy has
objectively reasonable grounds to believe the person is aware of those facts.

Use of deadly force is justified in the following circumstances involving imminent threat or imminent
risk:

(a) A deputy may use deadly force to protect themself or others from what the deputy
reasonably believes is an imminent threat of death or serious bodily injury.

(b) A deputy may use deadly force to stop a fleeing subject when the deputy has probable
cause to believe that the individual has committed, or intends to commit, a felony
involving the infliction or threatened infliction of serious bodily injury or death, and the
deputy reasonably believes that there is an imminent risk of serious bodily injury or
death to any other person if the individual is not immediately apprehended. Under
such circumstances, a verbal warning should precede the use of deadly force, where

feasible.

However, a deputy should not use deadly force against a person whose actions are a threat solely
to themself or property.

Imminent does not mean immediate or instantaneous. An imminent danger may exist even if the
suspect is not at that very moment pointing a weapon at someone. For example, an imminent
danger may exist if a deputy reasonably believes that the individual has a weapon or is attempting
to access one and intends to use it against the deputy or another person. An imminent danger may
also exist if the individual is capable of causing serious bodily injury or death without a weapon,
and the deputy believes the individual intends to do so.

300.4.1 MOVING VEHICLES
Shots fired at or from a moving vehicle are rarely effective and involve considerations and risks

in addition to the justification for the use of deadly force.
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Based upon the deputy's initial assessment of the nature and extent of the individual's injuries,
medical assistance may consist of examination by an emergency medical services provider or
medical personnel, at a hospital or jail. If any such individual refuses medical attention, such
a refusal shall be fully documented in related reports and, whenever practicable, should be
witnessed by another deputy and/or medical personnel. If a recording is made of the contact or
an interview with the individual, any refusal shouid be included in the recording, if possible.

The on-scene supervisor or, if the on-scene supervisor is not available, the primary handling
deputy shall ensure that any person providing medical care or receiving custody of a person
following any use of force is informed that the person was subjected to force. This notification
shall include a description of the force used and any other circumstances the deputy reasonabiy
believes would be potential safety or medical risks to the subject (e.g., prolonged struggle, extreme
agitation, impaired respiration).

individuals who exhibit extreme agitation, violent irrational behavior accompanied by profuse
sweating, extraordinary strength beyond their physical characteristics, and imperviousness to
pain, or who require a protracted physical encounter with muitiple deputies to be brought under
control, may be at an increased risk of sudden death. Calls involving these persons should be
considered medical emergencies. Deputies who reasonably suspect a medical emergency should
request medical assistance as soon as practicable and have medical personnel stage away.

See the Medical Aid and Response Policy for additional guidelines,

300.7 SUPERVISOR RESPONSIBILITIES
A supervisor should respond to a reported application of force resulting in visible injury, if
reasonably availabie. When a supervisor is able to respond to an incident in which there has been
a reported application of force, the supervisor is expecied to:
(a) Obtain the basic facts from the involved deputies. Absent an allegation of misconduct
or excessive force, this will be considered a routine contact in the normal course of
duties.

(b) Ensure that any injured parties are examined and treated.

{c} When possible, separately obtain a recorded interview with the individual upon whom
force was applied. i this interview is conducted without the individual having voluntarily
waived their Miranda rights, the following shall apply:

1. The content of the interview should not be summarized or included in any related
criminal charges.

2. The fact that a recorded interview was conducted should be documented in a
property or other report. _
i

3. The recording of the interview should be distinctly marked for retention until all
potential for civil litigation has expired.
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() All other subjects covered in this policy (e.q., use of force and use of deadly force,
chokeholds and carotid holds, discharge of a firearm at or from a moving vehicle,
verbal warnings, use of force and use of deadly force reporting).

(g) Use of force and use of deadly force reviews/investigations.
300.9 USE OF FORCE ANALYSIS
At least annually, the Road Patrol Captain of Operations should prepare an analysis repoirt on use

of force incidents. The report should be submitted to the Sheriff. The report should not contain the
names of deputies, suspects or case numbers, and should include:

(a) The identification of any trends in the use of force by members.
{(b) Training needs recommendations.
(¢) Egquipment needs recommendations.

(d) Policy revision recommendations.
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