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Equipment and Less-Lethal Options 

Carried on Person/Belt/Vest: Taser 
Uniform Worn: Standard patrol 

In-Car Camera: Operational & Utilized Body Worn Camera: Present & Used 

Military Experience/Training: None Use-of-Force Training: Recurring 

 

Officer’s Firearm(s): 

Weapon #1  

Make: Smith & Wesson Model: M&P 2.0 

Caliber/Gauge: 9 mm Serial:

Type:  Semi-Auto Handgun Right/Left-Handed Carry: Right-Handed 

Magazine Capacity: 17 Extra Magazines: 2 

Optic: Fixed sights Primary or Backup Weapon: Primary 

Discharged During Incident?  Yes Number of Rounds Fired: 11-12 

(estimated) 

Ownership: Department Owned Last Qualification Date: 02-13-2025 

 

Narrative: 

Prior to the date of the interview,  prepared a written statement regarding 

his involvement in the incident, which was provided to BCI. In his statement, 

 wrote the following: 

“I was nearing High Street when I noticed a male on the sidewalk, waiving his hand in 

the air, trying to get my attention, and walking towards my cruiser. I stopped my 

cruiser, and he stated he has a business right there and that two guys had just pulled 

a gun on him. He stated that the one in a gray hoodie had the gun and threatened to 

come back do something to his business. At this time, another male walked up and 

stated that they (the suspects) went behind the library and have a gun. I aired the 

information over the radio and drove towards High Street. As I did this, the two males 

walked towards High Street and one of them pointed and yelled that it was one of the 

suspects. I saw an individual in a gray hoodie walking east across High Street. I aired 

that I had one of them in front of the Village Idiot (a bar), as I turned south onto High 

Street.” 

 described his encounter with the involved subject, who has since been 

identified as Ta’Shawn Davis (Davis), and explained, “I pulled my cruiser onto High 

Street and stopped. The suspect was still walking east and was now in the middle of the 

street. As I exited my cruiser, I drew my weapon from its holster. I yelled at the suspect 
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to get his hands up while I used the light on my gun to illuminate the suspect. He 

looked at me and his eyes got large, like I had startled him. He paused for half a 

second but then ignored me and continued across High Street. Once he reached the 

grass in front of the Lantern Square Apartments, he started running. I saw him bend 

his arm at a 45-degree angle, with his elbow out and his hand near his 

waistband/appendix area and pull out a large object. A second later I realized that it 

was gun. I aired his description and that he had a 33 (10- code for a gun). I yelled at 

him to show me his hands or I would shoot him. He ignored me and kept running. He 

ran towards the steps that lead down to the common area which has several round 

tables with umbrellas and separates the two apartment buildings. I ran after him. He 

ran down the steps and tripped at the bottom of them and dropped the gun. He picked 

it back up.” 

 wrote the following information regarding his involvement in the shooting 

incident, “He ran straight (east) through the common area. He went slightly to his left 

(north). The gun was still in his right hand, and his left shoulder started to turn back 

towards me, and I thought he was turning to shoot me. I discharged my weapon. The 

suspect went to the ground and I believe I heard the gun hit the cement. I saw the gun 

on the ground just a couple inches above his head. I aired 10-3 (the code for officer in 

trouble) and “shots fired” and for a 24 (which is the code for a medic). The suspect 

moved slightly to the right and lifted his head up. He was also moving his right hand. I 

yelled at him to stay away from the gun and not to move. About a minute later, an OSU 

officer arrived. We approached the suspect. The OSU Officer kicked the gun away from 

above the suspect. I started to secure the suspect’s arms while the OSU officer held 

cover. As I did this, multiple other officers arrived on scene. CPD Officer Eisenhut 

secured the suspect in handcuffs. Officers began rendering aid to the suspect. As there 

were numerous officers on scene, I let them provide aid and secure the scene. I walked 

back to High St.” 

 explained his decision to fire his duty pistol, ”At the time I fired my 

weapon, I was in fear for my life. I gave the suspect multiple verbal commands which 

he ignored and refused to surrender. I do not recall him making any statements during 

this incident. Several seconds before I discharged my weapon, the suspect 

tripped/stumbled and dropped his gun. Instead of leaving it, he picked the gun up and 

ran straight ahead. Immediately before I fired, the suspect had cut to his left (north) 

and then started to turn to his left (towards me). I believed he did this to turn and fire 

at me because there was no reason for him to go to his left or start to turn with the 

gun in his hand because the only exit from this area was on the east and west ends. On 

the north side there were only doors/windows that open directly into the apartments 
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and a brick wall. Since he turned towards the north, I thought he was doing it to get a 

tactical advantage and fire at me because there was nowhere for him to escape to the 

north. I believe he expected me to follow him down the steps. If I had followed him 

down the steps, I would have been caught in what is referred to as the fatal funnel (a 

choke point) and at a tactical disadvantage. Since he had just dropped and picked up 

the gun and was turning in a direction that clearly did not offer an escape route, I 

believed he was turning to shoot and seriously injure or kill me. I do not believe I had 

any other reasonable alternative to protect my life from the suspect’s deadly threat at 

the time I fired my weapon.” 

In his statement,  explained he usually carries his pistol with a fully loaded 

17-round magazine and one additional round in the chamber.  believed the 

magazine may have only contained 16 rounds during the shooting, as he later 

discovered a round of ammunition in his gun safe after the incident had concluded. 

In his statement, articulated that a taser would not have been a reasonable 

response due to several factors including time, distance, and his observation of Davis 

to be armed with a handgun. 

 was asked several follow-up questions regarding the incident. 

recalled giving Davis multiple verbal commands to show his hands and to drop his 

gun, to which Davis did not comply.  observed Davis made eye contact with 

him and said, “There was no doubt [Davis] recognized me a police officer.” 

described Davis’s firearm and stated, “I saw a large, full-framed black handgun in his 

right hand.”  

 confirmed Davis dropped his gun, then picked it up and continued 

running.  described Davis running eastbound and then “cutting” 

northbound and starting to turn towards .  believed when Davis 

turned northbound, he was turning towards  to aim his gun and shoot 

. 

 confirmed he perceived Davis as an immediate threat due to his 

observation of Davis in possession of a firearm.  also indicated he believed 

Davis posed a threat to the owners of the nearby hookah café, whom Davis had 

allegedly pointed a firearm at, or potentially a threat to anyone else from the general 

public he may have encountered had he fled the area where  confronted 

him.  expressed concerns about how densely populated the area around the 

shooting incident occurred, being in the Ohio State University campus area and the 

time of night being shortly after the bars in the area had closed. 
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 discussed the severity of the crime which Davis had allegedly committed 

before the shooting incident.  recalled one of the male owners from the 

hookah café claimed he been assaulted by Davis, and that “the suspect” (Davis) was 

armed with a gun.  explained Davis had potentially committed or attempted 

an armed robbery and/or felonious assault when he pointed his gun at the owners of 

the hookah café.  was unsure if Davis was involved in an earlier robbery 

which had occurred in the Gateway District area on the same night.  also 

remembered the café owners reported Davis had threatened them verbally and 

indicated that he (Davis) was going to return to the café.  indicated that he 

believed Davis may have been attempting to return to the hookah café based on his 

direction of travel. 

 concurred that he would describe the shooting incident as tense, 

uncertain, and rapidly evolving. described the incident as “very fast” and 

estimated that the entire incident occurred within a matter of seconds.  

 believed his response and use of force was consistent with his training and 

experience as a law enforcement officer, and consistent with CPD’s use of force policy. 

 did not know or recognize Davis and did not recall having any previous 

encounters with him personally or professionally. 

 confirmed that since the date of the shooting incident, he had been 

informed that Davis’s gun was a “pellet” or “BB” gun.  explained that during 

the incident he did not have enough time or information to deduce whether Davis’s 

gun was a real firearm. “There was nothing about it, in its shape or how he acted that 

made me think that it was not a firearm.” 

 was provided with printed overhead maps of the incident area, which he 

used during the interview to explain his location and direction of travel throughout the 

incident. 

 confirmed his written statement was true and accurate to the best of his 

knowledge and signed a hard copy of his written statement which was provided to BCI 

agents. 

The interview concluded at approximately 1344 hours. 

The interview was audio recorded. The audio recording was attached to this report. 

The signed BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form is also attached to this report. 

Please see the attachments for further details. 
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2. CIN - CPD  
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