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get into Ricardo’s apartment,  and Ofc. Mack had been advised by PPD 

dispatch that PPD had been to Ricardo’s apartment in the past for past suicidal 

attempts.  

Upon arriving at the Knollwood Apartments where Ricardo lived,  and Ofc. 

Mack discussed how the two (2) were going to approach the situation with Ricardo. 

Once inside the apartment building and up the stairs to Ricardo’s apartment door,  

 noticed two (2) pieces of notebook paper taped on the outside of Ricardo’s 

apartment door.  stated the writing on the notebook paper had been 

worded, indicating some sort of suicide note from Ricardo, particularly stating 

“Apologizing for being a lousy person, and things of that nature” (17:03).  

 

(Image #1, marker above, from  Body Worn Camera (BWC), suicidal 

notes posted outside of Ricardo’s apartment door, apartment #8 during well-being 

check of Ricardo.) 

Once observing the suicide notes on the outside of Ricardo’s apartment door,  

 and Ofc. Mack notified PPD Dispatch about what they had located. The PPD 

Ofcs. then attempted to contact neighbors in the surrounding apartments close to 

Ricardo’s apartment to see if anyone had heard or seen anyone Ricardo recently. 
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Due to not finding anyone who had seen or heard from Ricardo, numerous loud knocks 

on Ricardo’s door, and announcements through Ricardo’s door were completed with 

no answer. PPD Ofcs. determined at some point they were going to have to make entry 

to Ricardo’s apartment to check the well-being of Ricardo. Shortly thereafter, a 

maintenance member from the Knollwood Apartment Complex arrived to unlock the 

door to Ricardo’s apartment so  and Ofc. Mack could go inside Ricardo’s 

apartment to attempt to locate Ricardo. 

Ricardo’s door had been unlocked by the maintenance member.   and 

Ofc. Mack then searched for Ricardo in the apartment. After conducting a primary and 

secondary search of the apartment, Ricardo was not located.  stated that 

even though Ricardo was not located, further items of interest had been located within 

the apartment.  

In the main living area of Ricardo’s apartment, PPD Ofcs. had located personal effects, 

believed to be people’s and possibly family members’ names on particular personal 

effects.  said there had been a computer desk located in the main living 

area also which appeared to have another suicide note which stated in part, “This is 

the information for my (Ricardo’s) death certificate. He (Ricardo) had all of his 

information of his (Ricardo’s) doctor and everything for his (Ricardo’s) death 

certificate that we would’ve need for a death investigation” (19:58).  

Another important item that was located on the computer desk of Ricardo by  

 had been a receipt from Parma Armory for a Taurus handgun.  

said he had radioed to PPD dispatch as to what had been located as far as the firearm 

receipt, the suicidal notes, death certificate information, etc., and the fact Ricardo had 

not been located inside the apartment.  also requested PPD dispatch to 

have Ricardo’s license plate ran through a database called the “FLOCK System” and to 

put a “Be On the Lookout” (BOLO) out for Ricardo’s well-being due to what had been 

located inside Ricardo’s apartment. This information had also been transmitted to 

other PPD Ofcs. who were assisting in attempting to locate Ricardo.  

stated, he also made it known to PPD Dispatch and the other PPD Ofcs., “He (Ricardo) 

was potentially armed with a handgun because of the receipt that I (

had found from Parma Armory” (21:27). 
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(Image #2, marker above, from  BWC, view of Ricardo’s computer 

desk inside Ricardo’s apartment with further located suicide notes and a Parma 

Armory receipt.) 

Upon  giving all that information to PPD dispatch, PPD dispatch had 

advised , along with all the other PPD Ofcs., that Ricardo did have a Carry 

Conceal Weapon (CCW) License. However, the license had expired.  and 

Ofc. Mack walked to the parking lot of the Knollwood Apartment Complex to look for 

Ricardo’s vehicle, a red Toyota Corolla. Ricardo’s vehicle was not located in the 

apartment complex parking lot.  

 advised PPD dispatch to attempt to start an “emergency ping” on 

Ricardo’s cell phone so PPD Ofcs. could attempt to locate Ricardo. According to  

 Ofc. Mack had gone back to Ricardo’s apartment to obtain correct cellular 

carrier information to start a cell phone ping on Ricardo’s phone.  

returned to his PPD cruiser to patrol the immediate area, Metro Park, other parking lot, 

etc. to attempt to locate Ricardo’s vehicle.   

Shortly thereafter, PPD Dispatch received information from the emergency cell phone 

pings on possible locations of Ricardo’s whereabouts and transmitted that information 

to PPD Ofcs. According to , Ofc. Chris Smith (Smith) had radioed to PPD 
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dispatch and other PPD Ofcs. that Ofc. Smith had possibly located Ricardo’s vehicle 

leaving the parking lot of Wal-Mart on Brookpark Rd.  overheard the radio 

traffic about Ofc. Smith trying to conduct a traffic stop on Ricardo’s vehicle and the 

vehicle was not stopping for Ofc. Smith’s lights or sirens. At that time,  

activated his emergency lights and siren on his PPD Cruiser and responded to the 

immediate area of Ofc. Smith’ location on Brookpark Rd. 

Upon arriving in the area of Brookpark Rd. where Ofc. Smith had attempted to conduct 

a traffic stop of Ricardo’s vehicle,  (traveling westbound on Brookpark 

Rd.) located Ofc. Smith and , now stopped on Brookpark Rd. in 

front of the IHOP Restaurant.  stated the way Ofc. Smith and  had 

placed their PPD cruisers, it had appeared as though they were conducting a felony 

traffic stop of Ricardo’s vehicle  explained the way  had 

positioned his PPD cruiser upon arrival. 

 

(Image #3, marker above, from  Front Dash Camera, positioning of 

cruiser upon arrival at the traffic stop with Ofc. Smith and 

 cruisers to the right of  cruiser, which involved the red Toyota 

Corolla driven by Ricardo. Ricardo had not exited his vehicle at this point of the 

traffic stop). 

 started to exit his cruiser and had noticed Ricardo reaching in the 

backseat for something.  
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loaded Ricardo onto a flat board (gurney) and took Ricardo to the hospital.  

 then removed himself from the immediate area of the scene. 

SA Burke asked  why he decided to discharge his service weapon toward 

Ricardo.  said, “I perceived the subject (Ricardo) being a threat to not 

only myself, but other officers and potentially citizens. Once he (Ricardo) began 

advancing on the other officers, that’s when I ( ) decided to fire my 

weapon.” (32:39) SA Burke asked  if  was in fear of his life 

and the lives of others because of Ricardo’s actions.  said, “Yes.” SA 

Burke asked  how many rounds  believed he fired towards 

Ricardo.  said he believed he fired seven (7) rounds at Ricardo. SA Burke 

asked  what he believed the distance had been when  fired 

his weapon at Ricardo and  believed the distance to be approximately 

thirty (30) to thirty-five (35) feet. 

SA Burke asked  whether, upon exiting his cruiser, he had any opportunity 

to order Ricardo to drop the weapon which Ricardo in his right hand before firing his 

service weapon.  replied, “No” (34:05  explained that, 

based on his training and experience on felony traffic stops, only one (1) officer should 

issue commands to avoid confusing the subject. SA Burke then asked  if 

 if he had heard any other PPD Ofcs. order Ricardo to “drop” the weapon 

 stated he remembered hearing  say, “Drop the gun” (34:39). 

SA Burke asked  about rendering aid to Ricardo, after the OICI.  

 stated he had approached Ricardo with caution, noticed the gun Ricardo had 

in Ricardo’s right hand during the OICI had been “kicked” away from the immediate 

area of Ricardo.  said he noticed numerous other PPD Ofcs. securing (with 

handcuffs), assessing, then rendering aid to Ricardo. Furthermore,  said 

that Brookpark Rd. was a highly traveled roadway, so he went to re-position his PPD 

cruiser to block traffic.  then went back to assist in rendering aid to 

Ricardo, specifically assisting with torniquet placement on Ricardo’s right leg.  

SA Burke asked  if the actions he had taken during the OICI were 

consistent with his law enforcement officer training.  said, “Yes” (35:40). 

SA Burke asked  if  believed he had fired his service weapon 

at Ricardo first (1
st

) or if  believed  had fired his service weapon 

first (1
st

) at Ricardo during the OICI.  stated, “From how I (

remembered it, it was simultaneously. I ( ) couldn’t tell you who 

pulled the trigger first” (36:02). SA Burke asked  if he could recall 

Ricardo making any comments to PPD Ofcs. while in his vehicle, as he exited his 
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vehicle, when he approached Ofc. Smith and , or while PPD Ofcs. rendered aid 

to Ricardo.  said that Ricardo never made any statements or comments to 

anyone before, during, or after the OICI.  

SA Burke asked  if he had experienced any tunnel vision or time distortion 

throughout the OICI and  said he did not. SA Burke asked  if 

 felt he had acted within the Use of Force Policy of the PPD during the OICI 

and  replied, “Yes” (37:36). 

SA Lamping asked  if he had been made aware of the method(s) of the 

prior suicide attempts of Ricardo prior to arriving at Ricardo’s apartment on Tuesday, 

February 24, 2026.  stated he had not been made aware of Ricardo’s prior 

suicidal method(s).  SA Lamping asked  about his plan of action 

responding to Ricardo’s apartment, due to the nature of the call (welfare check).  

 had explained what PPD Ofcs. had anticipated doing once at Ricardo’s 

apartment. Upon noticing the suicidal notes posted on Ricardo’s door, this had 

heightened  thought process on how to approach the involvement of 

Ricardo.  initially believed Ricardo would be located deceased within 

Ricardo’s apartment. Then upon searching the inside of Ricardo’s apartment and not 

locating Ricardo inside the apartment, but locating further suicidal indicators inside 

Ricardo’s apartment,  thought Ricardo may have gone elsewhere to carry 

out Ricardo’s intentions of suicide.  

SA Lamping asked as  had read through the suicidal notes left by Ricardo, 

had there been any indication Ricardo had planned a “suicide by cop” scenario and 

 replied, “No” (39:22). 

Lastly, SA Burke asked  if he believed Ricardo had ever fired the firearm 

Ricardo had in his right hand.  stated, “I ( ) do not recall if 

he (Ricardo) fired his firearm” (39:37).    

SA Burke asked  if he had completed and filled out the Marsy’s Law 

Packet, which had been provided to  by OPBA Atty. Dan Leffler.  

 stated he had filled out the Marsy’s Law Packet.  then provided 

SA Burke with the Marsy’s Law document indicating  was invoking his 

privilege to Marsy’s Law. 

 acknowledged that his Body Worn Camera (BWC) and Cruiser Dash Cam 

had been activated during the OICI. 

 had no other relevant information and the interview concluded at 

approximately 1322 hours. 
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The images in this report were for demonstration purposes only. 

The interview was video and audio recorded. The video and audio recording was placed 

into Axon Justice/Evidence.com as part of Reference Item M-Officer Interviews > Sub 

Folder Involved . 

 

References: 

Reference Item M-Officer Interviews > Sub Folder Involved  

 – stored in Axon Justice 

Attachments: 

1.  Criminal Notification 




