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Narrative:

On Tuesday, June 18, 2024, at 1455 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation
(BCI) Special Agent (SA) Matt Collins (SA Collins) and SA Kyle Douglass (SA Douglass)
interviewed Columbus Division of Police (CPD) |l . /o \vas
accompanied by his attorney, Nicole Wannemacher, from the Fraternal Order of Police.
The interview took place at Columbus Police Training Academy: 1000 N. Hague Ave. in
Columbus, Ohio. The purpose of the interview was to gain information from ||| |
involvement in an Officer-Involved critical incident that occurred on June 10, 2024 in
the 4500 Block of Sullivant Ave. in Columbus, Ohio. The interview was audio recorded.

I rcad, understood, and signed the BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form.

This report only summarizes the information deemed by the author to be of the
most relevance to the investigation and does not purport to contain all questions and
answers from the interview. Further, this report was placed in a chronology to aid
the reader’s overall understanding of the information elicited during the interview and
may not be reflective of the actual sequencing of questions. It is suggested that the
full recording be reviewed to clarify any content or contextual questions regarding the
information from the interview.

While the involved-subject, Noel Hernandez Cortaza’s (Cortaza) identity was not known
during the incident, his name is used in this report for clarification purposes. Also, for
clarification purposes, the term subject vehicle used in this report refers to the vehicle
driven by Cortaza. It is more particularly described as a green Honda Civic with Ohio
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When | and I 211ived in the area, they were unable to locate Cortaza
and the Turkey Hill Gas Station appeared to be “in order,” from the view through the
glass windows. Approximately a minute later, dispatch aired Cortaza was in the Turkey
Hill threatening people. |l drove back to the Turkey Hill, where CPD Ofc. Minor
was speaking to the clerk and learned Cortaza was driving a green Hyundai and had
left traveling northbound on Georgesville Road. il exp'ained he drove that same
direction and Ofc. Minor aired that he and were behind the subject vehicle.
The subject vehicle was stopped in the right lane of Georgesville Road. ||l noted
he stopped the cruiser approximately 20-30 feet behind the subject vehicle. Cortaza
then got out of the vehicle and walked in front of it and began “yelling something as he
was stabbing the hood or windshield of his car with what | thought at the time was a knife
due to dispatch airing that he had a 33A (knife). | exited the cruiser and initially drew my
handgun. Then | decided to get my rifle from the rifle rack, as it has red dot which would be
better tactically given the distance and the fact that it was dark outside. The suspect stopped
stabbing his car and started walking towards us. | [} NN vc'ed at him to put his hands
up in Spanish." Cortaza then stopped, turned around and started walking north, turned
around and walked back to his car, and started driving north on Georgesville Road.

Next, [l aired they needed to shut the roadways down and aired a 10-3 (Officer
in trouble) in order to get additional units to the area. explained he and
I cturned to the cruiser and drove north behind Cortaza, as he
was driving approximately 15-20 miles per hour (mph). |} activated the
emergency lights again and asked for a unit to activate “spike strips.” || jjjjij noted
Cruiser #103 arrived in the area and while passing the subject vehicle, from the other
direction, “it appeared that the suspect was trying to hit cruiser 103, as the suspect’s car
veered to the left as 103 passed him.” SA Douglass asked |}l auestions about the
subject vehicle veering towards cruiser #103 (driven by Ofc. Minor). |l explained
although the Cortaza was driving at a slow speed, he had been driving straight, until
cruiser #103 came toward him, in the other lane from the other direction. ||
noted it was at that point, the subject vehicle went from a straight direction to veering
left toward cruiser #103. |l explained it seemed the veer was an intentional act
from his perspective.

Cruiser #103 aired he was going to deploy the spike strips at Georgesville Road and
Sullivant Avenue; however, the subject vehicle turned west onto Sullivant Avenue,
driving several yards and getting out of his vehicle again. “I exited the cruiser with my
rifle. | N 202in gave verbal commands in Spanish to put his hands up. However, the
suspect took only a few steps towards us when | noticed his car was slowly rolling forward.
| think the suspect noticed this too as he got back into his car. At that time, Cruiser #103
drove by, again, possibly to get ahead to attempt to deploy the stop spikes. “The
suspect started driving faster than he had previously been driving and | thought he might be
chasing cruiser 103. | NN 2nc | got back into our cruiser and followed the suspect.”
SA Collins asked |l to clarify if cruiser #103 passed them twice and

indicated cruiser #103 did pass by twice. ||l explained “Old Sullivant” dead ends
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into Georgesville Road (West to East) and then new Sullivant picks up (East to West), to
the North. Due to the subject vehicle turning west on Old Sullivant, Cruiser #103 had
to get turned around north of that location. |Jjjjilij indicated Ofc. Minor was driving
Cruiser #103.

“The suspect was driving with half of his vehicle on the wrong side of the road on Sullivant
Avenue. There are railroad tracks and he stopped on the railroad track, next to another car that
was traveling east and the suspect was partially in his lane of travel. | was concerned for the
safety of the occupants of that vehicle, as | thought the suspect may jump on them. |
BN 2d | both got out of the cruisers with our weapons. He yelled at the other driver to go
and get out of the area. The suspect started driving west, still partially on the wrong side of the

road. N 2 | got back into the cruiser.”

I < xplained he drove approximately 100-125 yards, when the suspect stopped
his vehicle at the intersection of Industrial Mile Road and started walking down Sullivant
Avenue. |l further explained he exited the vehicle with his rifle, while || | | NN
was to his right (north), as Cortaza continued walking west. Other officers arrived at
that time. [l noted, at the time, he did not know exactly which officers were on
scene, while they were walking up on ||l 'eft (south) side towards Cortaza.

I hcard I cive both English and Spanish commands to Cortaza, while

walking towards Cortaza with his Taser out. ||l recalled | ye!led for
I to slow down and not get too close, so he could provide “lethal cover,” while

B c<ployed the Taser. N y<//cd: Taser! Taser! Taser! He fired the
taser. It did not appear to be effective as the suspect turned around and seemed agitated. He
was yelling (I do not know what he said or if it was in English). | yelled at ||} |} b NN to tase
him again. He tased him again but it did not have any effect. The suspect continued to yell and
was pumping his arms up and down with some type of object/weapon in his right hand. | do
not know what it was but it looked like it was metal, skinny, maybe 6 inches long. The suspect
was advancing towards us. He got about 20-25 feet in front of me when suddenly he leaned
forward and charged directly at me with the object in his hand. It was at that moment that |
fired my rifle. | heard other rounds being fired. The suspect went to the ground and someone
aired “shots fired!”

SA Douglass asked |l to confirm if he believed Cortaza was directly charging
at himself. |l exp'ained when Cortaza lunged, he was “facing directly at me.”
Additionally, |l noted when aiming with the rifle’s red dot, he was aiming center
mass and not at an angle; therefore, |l believed Cortaza was coming directly at
him. SA Douglass asked |JJJlil] what Cortaza was doing with his hands while coming
towards officers. | il indicated Cortaza had the weapon in his right hand; however,
noted the whole time Cortaza was moving both hands up and down “in a stabbing
motion” towards officers.

I described firing his rifle in detail. “I fired one burst from my rifle. | do not know
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exactly how many rounds | fired but | would believe | fired 3-5 rounds. | would estimate | fired
all my rounds in 1-2 seconds. | believe | was 10-12 feet from the suspect at the time | fired
my rifle. | fired from a standing position with a two-handed grip and may have taken a step
back as | fired. | believe | used my red dot sight. | did not have any cover or concealment. The
direction of my shots were northwest. | fired at a slight downward angle and my backdrop was
the woods to the west of the Mosque. My target was center mass. | stopped firing because the
suspect went down and did not appear to be moving.”

SA Collins asked |l how many rifle rounds his magazine holds and what
condition does he carry it. ||l explained the magazine “has a capacity of 31" rifle
rounds and “normally it stays unloaded,” until he takes it out of “the rifle rack.” |}
[l further explained, once he takes it out of the rifle rack to have on him during a
run, “I put it in condition one, which would be the round in the chamber.” | N
said he believes he had 31 rounds in the rifle at the time of the incident. SA Collins
asked | if he did a magazine exchange during the incident and he replied “no.”

“At the time | fired my weapon, | was in immediate fear for my life, as well as the lives of
the other officers and civilians in the area. Prior to firing at the suspect, he had been given
multiple opportunities to comply, commands in English and Spanish, and ||} QNN hac
attempted to utilize less lethal force. Instead of complying, the suspect charged at me with a
metal weapon in his hand and | believed he was going to stab and seriously injure or kill me.
I do not believe | had any other reasonable alternative to protect my life and the lives of other
officers at the time | fired my weapon. | believe my actions were consistent with my training a
police officer.”

I observed Cortaza “face down” with his head facing east on Sullivant Avenue.
B - <p'ained he approached Cortaza with other officers and someone ‘“kicked the
metal weapon away and started to secure the suspect. | also kicked a metal hook away from
the suspect (this was an additional weapon that he had).” |l noted “ still do not know
exactly what the suspect had in his hand. It appeared to be some type of homemade weapon.
I also do not know what the metal hook was that | kicked away.” SA Collins asked || N if
Cortaza had two weapons in his hands, since he indicated in his statement a secondary
additional hook weapon. |l explained “I only saw something in his right hand,
when he went down.” However, when handcuffing Cortaza, before rendering medical
aid, noted it looked like an object “broken off of a coat rack” was “between his
knuckles.” SA Collins asked |} if the object had been attached to something and
B <plied, “when | moved it, no.” |l noted he did not see the hook prior to
Cortaza being incapacitated on the ground.

started rendering medical aid to Cortaza. |} explained the medics
arrived shortly thereafter and took over rending the aid. |l explained he went to
the10-precinct substation where the CPD Officer support team awaited.

I oted he now knows the suspects name was “Noel Hernandez.” However, [}
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[l did not believe to have had previous encounters, personal or professional, with
Noel Hernandez (Cortaza).

I < xplained he has now had an opportunity to review the body worn camera and
cruiser camera footage of the incident. || jjlif realized Ofc. Minor was approximately
30 yards west, during the incident, though at the time of the incident was unsure of
Ofc. Minor’s location.

The interview concluded at approximately 1517 hours.

The interview was audio recorded. The audio recording was attached to this report.
The signed BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form and written statement are also
attached to this report. Please see the attachments for further details.

References:
No references.
Attachments:

Attachment # 01: | Statement_CIN
Attachment # 02: 2024-06-18 I | tcrview_Audio
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staTeMENT oF [ <= No- Il

This statement is regarding my involvement in an incident that occurred on Monday, June
10, 2024, between approximately 11:15 p.m. and 11:35 p.m. in Columbus, Ohio. I am voluntarily
providing this statement as part of the investigation being conducted by the Bureau of Criminal
Investigation (BCI) into this matter.

My date of hire with the Columbus Division of Police (CPD or the Division) i-

- My regular assignment i-which is_ My regular
duty hours ar_ My regular days off are_ I
not have any prior law enforcement cxpericncc_]

am also trained in DICE (Driving Impaired Criminal Enforcement) and STOP (Strangulation
Team Operations for Prosecution). I do not currently have any uses of force that have been
found outside of policy.

I was wearing the CPD patrol uniform consisting of navy pants and short sleeved shirt
that has CPD patches on both shoulders. I was also wearing an external ballistic vest with my
badge displayed on it. I had my body worn camera (BWC) mounted on the outside of my vest
and it was activated during this incident. I was carrying my Division-issued Smith & Wesson
2.0 9mm service weapon which was loaded with division-issued ammunition. I did not
discharge my handgun during this incident. I was also carrying my personally owned Daniel
Defense M4 V7 which is a 5.56mm but I believe it was loaded with 223 TAP (Tactical
Application for Police) rounds. I am a certified rifle operator. [ am current in my range

qualifications with both my handgun and rifle. [ was not carrying any additional backup firearm.

I was working with a pmﬂcr,_we were marked in as cruiser [JJ|



but physically driving marked Cruiser.this means that our call sign was .ut the actual

cruiser number was- Cruiser-is equipped with a Cruiser Video System (CVS) and it
was activated and working during this incident.

[ had on glasses during this incident but I am not required to wear them as [ am
farsighted. I do not wear hearing aids and my hearing is good. I do not suffer from any
disabilities. I was not taking any medication, prescription or over the counter, which could affect
the performance of my duties. I had not consumed any alcohol in the 24 hours before this
incident. I did not work any overtime or special duty in the twenty-four (24) hours prior to my
shift and I arrived at the start of my shift well-rested.

Immediately before this incident, -and I were on routine patrol when he
read a run that had just displayed across the CAD (computer aided dispatch) system. He said
there was a person with a knife running up to people’s car windows and banging on them in the
area of Georgesville and Clime Road. Itold him to mark us on it. We were on N. Hague
Avenue (near Broad Street) and I immediately got onto Broad Street and began driving towards

Georgesville Road. As I did this, radio dispatched us on the run an-ctivated the

emergency lights and sirens. I drove west on Broad Street and turned south onto Georgesville
Road. As I was driving,-elayed additional information from the CAD. The
suspect description was a male with long brown hair in a green shirt and the information had the
male reported as both white and Hispanic.

I did not see anyone as we drove down Georgesville Road. [ turned east onto Clime
Road and saw someone walking but it was a female. After checking Georgesville and Clime
Road and not seeing the suspect, I pulled into the Turkey Hill at the corner of Georgesville and

Clime Road. The front of the store is almost completely glass and everything seemed in order. I



pulled out of the Turkey Hill and drove south on Georgesville Road. A minute or so later, radio
aired that the suspect was inside the Turkey Hill threatening people. Idid a U-turn and went
north on Georgesville Road and back to the Turkey Hill.

I turned into the Turkey Hill and Officer Minor was outside speaking with the clerk. 1
heard Officer Minor air that the suspect was in a green Hyundai and traveling northbound on
Georgesville Road. I pulled out onto Georgesville Road and did not see a green Hyundai. As I
drove north, I saw one vehicle but it did not look like a Hyundai. -aired that we do
not see it. Officer Minor aired that we were right behind him. There was a car stopped in the
right lane of Georgesville Road. I pulled the cruiser up and stopped about 20-30 feet behind the
suspect vehicle. The suspect got out of his car and walked to the front of it. He was yelling
something as he was stabbing the hood or windshield of his car with what I thought at the time
was a knife due to dispatch airing that he had a 33A (knife). I exited the cruiser and initially
drew my handgun. Then I decided to get my rifle from the rifle rack, as it has red dot which
would be better tactically given the distance and the fact that it was dark outside. The suspect
stopped stabbing his car and started walking towards us.-yelled at him to put his
hands up in Spanish. The suspect stopped, turned around and started walking north again for a
few feet. Then he turned around and walked back to his car and got into it and started driving
north on Georgesville Road.

I aired that we were going to need roads shut down and a 10-3 (officer in trouble call) to

get additional units in the area. I got back into the driver’s seat and -got back into

the cruiser and we started driving north behind the suspect. The suspect was only driving about

15-20 mph. I believe-activated our emergency lights and aired for someone to

get in front of him and put spike strips down since he was not driving that fast. Cruiser 103



passed us and the suspect vehicle. As he passed the suspect vehicle, it appeared that the suspect
was trying to hit cruiser 103, as the suspect’s car veered to the left as 103 passed him. Cruiser
103 aired that he was going to deploy spike strips out at Georgesville Road and Sullivant Avenue
but the suspect turned west onto Sullivant Avenue. He drove several yards when he stopped
again and got out of his car. I exited the cruiser with my rifle. -again gave verbal
commands in Spanish to put his hands up. However, the suspect took only a few steps towards
us when I noticed his car was slowly rolling forward. I think the suspect noticed this too as he
then got back into his car. As he was getting back into his car, Cruiser 103 passed us; I believe
to get ahead of the suspect and attempt to deploy the stop spikes. The suspect started driving
faster than he had previously been driving and I thought he may be chasing cruiser 103-
-and [ also got back into our cruiser and followed the suspect.

The suspect was driving with half of his vehicle on the wrong side of the road on
Sullivant Avenue. There are railroad tracks and he stopped on the railroad track, next to another
car that was traveling east and the suspect was partially in his lane of travel. [ was concerned for
the safety of the occupants of that vehicle, as I thought the suspect may jump out on them.

_and [ both got out of the cruisers with our weapons. He yelled at the other driver
to go and get out of the area. The suspect started driving west, still partially on the wrong side of
the road. _ and I got back into the cruiser. We drove another 100-125 yards when
the suspect stopped his vehicle at the intersection with Industrial Mile Road. He got out of his
vehicle and started walking down Sullivant Avenue.

I quickly exited the cruiser with my rifle.-was to my right (north). The
suspect continued walking west. Other officers had also arrived (at the time I did not know

exactly who was there) and they were walking up on my left (south) towards the suspect. There



were civilian cars going east on Sullivant Avenue. [ believe the officers to my south told those

cars to back up and leave the area. [ also saw another officer to the north of _

_gave verbal commands to the suspect in English and Spanish. We walked past

the suspect’s car - got a few feet ahead of me and I saw that he had his taser out. |

yelled at him to slow down and not get too close so that I could provide lethal cover while he
deployed the taser. I also did not want to create a crossfire risk.

_yelled: Taser! Taser! Taser! He fired the taser. It did not appear to be

effective as the suspect turned around and seemed agitated. He was yelling (I do not know what
he said or if it was in English). I yelled a_o tase him again. He tased him again
but it did not have any effect. The suspect continued to yell and was pumping his arms up and
down with some type of object/weapon in his right hand. I do not know what it was but it looked
like it was metal, skinny, maybe 6 inches long. The suspect was advancing towards us. He got
about 20-25 feet in front of me when suddenly he leaned forward and charged directly at me with
the object in his hand. It was at that moment that I fired my rifle. I heard other rounds being
fired. The suspect went to the ground and someone aired “shots fired!”

The suspect was face down (with his head to the east) on Sullivant Avenue. I approached
the suspect with other officers. I believe someone kicked the metal weapon away and started to
secure the suspect. I also kicked a metal hook away from the suspect (this was an additional
weapon that he had). _ got his medical bag and began rendering aid. Medics
arrived very quickly and took over rendering aid to the suspect.

CPD Officer Support Team Members arrived and I returned to the 10-precicnt substation.
I waited there for BCI Agents to arrive. There they photographed me and collected my weapon.

This ended my involvement in this incident.



I fired one burst from my rifle. I do not know exactly how many rounds I fired but I
would believe I fired 3-5 rounds. I would estimate [ fired all my rounds in 1-2 seconds. I believe
I was approximately 10-12 feet from the suspect at the time I fired my rifle. I fired from a
standing position with a two-handed grip and may have taken a step back as I fired. I believe I
used my red dot sight. I did not have any cover or concealment. The direction of my shots was
northwest. I fired at a slight downward angle and my backdrop was the woods to the west of the
Mosque. My target was center mass. I stopped firing because the suspect went down and did
not appear to be moving.

At the time I fired my weapon, I was in immediate fear for my life, as well as the lives of
the other officers and civilians in the area. Prior to firing at the suspect, he had been given
multiple opportunities to comply, commands in English and Spanish, and -had
attempted to utilize less lethal force. Instead of complying, the suspect charged at me with a
metal weapon in his hand and I believed he was going to stab and seriously injure or kill me. 1
do not believe I had any other reasonable alternative to protect my life and the lives of the other
officers at the time I fired my weapon. I believe my actions were consistent with my training as
a police officer.

I still do not know exactly what the suspect had in his hand. It appeared to be some type
of homemade weapon. I also do not know what the metal hook was that I kicked away.

I have also now had an opportunity to review the body worn camera and cruiser camera
footage of this incident. After reviewing it, I realized that Officer Minor was 30 yards to the

west, during the incident I did not know where he was, only that he had passed us.






