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Investigative Activity: Case Closing, Prosecutor Decision, Evidence Returned 

Involves: John Adams (S) 

Activity Date: 08/28/2026 

Activity Location: BCI Boardman – 760 Boardman-Canfield Road, Boardman, 

OH 44512 

Authoring Agent: SA Joseph Lamping #184 

   
 

Narrative: 

On Thursday, August 27, 2026, the investigation regarding the officer-involved critical 

incident was determined to be justified by the Trumbull County Prosecutor’s Office. A 

forty-one-page letter/press release on the investigation was authored by Prosecutor 

Dennis Watkins. The document ultimately determined that John Adams committed 

“suicide by cop”: 

 

 

All evidence in this case has been returned to the appropriate parties, and copies of 

the evidence receipts have been attached to this report. Special Agent Joe Lamping and 

Special Agent Supervisor Charles Moran reviewed this investigation and discussed the 

























































































RECEIVED BY

Receiving Agency
Trumbull County Sheriffs Office

Case Number Received By
Not Entered Bret Henderson

RELEASED FROM

Releasing Agency
Ohio Attorney General's Office Bureau of Criminal 
Investigation

Case Number Released By
2025-3711 Alexandria Querin

Case Number Case Title Transfer Date
2025-3711 Officer Involved Critical Incident - 1363 State Route 534 

NW, Braceville Township, OH 44470, Trumbull County (L)
9/2/2026 9:23 AM

EVIDENCE RECEIPT
Ohio Attorney General's Office Bureau of Criminal Investigation

EVIDENCE
001 - Fired cartridge casing - WMA 22 - P00020-1045650, 001 (Weapon) in 
Envelope C00020-1026740

002 - Fired cartridge casing - WMA 23 - P00020-1045651, 002 (Weapon) in 
Envelope C00020-1026739

003 - Fired cartridge casing - Winchester .223 - P00020-1045652, 003 
(Weapon) in Envelope C00020-1026738

004 - Fired cartridge casing - Winchester .223 - P00020-1045653, 004 
(Weapon) in Envelope C00020-1026737

005 - Fired cartridge casing - WMA 22 - P00020-1045654, 005 (Weapon) in 
Envelope C00020-1026736

006 - Fired cartridge casing - WMA 22 - P00020-1045655, 006 (Weapon) in 
Envelope C00020-1026735

007 - Fired cartridge casing - WIN  9mm Luger - P00020-1045656, 007 
(Weapon) in Envelope C00020-1026734

008 - Fired cartridge casing - WIN  9mm Luger - P00020-1045657, 008 
(Weapon) in Envelope C00020-1026733

009 - Fired cartridge casing - WIN  9mm Luger - P00020-1045658, 009 
(Weapon) in Envelope C00020-1026732

010 - Fired cartridge casing - WIN  9mm Luger - P00020-1045660, 010 
(Weapon) in Envelope C00020-1026731

011 - Fired cartridge casing - WIN  9mm Luger - P00020-1045661, 011 
(Weapon) in Envelope C00020-1026730

012 - Fired cartridge casing - WIN  9mm Luger - P00020-1045662, 012 
(Weapon) in Envelope C00020-1026729

013 - Fired cartridge casing - WIN  9mm Luger - P00020-1045663, 013 
(Weapon) in Envelope C00020-1026728

014 - Fired cartridge casing - WIN  9mm Luger - P00020-1045664, 014 
(Weapon) in Envelope C00020-1026727

015 - Fired cartridge casing - WIN  9mm Luger - P00020-1045665, 015 
(Weapon) in Envelope C00020-1026726

RELEASE REASON

Returned to Agency
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EVIDENCE RECEIPT - 2025-3711 - Officer Involved Critical Incident - 1363 State Route 534 NW, Braceville 
Township, OH 44470, Trumbull County (L)

PACKAGING 

Brown Paper Bag C00020-1026825 - Sealed
     - 038 Left Boot  

Cardboard Box C00020-1026719 - Sealed
     - 022 Firearm - Handgun - Glock  43 Serial# AKSC987  

Clear Evidence Bag C00020-1027062 - Sealed
     - 045 DNA swabs from Matrix #22  

Envelope C00020-1027018 - Sealed
     - 044 Blood Standard card from John Adams  

Envelope C00020-1026820 - Sealed
     - 043 projectile from left lung  

Envelope C00020-1026821 - Sealed
     - 042 projectile from left chest  

Envelope C00020-1026822 - Sealed
     - 041 projectile fragments from R base of neck  

Envelope C00020-1026823 - Sealed
     - 040 projectile fragments from left neck/base of skull  

Envelope C00020-1026824 - Sealed
     - 039 projectile fragment from soft tissues  

Envelope C00020-1026819 - Sealed
     - 032 Fragment removed from shirt  

Envelope C00020-1026716 - Sealed
     - 025 fragment-copper jacket  

043 - projectile from left lung - P00020-1045844, 043 (Weapon) in 
Envelope C00020-1026820

044 - Blood Standard card from John Adams - P00020-1046131, 044 
(Biological Evidence) in Envelope C00020-1027018

045 - DNA swabs from Matrix #22 - P00020-1046217, 045 (Biological 
Evidence) in Clear Evidence Bag C00020-1027062
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EVIDENCE RECEIPT - 2025-3711 - Officer Involved Critical Incident - 1363 State Route 534 NW, Braceville 
Township, OH 44470, Trumbull County (L)

Brown Paper Bag C00020-1026826 - Sealed
     - 037 Right Boot  

Envelope C00020-1026717 - Sealed
     - 024 Taser blast door  

Envelope C00020-1026718 - Sealed
     - 023 Bullet Fragment-copper jacket  

Envelope C00020-1026832 - Sealed
     - 030 Various swabs and samples from autopsy of John Adams  

Envelope C00020-1026759 - Sealed
     - 029 Suicide note from John Adams  

Envelope C00020-1026720 - Sealed
     - 021 Taser Probe  

Envelope C00020-1026721 - Sealed
     - 020 Fired cartridge casing - JAG 9mm  

Envelope C00020-1026722 - Sealed
     - 019 Fired cartridge casing - JAG 9mm  

Envelope C00020-1026723 - Sealed
     - 018 Fired cartridge casing - JAG 9mm  

Envelope C00020-1026724 - Sealed
     - 017 Fired cartridge casing - JAG 9mm  

Envelope C00020-1026725 - Sealed
     - 016 Taser Cartridge-Blast Door  

Brown Paper Bag C00020-1026827 - Sealed
     - 036 Sock  

Envelope C00020-1026726 - Sealed
     - 015 Fired cartridge casing - WIN  9mm Luger  

Envelope C00020-1026727 - Sealed
     - 014 Fired cartridge casing - WIN  9mm Luger  

Envelope C00020-1026728 - Sealed
     - 013 Fired cartridge casing - WIN  9mm Luger  

Envelope C00020-1026729 - Sealed
     - 012 Fired cartridge casing - WIN  9mm Luger  

Envelope C00020-1026730 - Sealed
     - 011 Fired cartridge casing - WIN  9mm Luger  

Envelope C00020-1026731 - Sealed
     - 010 Fired cartridge casing - WIN  9mm Luger  

Envelope C00020-1026732 - Sealed
     - 009 Fired cartridge casing - WIN  9mm Luger  

Envelope C00020-1026733 - Sealed
     - 008 Fired cartridge casing - WIN  9mm Luger  

Envelope C00020-1026734 - Sealed
     - 007 Fired cartridge casing - WIN  9mm Luger  

Envelope C00020-1026735 - Sealed
     - 006 Fired cartridge casing - WMA 22  

Brown Paper Bag C00020-1026828 - Sealed
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