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Investigative Activity: Involved Officer Statement Review 

Involves:  (S) 

Activity Date: 06/30/2026 

Activity Location: BCI – Bowling Green  

Authoring Agent: SA David M. Hammond #120 

 

Narrative: 

On June 30, 2026, Special Agent David Hammond (SA Hammond) received an email 

from Fraternal Order of Police Union Attorney Jessica Franken (Atty. Franken). The 

email contained a written statement as an attachment from  

of the Lexington Police Department.  was 

deployed as a sniper during the May 11, 2026, Officer Involved Critical Incident that 

took place at 905 E. Warren St. in Bucyrus, Ohio. An invitation to an in-person interview 

with investigators was declined through his attorney in a June 18, 2026, email from 

Atty. Franken.  

On July 01, 2026, SA Hammond reviewed the statement from . The 

following portions of  statement were deemed notable to this 

investigation. Some of the written statements have been compressed for ease of 

reading.  statement was attached to this report, in its entirety.   

 The heading of the document read: 

Statement of  Lexington Police Department Regarding 

the Incident on May 11, 2026.   

Prior to the Police Academy, I spent 

. 

As a law enforcement officer, I have never received any discipline related to use 

of force. I have never been the subject of any Internal Affairs investigations 

related to the use of force. In my law enforcement career, I have never before 

used lethal force prior to this incident.  

The most recent ASORT-related training I attended was for Sniper Training on 

April 30, 2026.  
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I used a Tikka T3x Tac A1 .308 rifle issued to me by the Lexington Police 

Department. I last qualified with this weapon at the Sniper Training on April 30, 

2026.  

When we arrived on scene……I was told by team leader Rod Roose to get my 

sniper rifle and position myself in the turret of  I was in this 

position for approximately three hours.  

During that time, numerous attempts of verbal de-escalation were hailed via the 

speaker on  I overheard on the radio that the suspect would not 

answer phone calls from the hostage negotiators. Also, during that time, the 

ASORT team in the rear attempted to deploy gas into the house via 40mm 

grenade launcher. As they did, I heard gunfire coming from the residence, 

approximately one round. A short time later it was confirmed that the 

barricaded subject, later identified as Paul Desmarais, had shot at the rear 

team through the wall of the residence.  

I asked my commander, Jered Kingsborough, what my rules of engagement 

were. He stated, “He’s already shot at us once, if you see him with a weapon, 

don’t let him do it again.” 

While the Rook was trying to deploy gas into the second-story window of the 

residence. I watched the rounds come out of the exterior all of the residence via 

drone live feed. There were approximately five rounds fired. This was the second 

time the suspect had fired at law enforcement.  

I was directed by my team commander, Jered Kingsborough, to try and establish 

a sniper vantage point in a residence on the front side of 905 Warren but got no 

response from any of them. Jered (sp) directed me to hold on the residence from 

bearcat 182’s position at the rear of the residence.  

While at the rear of the residence, I observed the Rook pour more gas into the 

rear of the residence and the front of the residence.  

 ASORT operators were sent drone footage via text message from Commander 

Kingsborough of Mr. Desmarais sitting on the floor behind the bunk bed. Mr. 

Desmarais was observed to have a gas mask around his neck. On the bed in 

front of him were several magazines of rifle ammunition, a shield, and what 

looked to be a bandolier of more ammunition.  

At this time, my commander, Jered Kingsborough, pulled me aside and stated 

that he and the other commanders had made the decision to give Mr. Desmarais 
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one final opportunity to surrender. Given the longevity of the operation (10+ 

hours), the immediate and imminent threat of bodily harm to officers and the 

public, the ineffectiveness of less that lethal options, and the hours of 

unsuccessful hailing asking Mr. Desmarais to surrender, the commanders 

decided one final set of hails and if he did not surrender, I was to relieve Deputy 

Neyer at the rear of the residence and take the shot to end the situation.  

I went to the rear of the residence with Deputies Ivy and Davis, Sergeant Stantz, 

and hostage negotiator Swisher. I told Deputy Neyer that I was there to relieve 

him and asked if he had a distance to Mr. Desmarais. He stated, “29 yards”. I 

adjusted the elevation on my rifle’s optic to the appropriate distance and placed 

it in the tripod that Deputy Neyer was using.  

As I looked through my optic, I could see Mr. Desmarais’ face through the torn-

out wall in the second floor of the residence. I could see and hear Mr. Desmarais 

responding to the hails. As I was watching him through the rifle, Hostage 

Negotiator Swisher, who was hailing him from the Bearcat, asked him numerous 

times to come out and resolve things peacefully. He stated, “I can’t get up, I’m 

sitting on a live grenade, what don’t you get you fucking dumb bitch?” 

Command asked her if she could ask him to put the pin back in the grenade. She 

did and he responded that the pin was all the way across the room.  

All I could see from my vantage point was from the bottom of the suspect’s chin 

upwards. Mr. Desmarais seemed frantic and angry; arguing with the hostage 

negotiator. He kept moving his hand around erratically. Jered (Kingsborough) 

asked Hostage Negotiator Swisher to keep trying to give as many opportunities 

as possible for him to come out peacefully.  

After what seemed like five or ten minutes of hailing Mr. Desmarais, Jered 

hailed me on the radio. He asked me if I had eyes on Mr. Desmarais. I stated 

that I did. He stated that due to the lack of Mr. Desmarais’ surrender, I was to 

take the shot at my convenience. Visibility was clear at all times. I fired one 

round into Mr. Desmarais’ head. I was his head disappear and blood spatter on 

the wall behind him. Jered asked over the radio if the shot was out. I advised 

affirm. He asked for status. I stated, “He is down and he’s not getting back up.”  

I used lethal force because I do not believe that there was any less than lethal 

force that I could have used that would be effective in stopping the immediate 

and direct threat that the suspect posed to myself and others by his actions in 

firing his gun at law enforcement several times throughout the incident and the 

threat of a live grenade with the pin pulled inside the residence. Law 
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Enforcement attempted several times to use less than lethal force by deploying 

gas, use of a hostage negotiator, use of the rook and drones, all with no success.  

My action in firing my firearm, as described above, was consistent with my 

training and experience as a law enforcement officer.  
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