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REFERENDUM PETITION 

To the Secretary of State and the Attorney General of Ohio: Pursuant to Ohio Revised Code � 
3519.0l(B), the undersigned electors of the State of Ohio, numbering in excess of one thousand, 
hereby submit to each of you Sections 1, 2, and 3 of Amended Substitute Senate Bill Number 56 
of the 136th General Assembly (the "Act") sought to be referred to the electors, and a title and

summary of the same. 

TITLE 

A referendum petition on Sections I, 2, and 3 of Amended Substitute Senate Bill Number 56 passed by the 136th Gel1cral Assembly (the "Act"), 
the title and legislative history of the Act being: 

AN ACT 

To amend sections 9.79, 109.572, 121.04, 121.08, 131.02, 519.21, 715.013, 928.02, 928.03, 928.04, 2925.0 I, 3376.07, 3719.0 I, 3719.41, 3796.0 I, 
3796.02, 3796.021, 3796.03, 3796.032, 3796.05, 3796.06, 3796.061, 3796.07, 3796.08, 3796.09, 3796.10, 3796.11, 3796.12, 3796.13, 3796.14, 
3796.15, 3796.16, 3796.17, 3796.18, 3796.19, 3796.20, 3796.21, 3796.22, 3796.23, 3796.24, 3796.27, 3796.28, 3796.29, 3796.30, 3796.31, 
� 4729.0 I, 4729.80, 4735.18, 4776.0 I, 4796.25, 5502.01, 5502.13, 5502.14, 5703.052, and 5713.30; lo amend, for the purpose or adopting 
a new section number as indicated in parentheses, section 3780.3 7 (3796.34 ); to enact new section 928.0 I and seclions 928.031, 928.08, 2953.321, 
3779.21, 3779.211, 3779.22, 3779.23, 3779.21, 3779.25, 3779.26, 3779.27, 3779.28, 3779.29, 3779.30, 3779.99, 37%.01, 3796.062, 3796.221, 
3796.32, 3796.33, 37%.40, 3796.99, and 5119.171; and to repeal sections 928.0 I, 3780.01, 3780.02, 3780.03, 3780.04, 3780.05, 3780.06, 3780.07, 
3780.08, 3780.09, 3780.10, 3780.11, 3780.12, 3780.13, 3780.14, 3780.15, 3780.16, 3780.17, 3780.20, 3780.21, 3780.22, 3780.24, 3780.25, 
3780.26, 3780,27, 3780,28, 3780.29, 3780.30, 3780.31, 3780.32, 3780.33, 3780.34, 3780.35, 3780.36, 3780.90, 3780.99, and 3796.021 or the 
Revised Code; a11s le rs[cJeal lhe ,1ersi0As 0fseeli0As 3779.21, 3779.211, 3779.22, 3779.23, 3779.21, 3779.25, 3779.26, 3779.27, 3779.28, 377').29, 
m\l�nd 3779.99 af-flle-R-e�de-enaeted-l➔y-!hi!HIGH!Affli-v�eeemeeF-�, to revise specified provisions of the liq1o10r eeAtrel, 
hemp, and adult-use marijuana laws, and to make an appropriation, and to aA1eBB seetieA 15Qa.O I ef tlie Re,,.isecl Code effeetive Deeern!Jer 31, 
� lo revise the law governing commercial driver's licenses. 

Legislative History: 

Introduced in the Ohio Senate on 1/28/2025 as Senate Bill 56; Substitute bill reported by the Senate General Government Committee on 2/26/2025; 
Substitute bill amended and passed on 2/26/2025; introduced in the Ohio House of Representatives on 3/3/2025; Subslilule bill reported by the 
House Judiciary Committee and re-referred lo the House Rules and Reference Committee on I 0/21/2025; Substitule bill reported by the House 
Rules and Reference Committee and re-referred lo lhe House Finance Cornmillee on 10/21/2025; Substitute bill reported by the I-louse Finance 
Committee on I 0/22/2025; Substitute bill amended and passed by House on I 0/22/2025; Senate refused lo concur on I 0/29/2025; Substitute bill as 
amended by the House reported to Conference Committee on 11/19/2025; conference report agreed to by the House and Senate on I 2/9/2025; 
signed inlo law with line-item vetoes by Governor on 12/19/2025; Ii led by Governor with the Secretary of State on 12/19/2025. 

SUMMARY 

Sections I, 2, and 3 of Am. Sub. S. B. No. 56 enact new provisions and amend and repeal existing provisions of the 
Ohio Revised Code that relate to the regulation, criminalization, and taxation of cannabis products, such as the sale, 
use, possession, cultivation, license, classification, transport, and manufacture of marijuana and certain hemp products. 
A summary of these changes include, but are not limited to, the following: 

• Creates a statutory definition of "hemp," and defines it as a Cannabis sativa L. plant, or any part of that
plant, with a total tetrahydrocannabinol concentration, including tetrahydrocannabinolic acid, that is not
more than three-tenths per cent on a dry weight basis.

• Establishes that the statutory definition of"hemp" excludes all of the following:

• 

• 

• 

o Any viable seeds from a cannabis plant with a total concentration of tetrahydrocannabinols,
including tetrahydrocannabinolic acid, that exceeds three-tenths per cent in the plant on a dry
weight basis;

o Any intermediate hemp-derived cannabinoid product containing cannabinoids that were either not
produced naturally by the plant or were manufactured outside of the plant or contain a level of

total tetrahydrocannabinols, including tetrahydrocannabinolic acid and any equivalent components
designated by the division of cannabis control regulation, and which combined total three-tenths
per cent;

o Any intermediate hemp-derived cannabinoid product that is marketed or sold directly to
consumers;

o Any final hemp-derived cannabinoid product containing either (i) cannabinoids that are not
capable of being naturally produced by a Cannabis sativa L. plant; (ii) cannabinoids that are
capable·ofbeing naturally produced by a Cannabis sativa L. plant and were synthesized or
manufactured outside the plant; or (iii) greater than four-tenths of a milligram combined total per
container of total tetrahydrocannabinols, including tetrahydrocannabinolic acid, and any other
cannabinoids that have similar effects, or are marketed to have similar effects, on humans or
animals as a tetrahydrocannabinol as established by the superintendent of cannabis control in lists
adopted under section 928.031 of the Revised Code.

Defines hemp-derived cannabinoid product as any intennediate or final product derived from non-industrial 
hemp and which contains cannabinoids in any form and is intended for human or animal use. 

Requires the superintendent of cannabis control to establish lists of cannabinoids for the purpose included 
in the statutory definition of hemp. 

Consolidates the division of cannabis control, established in Chapter 3780 to oversee the regulation of 
adult-use and homegrown marijuana, with the division of marijuana control, established in Chapter 3796 to 
oversee the regulation of medical marijuana, and establishes the authority and duties of the expanded 








