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complex where the officer-involved shooting would occur.  received a 

brief summary of what had transpired from his dispatcher. That included being told 

that U.S. Marshals were requesting assistance from SWAT for an armed barricaded male 

subject.  

 responded to the scene, utilizing his emergency lights and siren 

based on the above-noted information he received from dispatchers. Once on scene, 

 met with Marshals task force officers.  received a 

description of the subject (a white male in his 60s) and his location (room 220).  

 was one of the first SWAT operators to arrive on scene, and he arrived prior to 

any armored SWAT vehicles.  had his sniper equipment with him and 

chose to set up as a sniper to observe any potential activity of the subject based on the 

above-noted factors and nature of the complaint.  then observed the 

subject’s room without noting any movement or activity from the subject or from his 

room for an undetermined period of time until additional SWAT operators arrived. 

Once additional SWAT personnel arrived on scene,  changed into his 

SWAT vest and transitioned into the role of a SWAT operator rather than a sniper. 

 took an assignment of interior perimeter control. Once assigned his 

new role,  secured his sniper rifle and equipped himself with an M4 

patrol rifle.  

 spoke with other SWAT operators and learned that they were 

preparing to deploy chemical munitions into the subject’s motel room.  

 put on his gas mask and took a position behind what he believed was a U.S. 

Marshals Ford Explorer near the front door of the subject’s room and what he later 

learned was the subject's Dodge Ram truck that was parked in front of the subject’s 

motel room.  remained in this position for what he believed was 

approximately 15 to 20 minutes. 

While in position behind the Ford Explorer,  heard other law 

enforcement giving the subject loud verbal commands to surrender over a 

loudspeaker.  did not hear the subject respond to those commands. 

 noted that during that time other law enforcement/SWAT operators 

deployed chemical munitions into the subject’s room.  

After the subject failed to comply with verbal commands to surrender and chemical 

munitions failed to garner any noticeable response from the subject, SWAT team 

members deployed a drone into the subject’s room.  observed the 

drone push open the front door of the subject’s motel room and enter the room. 

 described his view into the subject’s room at that time as (27:03 
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mark) “pretty poor.” Once the drone entered the subject’s room, he observed muzzle 

flashes coming from the subject’s room and heard the sound of gunshots coming from 

the subject’s room. Another officer reported over the police radio that the subject shot 

the drone down.  

After the subject shot the drone down, SWAT Operator/

transitioned into a sniper role.  took over the position  was 

then behind the Ford Explorer.  had his rifle on a tripod and was set up 

partially behind the Ford Explorer and was looking into the subject’s room for 

approximately 30 seconds when  heard a gunshot. Immediately after 

hearing the gunshot,  observed  react in pain and take 

cover behind the Ford Explorer.  then heard  say he was 

shot and observed an injury to   then placed a 

tourniquet on the  above the gunshot wound. Another officer 

then placed a second tourniquet on .  helped  

leave the scene of the shooting, walking southbound away from the subject’s room.  

After successfully having helped  out of the scene and to an ambulance, 

 returned to the group of SWAT operators.  then took 

control of  rifle because (30:54 mark) “this guy’s demonstrated, you 

know, he’s willing to use extreme amounts of violence to prevent arrest.”  

 removed the sniper rifle from the affixed tripod.  notified his 

supervisor, Sergeant Lee, of what he was doing, and looked for a better position to set 

up as a sniper further back from the subject’s motel room. Eventually,  

set up approximately 200 feet from the subject’s room on a hill or embankment 

between the motel parking lot and the parking lot of a neighboring Cracker Barrel 

restaurant southwest of the subject’s motel room.  

From his position on the hill/embankment,  attached his own tripod to 

the rifle.  also took off his vest and helmet so that he could 

comfortably operate the rifle from the position he was now in.  

remained in this position for an unknown amount of time. He believed it may have 

been approximately 15 to 20 minutes. While in this position and looking into the 

subject’s room through the scope on the rifle,  saw a muzzle flash and 

heard a gunshot.  stated,  (34:29 ) “So, at this point I know that the 

suspect has already pointed a firearm at deputy marshals, which was the reason for the 

original, uh activation for the team Um, I knew he used a firearm to shoot down a 

drone, uh, and I, uh knew he’d shot  at this point, uh, so I was 

extremely confident that this suspect uh, was continuing to discharge a firearm for the 

purpose of not just preventing apprehension but to hurt and or kill other officers. To 
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that end, uh, so with that knowledge, uh and with the belief it was necessary and 

justified to use lethal force to stop that suspect from continuing to hurt people, um, I 

made the decision to shoot the sniper rifle, uh, where I believed the suspect was at. 

Now, to again, to clarify, visibility into the room was pretty poor, even on a magnified 

optic at 200 feet. Um, I could see basically inside the room and then I think as a 

mixture of how dark it was in addition to the chemical munitions and everything that 

had been deployed visibility in the back of the room was pretty poor but I could, again 

I could hear the gunshot and I could see the muzzle flash. Um, based on my training, 

you know, if you can identify the source of the muzzle flash, uh, uh, you’re, you can 

essentially, um extrapolate that that’s where the suspect is at or at least in the area. 

So, I send uh, the first round into that specific area where I see the muzzle flash and 

believe that the suspect is probably at or at least holding the firearm. Um so, he fires 

once. I fire one. Um, so this happens twice more, uh within a short period of time he 

fires again. I respond, send uh, another round from the sniper rifle to that same area, 

um so, one, two, and three, in that, in that timeframe. After that initial engagement I 

get on the air, on the radio, and uh, say something to the effect of, you know ‘  

 shots fired at the suspect.’ It’s not clear if he’s hit at this point or, um, you 

know what effect those rounds that I fired had. However, he did stop shooting for a 

period of time. While I’m on the radio he shoots again. Um, so, uh, it’s very obvious 

he’s still able to do harm. Um, at some point I, I, don’t recall exactly how long this, uh, 

this time frame was, within a few minutes. Uh, after the first round, uh, that I heard 

him fire, uh, I very well though that he was shooting at me or at least at other officers. 

Um, he shoots a fourth time and even after I lost, uh a significant, significant portion 

of my ability to hear after the first round I fired, um this, I believe it was the fourth 

round he fired at me or fired, I could hear came past me and I could hear the definitive 

like whiz sound basically of a round passing by my position. I again, out of fear for my 

own life and the life of the other officers on scene, um I believed it was necessary and 

justified to return fire or apply lethal force to that suspect. Did so again with the fourth 

round from the sniper rifle. Um, and uh, kind of retreated back into cover a little bit. It 

didn’t take a lot for me to do that because I was able to lean back and out of the way 

and that was it. Took me out of the line of sight of that suspect. I’m there for a minute. 

He sends another round. Uh, the suspect fires another round that goes close by my 

position again. Again, I can hear that whiz. Uh, things are muffled but I can distinctly 

hear the gunshot and whiz of that bullet flying by. So, um, I made the decision to 

abandon that position that I had set up at and seek out a different one. Um, because it 

was clear to me the suspect knew where I was at and was shooting at me.” 

 then briefly took up a position further back but quickly moved again. 

 then moved up to the armored vehicle to attempt to see into the room 
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better from this closer vantage point.  learned from another SWAT 

operator that he believed the subject was in the right corner of the room behind a pile 

of bedding.  

 then returned to his previous position where he exchanged gunfire 

with the subject.  requested closer SWAT operators direct a green laser 

into the subject’s room at the back wall to help  orient himself to the 

subject’s presumed location should he need to fire again. At that time,  

 learned that other SWAT operators were able to utilize a drone to see into the 

subject’s room, and it appeared the subject was unresponsive and lying face down in a 

pool of blood. Ultimately, the closer SWAT operators deployed flash bang grenades 

into the room and then sent SWAT operators into the room who stated the subject was 

deceased.  

When asked,  stated he believed the first three shots he and the 

subject exchanged occurred within approximately 30 seconds. The fourth and final 

shots he and the subject exchanged occurred very shortly thereafter, while  

 was speaking on the radio.  

 described the incident as one of the scariest events he had ever been 

in.  

When asked if he felt he perceived any other options available to him at the moment he 

fired,  stated absolutely not. 

When asked,  stated he did not perceive any actions of any other 

involved officers to be criminal in nature.  

 has been a SWAT sniper for approximately two to three months and 

completed a 40-hour sniper course prior to becoming a sniper on the SWAT team.  

 last qualified with his assigned sniper rifle, which is similar in form 

and function to the rifle he fired during this incident, within the last month or two.  

 stated he was okay with agents reviewing his full BWC recording 

including any potential Garrity protected statements.  

 stated he was okay with agents obtaining and reviewing the results of 

a drug/alcohol screening he completed at the conclusion of the incident.  

The interview concluded at approximately 1249 hours. 
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The audio recording of the interview of  was attached to this report. 

The video recording of the interview of  was saved as part of Reference 

Item I. The signed BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form was also attached to this 

report. Please see the attachments for further details. 

 

References: 

I – Video Recorded Officer Interviews 

Attachments: 

1. 2024-11-27 Audio Recorded Interview -  

2. 2024-11-27 Signed Criminal Investigation Notification Form -  

 

 

  




