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Narrative:

On June 25, 2025, at approximately 1220 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation Special
Agents Kenneth Smith and Lauren Frazier interviewed Middletown Police Officer Ryun Rawlins
(Officer Rawlins). The interview took place at the Middletown Police Department. Also present
for the interview was Attorney Rob Stokar. The interview was audio recorded.

The following summary of the recorded interview highlights the key points the author deemed
most relevant, although it does not provide a verbatim account. Additionally, this report was
placed in a chronology to enhance the reader’s understanding of the information obtained
during the interview. However, it is important to note that this may not reflect the actual order
of the questions posed. Therefore, it is suggested that the full audio recording be reviewed.

Officer Rawlins was identified as being an officer who witnessed and/or had some level of
involvement in the officer-involved critical incident that occurred on June 13, 2025, in the City
of Middletown, Butler County, Ohio. Officer Rawlins did not discharge his firearm during this
incident. The primary objective of the interview was to gather all pertinent information known
or observed. He confirmed that he was providing his statement voluntarily.

Officer Rawlins has been employed as a police officer at Middletown Police Department for
approximately five years. He stated that he works || | 3N fro G
hours. He was wearing the standard Middletown police uniform. He said that his supervisor
that day was Sgt. Jason Wargo. Officer Rawlins was wearing a body-worn camera (BWC), which
was activated and recording at the time of this incident.

On July 13, 2025, he said that he received a call via his in-car computer. He said that the call
came out as a signal 28, which he described as shots fired. Officer Rawlins arrived on Mohawk
Street and said that Officer Kessler advised him via radio not to park in front of the house
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because the subject still had a gun in his hand. Officer Rawlins said himself and Officer
Swanger pulled up at the same time and parked in the road on the south side of the house.

Officer Rawlins said he exited his patrol cruiser and him and || | | | I both grabbed
their department approved rifles and used ||| | | B v<hicle for cover. Officer Rawlins
observed the house to have a screen door, and an inner door. He said that the inner door was
open, and the screen door was closed. Officer Rawlins said that he could see through the
screen door. Officer Rawlins said he saw the subject come to and from the front door in a
wheelchair and said he could see a gun in his hand through the screen door. He described the
gun as a silver-colored handgun.

Officer Rawlins stated that officers made a perimeter around the subject's residence. Once
Sgt. Wargo arrived on scene, Officer Rawlins said that Sgt. Wargo spoke to family. Sgt. Wargo
tried to have family get the subject on the phone and come outside. Shortly after, Sgt. Wargo
came over to the south side of the house where the majority of officers were. Officer Rawlins
said that Sgt. Wargo told officers that they needed to approach the house, due to it being a
hostage situation with an injured female inside.

Officers developed a plan to move up towards the house. Officer Rawlins placed his rifle in his
cruiser and switched to his department issued handgun. Officer Rawlins said that the officers
got into a stack formation with a shield, before they started approaching the front of the
house. Officer Rawlins said that the front of the house had a metal wheelchair ramp with a
hard 90 degree turn back towards the house. As officers were approaching, they decided that
the front of the house was not safe to approach. Officers learned that the back door may be
open, so officers approached the back yard.

Officer Rawlins said that || | 25 assisting Officer Harris, by telling him where to
put the shield, as they approached the back door. As soon as officers got onto the back
porch, officers announced that they were with Middletown Police. The subject inside the house
stated, "if you come in here, | will shoot you. Just go away, go away." Officer Rawlins said that
Sgt. Wargo tried to negotiate with the subject inside. Officers requested Officer Kessler
respond, since he has experience with police-related negotiations. As Officer Kessler was
speaking with the subject, Officer Rawlins said that the subject fired one shot at officers. He
did not see where the shot went.

Officer Rawlins said that Officer Kessler was still trying to negotiate with the subject, telling
him to drop the gun and come outside, so that officers could help the female inside. The
subject refused and told the officers that he would shoot them if they came inside. Officer
Harris told that the subject was in the fridge and a few seconds later, Officer
Rawlins heard what sounded like a can of pop open. Officer Rawlins said that || N NN
moved from the left side of the door to the right side. He said that ||| | | QRN \v2s armed
with his department approved rifle and began giving verbal commands for the subject to drop
the gun before | fired several shots towards the subject. Officer Rawlins said

that he heard and saw || G fire-

Officer Rawlins said that he was third in the stack of officers and still on the right side of the
door, behind Harris, when ||} BB fired. Officer Harris asked if the subject was down,
before officers entered the back of the residence. Officer Rawlins said that himself and [ IEzNBN
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[l immediately attended to the subject and placed him in handcuffs. Officer Rawlins said
that he lifted the back of the subject's shirt and could see what appeared to be two gunshot
wounds on his back, one in the middle and one by his shoulder blade.

At that time, medics were coming in the front door, while other officers were inside clearing
the residence. The medics began assessing the subject, but Officer Rawlins was unsure what,
if any, medical aid was provided. Officer Rawlins said that he did a secondary search of the
house, before he left the residence. Officer Rawlins left the scene and drove ||
to the Middletown Police Department. At this time, Officer Rawlins learned that || G
had also fired. SA Frazier asked if he could see the subject with the gun at the back door prior
to I firing. Officer Rawlins stated, "No, | never saw the subject."

The interview concluded at 1241 hours. Officer Rawlins prepared a typed statement, which
was provided to investigators. The statement was signed and dated at the conclusion of the
interview. Officer Rawlins typed statement, and a copy of the audio recorded interview are
attached to this report.

References:
No references.
Attachments:

Attachment # 01: 2025-07-25 Officer Ryun Rawlins Interview
Attachment # 02: Middletown Police Officer Ryun Rawlins Signed Statement
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