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Narrative:

On June 25, 2025, at approximately 1137 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation Special
Agents Kenneth Smith and Lauren Frazier interviewed Middletown Police Sgt. Jason Wargo
(Sgt. Wargo). The interview took place at the Middletown Police Department. Also present for
the interview was Attorney Rob Stokar. The interview was audio recorded.

The following summary of the recorded interview highlights the key points the author deemed
most relevant, although it does not provide a verbatim account. Additionally, this report was
placed in a chronology to enhance the reader’s understanding of the information obtained
during the interview. However, it is important to note that this may not reflect the actual order
of the questions posed. Therefore, it is suggested that the full audio recording be reviewed.

Sgt. Wargo was identified as being an officer who witnessed and/or had some level of
involvement in the officer-involved critical incident that occurred on June 13, 2025, in the City
of Middletown, Butler County, Ohio. Sgt. Wargo did not discharge his firearm during this
incident. The primary objective of the interview was to gather all pertinent information known
or observed. He confirmed that he was providing his statement voluntarily.

Sgt. Wargo has been employed at Middletown Police Department for approximately 24.5 years
and has been a Sergeant since October of 2024. He said that he was wearing a body-worn
camera which was activated and recording at the time of the incident. He was in a marked
patrol cruiser and was wearing the standard Middletown police uniform. Sgt. Wargo said that
his regular assigned shift is . He said that he worked those hours
on Saturday night, July 12, 2025. He then worked again on Sunday, July 13, 2025, from 1500
hours to 2300 hours, in an overtime status. On the date of this incident, Sgt. Wargo was the
on-duty road patrol supervisor.
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On July 13, 2025, Sgt. Wargo said that there was a radio dispatched call for shots fired at a
residence on Mohawk Street. He heard Officer Jamie Patterson air via radio that there was a
male subject in the house with a gun and that person had threatened to shoot her. Sgt. Wargo
said that he heard on the radio that this person wanted "suicide by cop." Sgt. Wargo
responded immediately and called Lieutenant Porter, who is in charge of the SWAT team. He
told him the circumstances of the call and believed the call was going to be a SWAT call-out.

When Sgt. Wargo arrived on scene, he said that he went to the nearest officers and asked
them which house they were dealing with. Sgt. Wargo said that the officers pointed out the
house, and across the street from the residence was a school with a large parking lot. He saw
that there were several people in the parking lot, and he believed that they could be family
members or people related to the involved subject.

Sgt. Wargo went over to the group of people and spoke to one of the males there. The male
said that his dad was the one inside of the house. Sgt. Wargo asked him if he could call his
dad, get him on the phone, and try to talk him out of the house. Sgt. Wargo heard the male
make a call and heard the son trying to convince his dad to come out of the house. There was
another gentleman, believed to be a neighbor, who was also trying to talk the subject out of
the house. Sgt. Wargo said that the male subject eventually hung up and stopped the
conversation.

Sgt. Wargo received a call from Lieutenant Porter telling him that due to the injured female
inside, that officers needed to breach the house to attempt to assist the female. He said that
he immediately went over to a group of five officers, one of which was

Sgt. Wargo said that he told ||} } I that he was taking command of the scene
because he is a member of the SWAT team and has specialized tactics, training, and
experience, that are better equipped to handle this type of incident.

Sgt. Wargo got a shield out of the back of his cruiser. He said that the group formed a stack,
which included five officers and then himself at the back. He said that they made their way to
the back of the house because trying to do an entry in the front of the house would have been
extremely difficult and unsafe because of a wheelchair ramp.

Family across the street told officers that the back door was unlocked. Officers undid a strap
around the gate to get to the back of the house. Sgt. Wargo said that there was a covered
back porch and the entry door was to the far left. He said that the interior door was a left-
hand swing inside and there was a storm door which was a right-hand swing. Sgt. Wargo said
that the door was open but it would only open so far because of the railing that went around
the back porch.

Officer John Harris was equipped with the shield in the front of the stack with

behind him. Sgt. Wargo recalled that officers opened the door and he believed that an officer
up front was trying to communicate with the subject. Sgt. Wargo then heard a shot fired from
inside the house. He said that this is when he tried to talk to the subject. Sgt. Wargo said that
he was telling the subject that they needed to get the female inside help, but the subject
refused to come out. Sgt. Wargo said that the subject inside said that he didn't want to have
to shoot them but that if they came in, he was probably going to shoot them. Other officers
requested that Officer Kessler respond because he is a hostage negotiator with good
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communication skills. Sgt. Wargo said that he learned that Officer Kessler had previously
talked to the involved subject. Officer Kessler arrived and tried to get the subject to surrender
by talking about dirt track racing. The subject still refused to come out.

At some point Sgt. Wargo observed |} BB oo from the right side of the door to the
left side of the door and heard ||} B y<!'ing inside. Sgt. Wargo then heard and saw

fire shots inside the house. After the shots were fired, officers immediately
rushed inside the house and observed the subject to be down. Sgt. Wargo called out on the
radio that shots were fired.

Sgt. Wargo observed the subject down on the ground and officers rolled him over to place him
in handcuffs. Sgt. Wargo aired via radio that the subject was down and stated Signal 39, which
is requesting for medics to respond. Medics were already on scene and staged nearby.
Officers cleared the residence to make sure it was safe and that no one else was inside.
Eventually, all officers left the residence because the SWAT team began arriving on scene and
took over the scene. Sgt. Wargo learned after the incident that ||| N h2d fired
his weapon. He had |} 2o Bl cave the scene and brought back to the

Middletown Police Department.

The interview concluded at 1151 hours. Sgt. Wargo prepared a typed statement, which was
provided to investigators. The statement was signed and dated at the conclusion of the
interview. Sgt. Wargo's typed statement, and a copy of the audio recorded interview are
attached to this report.
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