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 did not have a radio that day so he did not receive information over the 

radio during the incident. He remembered hearing other officers talk about some of 

the details that led to the incident. He was aware the subject was a white male 

approximately 65 years of age who had flashed a gun at the Marshalls when they tried 

to serve an arrest warrant. He believed the SWAT team was requested shortly before 

1130 hours.  

After they arrived, he was initially at the back of their armored vehicle, . 

They were doing some planning while additional officers were arriving and funneling 

into various positions. They began deploying gas into the room.  

moved to the back of an SUV parked in front of the subject’s room with  

 did not like his position and returned to the back of 

the armored vehicle.  

At some point, he heard gunshots and believed they were coming out of the room, 

past them, and toward the Cracker Barrel restaurant. At that time, he was at the back 

of  while  was positioned at the back of the black SUV. He yelled 

at  and asked if he wanted his sniper gear.  indicated he did. 

Officers in  retrieved the sniper gear and gave it to  who 

ran it to   

 then set up along another building of rooms east of the subject’s 

location.  heard more gunshots and believed the subject was 

shooting at them.  then took down his position and moved back to his 

original position behind the black SUV. While  was setting up at the rear 

passenger side corner of the SUV, the subject shot . Officers returned fire. 

Other officers began treating , and he was evacuated to an ambulance.  

As the event proceeded, learned they had sent a drone into the room 

and the subject had shot it down. He also heard that each time they tried to turn the 

drone back on the subject he shot at it. explained there was a period 

where nothing was happening, and then the subject started firing again. At that time, 

he was positioned behind  near the front passenger side of 

  fired and then turned toward him with his magazine. 

 told  he was up.  explained: 

So, he moved and then I took a position kind of on the front, like where the 

windshield meets the hood of the armor. Uh, there was a shield across. I put my 

gun up. So, I can see like through a little hole and I can see diagonally through 

the door and I can see the, uh, this is north, so I can see the west wall. 
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The west wall, yeah. Um, from like right here, I can see through the door into 

the west wall. I can just, you know, like half a wall. So, all I can see, um, at this 

time,  comes kind of out the side. We're talking 

about plans and whatnot. I asked him if I can take up  gun. He's like, Nope. 

Need you here. Um, I said at that time, like, we're directing fire back when he 

shoots. And he's like, standby on that. So, uh, he kind of sticks his head into 

Captain Marino. He's like, ‘we're we're directing fire, directed fire?’ Uh, captain 

Marino says, ‘Yes, accurate direct fire is our response.’ Uh, another round of 

shooting, uh, comes out of the, the room. Um, I can tell you that I leaned, uh, 

out, I leaned out from the right side of the armor, uh, knowing that like we were 

getting information that he was on the floor between the bed and the wall and 

they were calling outside of the room or whatnot. 

One, two, three, and four. So, I knew that he was kind of in the back of this 

room and he was kind of on the floor. So, uh, the side of this building, like I'll 

say it's three feet up, has like a decorative piece of wood. I don't know what you 

want to call it. Uh, but I kind of focused on that thinking he had to be below it. 

Um, so when I lean out, I shoot a volley. Um, so I, I skipped some instructor 

certificates, but one of 'em is vehicle CQB instructor where they specifically kind 

of teach you how to shoot through pillars of cars and hard objects and how to 

effectively hit something. So, I fire my first volley and I try to keep 'em like right 

in a group on that, that three-foot-high spot. Uh, I don't know how many I shot 

in the first volley, but I know I fired and I quit. 

I reassessed to make sure my rounds were hitting where I wanted 'em to hit and 

then there was still shooting going on. Uh, I then fired my second volley, uh, 

gun locks back. I get outta line, drop my magazine, another guy steps up, get 

my gun loaded, uh, just in time to hear and uh, reiterate the ceasefire that they 

called. So, they called it ceasefire after that volley. Uh, so I just get back in line. 

Uh, started doing some, you know, some team leader stuff. We're devising a 

couple different plans we might try. Uh, OSP was just north of us, so, uh, that's 

the SR. SRT-1. It kind of arrives over here on scene and uh, we come up with a 

plan. It eventually drives over and pushes the Dodge out of the way and takes 

up some hardcover in front. 'cause this guy's just shooting all the neighboring 

units and, uh, us and the restaurant like, so we tried to wall this place off so 

that the rounds wouldn't, you know, strike any people or, uh, you know, 

neighboring, neighboring rooms or whatnot (29:42). 

was asked to expound on the directive for directed fire from Captain 

Marino. He explained: 
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So, uh,  had just fired, uh, I believe  too, but I didn't 

see  fire. So when I switched, when I switched  out, 'cause he was 

reloading and I took up his position and we're watching this kind of like a lull in 

the action, so to say, and I'm kind of looking in at that angle and I, you know, I 

wanted to make sure that, um, you know, if we were gonna take that action, that 

they wanted us to take that action. Uh, you know, we try not to, I, well as a team 

leader, like I don't want to give instructions that aren't, uh, what the team as a 

whole would want to do. Uh, so  uhh,  was behind me and 

that's when I turned to him like, we're, we're returning on, on being shot at. And 

he's like, we're gonna check that. And, or he, I think he said, we're gonna check 

that. And that's when he asked . So, the armored door's open on the side 

and I'm, there's a, a man door right here, like kind of almost in the middle of the 

truck. Captain Marino was kind of sitting inside of it, you know, as his, uh, 

command post. So,  opens that door and I'm the door's kind of up here so I 

can kind of do this. And, uh, he says, yes, we're accurately returning directed 

fire. Um, should he shoot again? I think that was the gist of really that was about 

it. There wasn't like a huge discussion that I was part of. Okay. I was just kind of 

like a Yep. We're going to, I believe his words were accurate, direct, directed, 

accurate fire (42:44).  

At some point, OSP’s armored vehicle arrived and was positioned in front of the room 

to help block the subject’s rounds because the subject was firing, and his rounds were 

going toward other buildings, people, and the restaurant.  had taken 

up  rifle and was positioned further east of the subject’s room near a 

dumpster. The subject then started firing at   

He recalled that at another point officers were saying they could see the subject 

moving between the bed and the wall. He heard another exchange of gunfire followed 

by a lot of silence. They devised a plan to approach the room and deploy another 

camera. Once the camera was in, it appeared the subject was down. He and several 

other officers entered the room, called for medics, and they determined the subject 

was deceased.  

described the training he received related to accurate and directed 

fire. He stated: 

We do, uh, a maneuver. We go to Ravenna Arsenal every year, probably for the 

last two or three years as a, the whole, so when the team trains, there's 35 of 

us, we go two days a month. So, the team is split during those into like 15-man 

teams so that everybody's work can accommodate. There are people being 
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gone. But one week a year we all go together. Um, so that one week we spend in 

Ravenna using all the shoot houses and all their ranges and stuff so we can all 

be together. And, uh,  ran the, uh, fire maneuver 

type drill that, that year last, this well be this year. Uh, he ran that drill. And, 

um, essentially a group of guys returns accurate fire at a target. So, another 

group can move or they can, uh, set up what they're setting up. Um, not 

necessarily that you see the target, but per se there'd be somebody inside of a 

window and they know that we're shooting, they're shooting out at us, but we 

can't directly see them. But in order for us to gain an advantage to set up an, uh, 

a maneuver or to protect who's out there, we would directly and accurately, uh, 

you know, shoot for a better, like where that gunfire is coming from (46:02). 

Throughout the incident,  was unable to see the subject inside the 

room. He did not hear the subject say anything at any point. There were numerous PA 

announcements given where they announced their presence and warned that if the 

subject did not come out, gas would be deployed.  

explained that being shot at “elevated the game.” The subject was 

shooting at their sniper and had shot another officer. It was clear to him the subject 

intended to kill them and was in fear for his life and the lives of the 

public.  

did not recall any previous encounters with the involved subject. He 

consented to agents reviewing the results of the drug screen he submitted to after the 

incident and to agents reviewing any written reports he may complete in the future.  

The interview concluded at approximately 1019 hours. 
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