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Investigative Activity:Investigative Activity: Document Review, Records Received

Involves:Involves: Kelsey L Hildal (S)

Date of Activity:Date of Activity: 04/04/2025

Author:Author: SA Lauren Frazier, #129

Narrative:Narrative:

On April 4, 2025, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) Special Agent Lauren Frazier
compiled background information on Kelsey Hildal, the subject involved in the incident on
April 1, 2025. The background information included researching past police reports involving
the subject, searching criminal history records, open and closed-source database inquiries,
and social media posts. The information gathered was obtained from BCI Criminal Intelligence
Unit (CIU) Analyst Emily Kreager, SA Kenny Smith, and SA Lauren Frazier.

SA Frazier reviewed the information and noted the following:

Prior Police Encounters:

Blue Ash Police Department (BAPD) provided several incident reports regarding Kelsey
Hildal, to include the following:

2012-02-07 Blue Ash PD Traffic Crash Report# 2012-0299 (attachment #01)
2014-09-28 Blue Ash PD Incident Report# 2014-1946 (attachment #02)

Hildal's family brought her the the police department due to her
suffering from a psychiatric emergency. Hildal was voluntarily admitted
to Deaconess psychiatric hospital.

2019-06-25 Blue Ash PD Incident Report# 2019-1243 and 2019 Escort Ads
Involving Hildal, preserved by BAPD (attachments #03-04)

Online advertisements for massages were located by BAPD. After an
investigation, Hildal was arrested for prostitution.

BAPD provided a list of additional run history at Hildal's registered address, 4707
Alpine Avenue, to include the following:
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Butler County Sheriff's Office (BCSO) Incident Report# 2024-06-0109 (attachment #05)
On June 7, 2024, BCSO deputies were dispatched to a residence for a burglary
in progress. The caller told dispatch that an unknown white female with a dog
had entered the home uninvited. The subject was located in the kitchen area
and was identified as Kelsey Hildal. When speaking with Hildal, she seemed
manic and said people were chasing her. Her vehicle, a red Ford Escape bearing
Ohio registration JVV3278, was called in a reckless operator. The caller stated
the driver was passing vehicles at a high rate of speed on Princeton Road and
then pulled over and ran from the vehicle into the wood line. Hildal's vehicle
was located directly behind the home where she was located. The victims
declined to press charges.
Dispatch contacted Hildal's mother, who responded and took possession of the
dog and the vehicle. When speaking with the mother about Hildal, she stated
that she is not a drug user and this is not like her at all. Hildal was voluntarily
taken to Atrium Hospital for a physiological evaluation.

Computerized Criminal History (CCH):

Database Searches:

Hildal was found to have active Facebook account. She was also the registered owner
of a 2010 red Ford Escape bearing OH plate# JVV3278.
Hamilton County Clerk of Courts Search -

2015-04-07: Arrest by Hamilton County Sheriff's Office for possession of
drugs
2019-06-25: Arrest by Blue Ash Police Department for prostitution

Clermont County Clerk of Courts Search - nothing located

Other:
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An open-source search located a news article, written by Daily Inter Lake Reporter
Dixie Knutson, titled "Battling Through Bad Times." The article featured information
about Hildal's past. Some things to note, included:

2000 (age 10) - Hildal discovered she had medical issues (hemifacial spasm)
and underwent brain surgery, microvascular decompression, where she had to
learn to walk again.
2003 (age 13) - Hildal's family was involved in a car accident, which resulted in
her suffering from a fractured arm and head injury.
2004 (age 14) - Hildal's parents had her arrested and sent to a 60-day boot
camp in North Carolina.
2004 (age 14) - Hildal was sent to the Montana Academy, a boarding school
for psychologically troubled teens, where she ran away and almost froze to
death.
2008-2009 - Hildal attended Kalispell Flathead High School in Montana, where
she played basketball and lived in a transition house.
2009-2010 - Hildal played on the Montana women's basketball team.

The documents received, relative to Hildal, are attached to this report for further review,
except for any prohibited LEADS/CCH reports, which were disposed of according to applicable
policies and procedures.

References:References:

No references.

Attachments:Attachments:

Attachment # 01: 2012-02-07 Blue Ash PD Traffic Crash Report# 2012-0299
Attachment # 02: 2014-09-28 Blue Ash PD Incident Report# 2014-1946
Attachment # 03: 2019-06-25 Blue Ash PD Incident Report# 2019-1243
Attachment # 04: 2019 BAPD Escort Ads (Hildal)
Attachment # 05: 2024-06-07 Butler Co SO Incident Report# 2024-06-0109
Attachment # 06: BCI CIU Intel Summary Sheet HILDAL, Kelsey
Attachment # 07: Hamilton County Sheriff's Office Arrest - C15CRB8566 (Possession of

Drugs)
Attachment # 08: Blue Ash Police Department Arrest# C19CRB17256 (Hildal)
Attachment # 09: 2009 News Article - Battling Through Bad Times - Daily Inter Lake
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Incident Number: 2014000001946

Print Date:  April 7, 2025

Blue Ash, Ohio 45242

Fax: (513) 745-8598

Phone: (513) 745-8555

4343 Cooper Road

Blue Ash Police Department

 IBR/UCR OFFENSES

Offense Section Number A/C

C0100.05AIDED CASE

INCIDENT INFORMATION

09/28/2014 10:10:00AM Sun 09/28/2014 10:10:00AM

Reported

On 9/28/2014 10:10:33AMSun

Occurred

To

Occurred

On/From

Incident Address Business Name

Blue Ash Police Department 4343 Cooper Rd, Blue Ash, OH 45242

ASSOCIATED PERSONS

Type  Name(Last, First, MI)  Date of Birth  Sex Home Phone # Cell Phone # Work Phone #Juv

F12/23/1990Victim Hildal, Kelsey L N/A(513) 315-5536 N/AN

 9098 Decima St, Blue Ash, OH 45242

ASSOCIATED BUSINESSES

Type  Name Primary Phone # Secondary Phone #

COMPLAINT CHARGES

Seq # Section  Name(Last, First, MI) Description of Offense

No Complaint Offenses Recorded for Incident #: 2014000001946

PROPERTY

No Property Info reported for Incident #: 2014000001946

INVOLVED OFFICERS

Officer NameOfficer Type Division

Michael J Bray Reporting Officer Patrol Section

Michael J Bray Responding Officer Patrol Section
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Incident Number: 2014000001946

Print Date:  April 7, 2025

Blue Ash, Ohio 45242

Fax: (513) 745-8598

Phone: (513) 745-8555

4343 Cooper Road

Blue Ash Police Department

Date & Time

   Narrative by:  Police Officer Michael Bray   Division: Patrol Section 

Narrative Description Entered by Status Reviewed by Last Edit Date

09/28/2014  11:11 Police Officer Michael 

Bray

Closed Chief Scott Noel 09/28/2014

   The victim was brought to B.A.P.D. by family members, stating that she was in a psychiatric emergency.

Date & Time

   Narrative by:  Police Officer Michael Bray   Division: Patrol Section 

Narrative Description Entered by Status Reviewed by Last Edit Date

09/28/2014  11:12 Police Officer Michael 

Bray

Closed Chief Scott Noel 09/28/2014

  Mr. Rohn Hidal is the victim's father. He, his wife, and other family members brought Kelsey to B.A.P.D. declaring her to 

be suffering a psychiatric emergency.

   Apparently Kelsy is a college student in Mississippi. Yesterday family members traveled there, and had her evaluated at a 

medical center. She was discharged from that center. The Hidals drove Kelsey to their home on Decima. Kelsey states that 

her father physically restrained her, during an argument,  in attempt to get her to go for another evaluation. 

   I did see the medical report on Kelsey, which the Hidals showed to me. It indicated anxiety, but held no evidence of any 

suicidal tendencies or threats. The report contained nothing indicating that Kelsey was a danger to herself or others. 

   I spoke to Kelsey independent of her family members. It is apparent that she is under considerable stress. At my 

suggestion, she decided to voluntarily admit herself to U.C. Psychiatric, to try to alleviate stress at the residence and satisfy 

her parents. She also stated she could use a break from the stress in the household. She voluntarily went with Blue Ash 

paramedics to University/Deaconess psychiatric. 

Incident Dispatcher Remarks:

   Create User ID:  system

Date & Time

09/28/2014  11:08:34

2014/09/28 10:13 Miller, Sarah SM492: Compl here to meet with daughter (bipolar adult) ref going to Linder House for 

treatment, may have problems with her, they had to sign her in against her will in the past.

2014/09/28 10:55 Miller, Sarah SM492: Requested BALS
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Incident Number: 2019000001243

Print Date:  April 7, 2025

Blue Ash, Ohio 45242

Fax: (513) 745-8598

Phone: (513) 745-8555

4343 Cooper Road

Blue Ash Police Department

 IBR/UCR OFFENSES

Offense Section Number A/C

C2907.25APROSTITUTION [M-3]

INCIDENT INFORMATION

06/25/2019 11:41:00AM Tues 06/25/2019 11:41:00AM

Reported

On 6/25/2019 11:41:15AMTues

Occurred

To

Occurred

On/From

Incident Address Business Name

MountainView Relaxation 10999 Reed Hartman Hwy, Apt #: 136, Blue Ash, OH 45242

ASSOCIATED PERSONS

Type  Name(Last, First, MI)  Date of Birth  Sex Home Phone # Cell Phone # Work Phone #Juv

F12/23/1990Arrested Hildal, Kelsey L (513) 745-0494(513) 315-5536 N/AN

 9098 Decima St, Blue Ash, OH 45242

ASSOCIATED BUSINESSES

Type  Name Primary Phone # Secondary Phone #

ARREST OFFENSES

Seq # Section  Name(Last, First, MI) Description of Offense

2907 25 PROSTITUTION [M-3]Hildal, Kelsey L  1

COMPLAINT CHARGES

Seq # Section  Name(Last, First, MI) Description of Offense

No Complaint Offenses Recorded for Incident #: 2019000001243

ARRESTEE #  1

Suspect Type Suspect Name SSNAlias/Nickname Occupation

N/AN/AN/AHildal, Kelsey LPositive identification

Date of Birth  Age  Sex  Race Ethnicity Height Weight Eye Color Hair ColorControl Number

12/23/1990  28 Female Caucasian Not Hispanic 5' 5" 115 Blue Brown

Scars / Marks / Tattoos / Other Physical Characteristics:

Tattoo, arm, left upper

PROPERTY

No Property Info reported for Incident #: 2019000001243

INVOLVED OFFICERS

Officer NameOfficer Type Division

Robert Gerhardt IIIResponding Officer Police Administration

Jeffrey Lewis Responding Officer Detective Section

Brandon Taylor Responding Officer Patrol Section

Brendan McKinney Reporting Officer Patrol Section

Brendan McKinney Responding Officer Patrol Section

Mark Niehaus Responding Officer Detective Section

Brentten Wiley Reporting Officer Patrol Section
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Incident Number: 2019000001243

Print Date:  April 7, 2025

Blue Ash, Ohio 45242

Fax: (513) 745-8598

Phone: (513) 745-8555

4343 Cooper Road

Blue Ash Police Department

Date & Time

   Narrative by:  Police Officer Brendan McKinney   Division: Community Impact Unit 

Narrative Description Entered by Status Reviewed by Last Edit Date

06/25/2019  14:53 Sex Offense Police Officer Brendan 

McKinney

Closed Lieutenant Robert 

Gerhardt

07/10/2019

BAPD conducted an undercover prostitution investigation.

Date & Time

   Narrative by:  Police Officer Brendan McKinney   Division: Community Impact Unit 

Narrative Description Entered by Status Reviewed by Last Edit Date

06/25/2019  16:11 Sex Offense Police Officer Brendan 

McKinney

Closed Lieutenant Robert 

Gerhardt

07/10/2019

On 06/24/19, I observed an advertisement on the website "rubratings.com" and observed multiple female 

subject's advertising massage services.  The ad showed all the females wearing only their bra and underwear 

posing in provocative positions.  Some of the pictures even showed the women topless while posing.  I then 

initiated a recorded conversation with "Lena" who then sent a hyperlink of 

www.mountainviewrelaxation.com/cincinnati".  I then clicked on the link it showed "Lena" and seven other 

females at the Cincinnati location.  I observed one of the ads for a female named "Rose" state  "Hi Boys! How 

do you like my pics?  Want to touch and be touched? Lets do it!...I'm 5'4, 130lbs, and a 34 C cup, so I have 

curves in all the right places!"  

On 06/25/19, I located an ad on the "mountainview relaxation" website for a female named Lindsay.  I also 

located a similar ad for Lindsay on "rubratings.com"  The "rubratings" ad was headed "Make you dreams come 

true with lindsay!!".  The ad went on to say "I love giving massages and getting them "  The ad stated "Lindsay" 

charged $120 for an hour of incall services.

I then initiated a recorded conversation with the listed phone number on the ad and agreed to an appointment 

with Lindsay.  I then briefed a confidential informant (CI) about possible prostitution activity at the location.  

"Lindsay" confirmed the location of 10999 Reed Hartman Hwy, suite #136.  I was also able to identify "Lindsay" 

as Kelsey Hildal.  

The CI then walked into the business property and assisting officers (Det Lt Gerhardt, Det Lewis, Det Niehaus, 

and PO Taylor) were able to monitor the CI through an audio device.  The CI then entered suite#136 and was 

greeted by Hildal.  Hildal told the CI get undressed and lay face up.  CI then gave Hildal the mutually agreed 

upon $120 for the massage.  Hildal then left the room with the money and returned shortly after wearing only a 

bra and underwear, where she spoke with the CI as he lay naked on the massage table.  Hildal then offered 

multiple services to the CI for an additional cost.  Hildal stated that the CI could purchase a "topless massage" 

for additional $100, or a "mutual touch massage" for additional $200.  The CI asked what was offered in the 

"mutual touch massage" and Hildal stated that she and the CI could touch and/or kiss each other anywhere 

above the waist while she was topless.  Hildal advised she did not offer "happy endings", but told the CI "you 

can finish yourself".

The CI agreed to the "topless massage" and Hildal removed her bra to expose her breasts to the CI as he lay 

naked and uncovered.  Hildal then began to massage the CI as he lay face up and according to the CI, Hildal 

leaned over his face and continually placed her breasts on his face while she massaged his inner thigh/groin 

area.  The CI advised Hildal touched or grazed his penis with her knuckles multiple times as she massaged 

near his genitals.  

The CI was then given a predetermined signal to exit the business and he was debriefed.  Investigation is 

ongoing.

Video footage of this undercover operation is located on the confidential Investigative "I" drive.
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Incident Number: 2019000001243

Print Date:  April 7, 2025

Blue Ash, Ohio 45242

Fax: (513) 745-8598

Phone: (513) 745-8555

4343 Cooper Road

Blue Ash Police Department

Date & Time

   Narrative by:  Police Officer Brendan McKinney   Division: Community Impact Unit 

Narrative Description Entered by Status Reviewed by Last Edit Date

07/10/2019  19:18 Warrants Police Officer Brendan 

McKinney

Closed Lieutenant Robert 

Gerhardt

10/17/2019

On 07/08/19, BAPD executed a search warrant at 10999 Reed Hartman Hwy #136, during a prostitution 

investigation.  Multiple subjects were arrested for prostitution related offenses.  I then filed prostitution charges 

against Kelsey Hildal.  On 07/10/19, I attempted to contact Hildal by phone, but was unsuccessful.

Date & Time

   Narrative by:  Police Officer Brentten Wiley   Division: Patrol Section 

Narrative Description Entered by Status Reviewed by Last Edit Date

10/14/2019  21:00 Warrant Served Police Officer Brentten 

Wiley

Closed Lieutenant Robert 

Gerhardt

10/17/2019

On 10/14/2019 at 2000 hours, I conducted a traffic stop bearing OH/HWK6975 registered to Kelsey Hildal on 

WB SR-126 near the Hunt Rd exit. Due to having two dogs inside the vehicle, Hildal was advised to drive her 

vehicle to her residence on Decima St. while PO Dungan and I followed her to her residence. Hildal was 

arrested on the current warrant for her arrest. PO Tolle responded to the residence where she was searched 

incident to arrest. Hildal was transported back to Blue Ash PD to be processed. Hildal advised she wanted to 

speak to PO McKinney in reference to the charges filed on her. Hildal was cited to HCMC, and was given a 

copy of the complaint and warrant served to her. Hildal was released from the PD.

Incident Dispatcher Remarks:

   Create User ID:  

Date & Time

No dispatcher remarks listed.
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Butler County Sheriff's Office

Incident Number: 2024-06-0109

Sheriff Richard K. Jones

705 Hanover Street, Hamilton, OH 45011

Call Number Time Dispatched Time Arrived Time Cleared Clearance  Code Cleared Date Reporting Agency

24-092822 12:25 12:30 13:42 Closed 06/07/2024 
13:42:33

OH0090000

Incident Address: 6592 Gretel Ct , LIBERTY TWP, OH, 45044

Report Date Incident Occured From Incident Occured To

6/7/2024 12:24:31 PM 6/7/2024 12:22:00 PM 6/7/2024 12:30:00 PM

Offense (s)
# Offense A/C F/M Degree Bias Larceny

1 130 GENERAL CONDITIONS C No Bias/not 
Applicable

Location of Offense: Single Family Home

Supected of Using: Not Applicable

Type Weapon Used: 

Criminal Activity: 

Method of Entry: Method of Entry - Motor Vehicle Theft: 

Method of Entry - Burglary/B&E: Method of Exit - Burglary/B&E: 

Methods of Operation: Number of Premises Entered: 

Officer
Reporting Officer: Boyd, John 2534 Date: 6/7/2024 4:18:00 PM

Approving Officer: Wargo, Greg 1106 Date: 6/9/2024 12:32:34 AM

www.butlersheriff.org

(513)785-1000
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Butler County Sheriff's Office

Incident Number: 2024-06-0109

Sheriff Richard K. Jones

705 Hanover Street, Hamilton, OH 45011

Narratives

Statement of Facts

On June 7, 2024, at approximately 1224hrs, I, Deputy Boyd, was dispatched to 6592 Gretel Ct. Liberty 
Township, Ohio, for a burglary in progress. The caller told the dispatcher that an unknown white female 
with a dog just entered his home uninvited. Upon arrival, contact was made with the caller (Person #2) 
outside of the residence, who stated the female was still inside the residence with his wife (Person #3). 
Upon entering the home, the subject was in the kitchen area; she was placed in handcuffs and identified as 
(person #1). She was then escorted to my patrol vehicle. When speaking with person #1, she seemed 
manic and said people were chasing her. Her vehicle, a red Ford Escape bearing Ohio registration jvv 
3278, was called in a reckless operator; the calling party stated the driver was passing vehicles at a high 
rate of speed on Princeton Rd. and then pulled over and ran from the vehicle into the wood line. Her vehicle 
was located directly behind the home where she was located.&#13;
When speaking with (Person #2) and ( Person #3) regarding their different options regarding the incident, 
they stated they did not wish to pursue charges against (Person #1) but just trespassed from the property. 
Dispatch was able to get ahold of (person #1) mother, identified as (Person #4), who responded and took 
possession of the k-9 and the vehicle. When speaking with ( Person #4) about (person #1) state, she stated 
that she is not a drug user and this is not like her at all. Both (Person #1) and her mother (person #4) 
agreed she needed to be taken to Atrium Hospital for a physiological evaluation. I then transported ( 
Person #1) to the Atrium and signed her in for a physiological evaluation. ( Person #1) was trespassed from 
6592 Gretel Ct.

www.butlersheriff.org

(513)785-1000
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Butler County Sheriff's Office

Incident Number: 2024-06-0109

Sheriff Richard K. Jones

705 Hanover Street, Hamilton, OH 45011

Additional Person (s)

Name: KELSEY L HILDAL
Involvement: Suspect Person Number: 1 SSN: 302926082

D.O.B Height Weight Hair Sex Eyes

12/23/90 5'04'' 120 Brown Female Blue

Address: 4707 ALPINE AVE, BLUE ASH, OH, 45242

Phone: (000)000-0000 Email: 

Name: DUSTIN RAY PRATHER
Involvement: Complainant Person Number: 2 SSN: 524298603

D.O.B Height Weight Hair Sex Eyes

04/01/79 6'03'' 195 Brown Male Blue

Address: 6592 GRETEL CT, LIBERTY TWP, OH, 45044

Phone: Email: 

Name: ALI LAUREN COLLINS
Involvement: Victim Person Number: 3 SSN: 268903157

D.O.B Height Weight Hair Sex Eyes

04/22/88 5'06'' 145 Brown Female Brown

Address: 6592 GRETEL CT, LIBERTY TOWNSHI, OH, 45044

Phone: Email: 

Name: ROBYN MCCOMAS HILDAL
Involvement: Other Person Number: 4 SSN: 301583056

D.O.B Height Weight Hair Sex Eyes

08/18/56 5'04'' 115 Brown Female Blue

Address: 6424 HAMILTON MASON RD, LIBERTY TWP, OH, 45011

Phone: Email: 

www.butlersheriff.org

(513)785-1000
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Battling through bad times | Daily Inter Lake

Battling through bad times

Flathead guard Kelsey Hildal lines up for a free throw during the Big Sky game at Flathead. Allison Money photos/Daily Inter Lake

4/14/25, 3:52 PM Battling through bad times | Daily Inter Lake
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|
March 7, 2009 1:00 AM

By DIXIE KNUTSON/The Daily Inter Lake

A little girl with a big bag on her shoulder.
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ADVERTISING
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Enroll by April 30—Start Saving for College Today
Florida Prepaid Sponsored

Learn More

That's the first memory Flathead Bravette basketball coach Kim Elliott has of 5-foot-4 senior

Kelsey Hildal on the first day of basketball tryouts.

Elliott's first thought was "who is this kid who looks like she just wants to play basketball?"

Hildal walked up to the coach, shook his hand, introduced herself and calmly told him she'd like to

try out.

"She just showed up. I didn't know anything about her or anything. It took a lot of guts to do what

she did," he said.

"But she was just matter of fact."

It wasn't more than a couple minutes before freshman coach Dave Crosswhite, asked "'coach, did

you see that?'"

He was reacting to Hildal's behind-the-back move for a layup.

It wasn't long before Elliott says he realized "there's something special that has just walked into

the gym, basketball-wise."

A couple of the Braves' basketball coaches were watching Hildal the next day as they waited to

begin their own practice.

Elliott turned to speak to them at one point. But before he could say a word, one piped up with

"'wipe the smile off your face, coach.'"

And that is how Hildal became a Flathead Bravette.

Since then, she's averaged 18.8 points per game, third highest in Class AA, brought in an average

of 3.7 rebounds per game and 1.7 assists. She's also broken the Flathead High School single-game

4/14/25, 3:52 PM Battling through bad times | Daily Inter Lake
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scoring record.

The other Bravettes have been on her bandwagon since the beginning, according to Elliott.

"Their jaws dropped when we first started doing some drills," the coach said.

"But there wasn't one person, one girl that I saw a look in their eyes of jealousy," he said.

"She fit in with all of them. JV, varsity, they've all just kind of engulfed her. This group of girls I've

got is pretty special. There's no drama on this team at all. Kelsey makes us better and they've jelled

in terms of off the court. It's just very accepting of a person from outside," he said.

But none of that even nicks the surface of Kelsey Hildal's story.

She's 18, but already Hildal has been through brain surgery and a horrendous car accident during

which she suffered a brain injury. She's been removed from her home in the middle of the night to

attend a boot camp in North Carolina and she's been enrolled in Montana Academy.

To top it all, she nearly died of hypothermia during an jaunt through the Montana countryside last

February.

It took several weeks for Kelsey to tell her story to her new coach.

Elliott had talked to Kelsey's mom, Robyn, but asked not to be told too much of Kelsey's history.

"It wanted to hear it unfiltered, from Kelsey," he said.

It came out Jan. 3 on a bus ride home from Great Falls.

The Bravettes drove home that night in a whiteout, the outside temperature was below zero and

they had bus trouble.

Elliott, Kelsey and just a few others wound up on one bus while the rest of the girls rode home on

another.

Between Great Falls and Mariah's Pass, she told her story.

Elliott is still in awe.

"The jaw kept dropping further and further and further. I felt honored that she trusted me with

her story. I'm honored that she's on our team and I'm honored that she's been put in my life,"

Elliott said.

Raised in Cincinnati, Ohio, she is one of twin daughters born to Rick and Robyn Hildal.

Kelsey lived a normal life there until her fifth grade year. She was diagnosed with hemifacial

spasm (a neuromuscular disorder characterized by frequent involuntary spasms on one side of

the face).

The brain surgery stopped the spasms, but she went through rehab to learn to walk again - a 10-

year-old learning among 60-year-old stroke patients.

Three years later, on the way to a soccer tournament, the Hildal family was involved in a car

accident. Dad Rick and twin sister Alix, sitting on the passenger side, walked away with cuts and

bruises. Mom Robyn and Kelsey weren't as lucky.

"One side of the car just got flattened," she said.

Robyn had a broken arm and Kelsey suffered numerous injuries - a punctured lung, a broken arm,
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lacerations to her ear and face and she needed staples in her head.

Her left arm is now shorter than her right.

But then, another undiagnosed injury appeared.

Very shortly after the accident "I started really acting out of character," Kelsey said.

"I was making some bad decisions," is all she will say.

Before the wreck, she had been a compliant child who enjoyed school, got great grades and was

eager to please.

Afterward, she "just got really reckless and out of countrol.

"I just felt like I didn't care. It was just a huge change," she said.

But because the difference came on slowly, it took both Kelsey and her parents a few years to

catch on.

"It was so slow and gradual, I didn't really notice it was happening," she said.

She still got perfect grades in school, but Alix, with whom she'd always been close, began to worry

and eventually pulled away.

"At first, she wanted to be my buddy and not tell on me. But we became distant. It was

heartwrenching," she said.

The Hildals eventually sent Kelsey to a wilderness boot camp in North Carolina.

Men came into the home in the middle of the night, handcuffed Kelsey and took her.

That is the hardest thing a parent has to do, have strangers come in the night and handcuff their

child, she said.

Kelsey, though, saw it as a new adventure.

"I didn't fight them at all. I had this big smile on my face. I had this huge plan, how I was going to

escape."

She wasn't scared - and when the men asked if she'd like to get something to eat, she chose

McDonald's and loaded up on everything from burgers to a McFlurry.

She ate beans and rice for the next 60-some days and took a total of two showers.

She didn't last long at the boot camp.

She hiked all day, learned to build fires, and basically had the time of her life.

"I liked it too much. I loved it there and wanted to stay. I lived in the woods 24-7. You never go

inside," she said.

She graduated early, spent one night with her parents and was on a flight to Montana. The Hildals
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had enrolled her in Montana Academy.

"I did not pick it," she said of Montana Academy.

"It was rough in the beginning. I really struggled to accept the program and work hard," she said.

She ran away twice - the second time nearly killed her.

"We were doing this thing they called 'Superclean,' she said.

Her job was to sweep off the porch. She piled on the clothing and headed out.

"They all thought I was outside shoveling, but really I was on my way. Just being on the run was

eventful," she said.

She ran eight miles through 20 inches of snow and 5 below zero temperature from Montana

Academy to McGregor Lake. She passed out on a picnic table, in shock and soaking wet from the

sweat.

"I barely remember a lot of it. I was asleep when they came," she said.

Her counselor, Mary'L, found her.

Kelsey tried not to act too happy, but inside she says she was glad to be found.

She and Mary'L still see a lot of one another.

"We go out to breakfast. She's been great to me," she said.

Kelsey has been able to move on from Montana Academy. She is a senior at Flathead and lives in a

transition house.

"I'm going to school in the real world now, doing my own shopping," she smiled.

There is a strict schedule she must adhere to, however.

"I have to be home for dinner (before 6 p.m.) and she has regular required meetings and study

hours. Twice a week, she cooks dinner for everyone.

"I'm learning. One time I made this thing called 'lima bean surprise,'" she said.

"I really enjoy school and I think because I enjoy it, it makes it a lot easier time."

And there is basketball.

She started out a soccer player - and she still plays that sport - but the minute she picked up a

basketball, she was hooked.

"It just felt really good to me. It felt natural."

She convinced her parents to put a hoop in the driveway and paid Alix to rebound for her.

The driveway was on a hill, 'so it really forced me to put up good shots," she said.

"Basketball is so important. It's a huge motivator to me. Just the team in general is like family to

me. It's really helped me make friends, to stay in touch, it's a huge stress reliever to me. There's
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nothing more relaxing to me," she said.

"I look forward to going to practice. I feel in my element."

Kelsey hopes to play basketball at the next level.

A number of coaches have called, Elliott said.

"There's no question of whether she can play college basketball. It's just at what level and where,"

Elliott said.

"I want to stay out west. I like the culture and the people and the atmosphere and the pace seems

a little slower," she said.

There are two threads through Kelsey's life right now - the desire to do well academically and

basketball.

She's interested in science and math and in a possible career in the medical field, Elliott said.

"She's very quick at math. It's fun to listen to the girls (with their homework). If anybody has a

problem, they just go to Kelsey," he said.

"She's got two lifelines," he said.

"She's had some major challenges in her life, but she just seems so grounded. I don't worry about

her going back to old habits," he said.

"I'm in awe of her story and that she can still walk, let alone the moves she does. There's not one

ounce of arrogance in her. She honestly believes she's not better than the other kids.

"What I see out there, I see life. I don't see a basketball player. I see life. I would not have seen that

10 years ago," the coach said.

"It's about hard work and it's about never quitting.

"Kelsey is teaching me. And she doesn't even know it."
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