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Investigative Activity:  Dispatch-Related Records Review   

Activity Date:    7/25/2022      

Authoring Agent:   SA Jon Lieber #50   

 

Narrative: 

On Thursday, June 09, 2022, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) Special Agent (SA) 

Jon Lieber (Lieber) received requested records and recordings from Ashtabula Police 

Department (APD). SA Lieber had previously requested all dispatch records, audio recordings 

(radio, 911 and phone), mobile data terminal (MDT) communications and any other 

dispatch/communications-related information related to the April 13, 2022, officer-involved 

shooting incident. As a result of that request, the following items were received and reviewed: 

Computer-Aided Dispatch (CAD) Records 

The CAD report from APD incident 22-00999 states the following information: 
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Radio Traffic Recordings: 

Ashtabula County Sheriff’s Office (ACSO)  

ward413.1 - ACSO 

This audio recording is 2 minutes and 25 seconds in duration. During the recording, a dispatcher 

advises that in the area of East 47th Street and Topper Ave., there is a male subject with a gun 

that is threatening to kill himself, jump off the bridge and shoot a cop if he sees one. The 

dispatcher also advises that the male is intoxicated.  
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The dispatcher later states that the subject is now at Valley View Blvd. and the entrance to the 

bridge. She also states that two 875 units (Ashtabula PD units) arrived on scene. 

The dispatcher advises that the subject has been advised to put the gun down. She also states that 

the subject said he has a 12 gauge.  

There is additional radio traffic related to blocking off the roads. 

ward413.2 - ACSO 

This audio recording is 1 minute and 49 seconds in duration. The dispatcher advises that they 

block off traffic at Valley View. The dispatcher advises that the male has cocked the gun, and the 

male told the other dispatcher that he [the subject] is sorry and to tell the officers that he is sorry. 

An officer advises that he is with an APD officer and that the subject is on the bridge.  

There is additional radio traffic related to blocking off the roads. 

ward413.3 - ACSO 

This audio recording is 2 minutes and 3 seconds in duration. There is radio traffic related to the 

location where officers should be blocking traffic. A deputy radios to dispatch to see if they can 

locate P8 (APD Officer Sheri Allen). The deputy says that he has a rapport with the subject. The 

dispatcher states that P8 does have the subject on the phone. Another deputy radios that he thinks 

P8 is at East 45th and Valley View.   

ward413.4 - ACSO 

This audio recording is 1 minute and 13 seconds in duration. The dispatcher advises that P8 lost 

contact with the subject. The dispatcher further relays that the last information is that the male 

was yelling at officers. A short time later, the dispatcher advises that they have the male back on 

the phone and they are attempting to transfer the call back to P8. An officer radios that the male 

is walking westbound on the bridge.  

ward413.5 - ACSO 

This audio recording is 21 seconds in duration. An officer radios that the subject is walking but 

only made it about 15 feet. 

ward413.6 - ACSO 

This audio recording is 21 seconds in duration. An officer radios that they have shots fired. 

Another officer radios that shots were fired and the subject is down.  
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ward413.7 - ACSO 

This audio recording is 16 seconds in duration. The audio recording contains general radio 

traffic. Nothing of importance was noted. 

ward413.8 - ACSO 

This audio recording is 3 minutes and 53 seconds in duration. An officer radios that the subject is 

at the intersection of Valley View and 46th Street. (APD Lieutenant  radios 

dispatch asking the name of the subject. Dispatch advises “David Ward.” Other radio traffic can 

be heard directing officers on where to respond and stage.  

ward413.9 - ACSO 

This audio recording is 1 minute and 17 seconds in duration. Radio traffic can be heard related to 

traffic control.  

 

Ashtabula Police Department 

1389487 2022.04.13_00.13.57hrs 

This audio recording is 18 seconds in duration. A dispatcher advises that at 1629 E. 47th Street, a 

male named David Ward (Ward) is threatening suicide. The dispatcher further advises that Ward 

stated that he does have a code 40 (gun). 

1389489 2022.04.13_00.14.35hrs 

This audio recording is 14 seconds in duration. A person states that the male is outside of his 

house, walking down the street. The person stated that the subject is wearing a gray coat and blue 

jeans with a gun in his hand. 

1389490 2022.04.13_00.14.52hrs 

This audio recording is 6 seconds in duration. Within the first second of the recording, something 

unintelligible can be heard. Nothing else can be heard.  

1389491 2022.04.13_00.15.10hrs 

This audio recording is 24 seconds in duration. An officer asks if the subject is calling in or if it 

is someone else. The dispatcher says that the other dispatcher has the subject on the phone and 

they also had someone else call in.  



 

Ohio Attorney General’s Office  

Bureau of Criminal Investigation 

Investigative Report 

 
2022-0826 

Officer-Involved Critical Incident - W. 46th Street, between Collins 

Blvd. and Valley View Blvd. 
 

 

This document is the property of the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation and is confidential in nature. Neither the document 

nor its contents are to be disseminated outside your agency except as provided by law - a statute, an administrative rule, or any 

rule of procedure. 

Page 5 of 20 Supervisor Approval: SAS David Posten #6 8/15/2022 10:21 AM 

1389492 2022.04.13_00.15.43hrs 

This audio recording is 24 seconds in duration. The dispatcher advises that the subject is walking 

toward the Spring Street bridge; and, if the subject gets there, he will jump off. An officer asks if 

he has a firearm; the dispatcher advises, “A shotgun.” 

1389493 2022.04.13_00.16.11hrs 

This audio recording is 10 seconds in duration. A dispatcher advises to approach with caution 

because the subject stated that if the police come, he will pull the gun on them.  

1389494 2022.04.13_00.16.36hrs 

This audio recording is 7 seconds in duration. The dispatcher advises that the subject is 

intoxicated. 

1389495 2022.04.13_00.16.56hrs 

This audio recording is 11 seconds in duration. An officer advises that he is en route to the call. 

1389496 2022.04.13_00.18.14hrs 

This audio recording is 1 minute and 00 seconds in duration. The dispatcher advises that the 

subject is on the bridge now, and he [the subject] said that if he sees the police, he will shoot. 

Additional traffic can be heard related to the subject’s location and blocking roads. 

1389497 2022.04.13_00.19.20hrs 

This audio recording is 15 seconds in duration. Lieutenant (Lt.) (  advises an officer 

not to cross the bridge and to come from the other side.  

1389498 2022.04.13_00.19.36hrs 

This audio recording is 17 seconds in duration. Lt. asks for the subject’s name. 

Dispatch advises David Ward. 

1389499 2022.04.13_00.19.56hrs 

This audio recording is 6 seconds in duration. Nothing noteworthy was heard on this recording. 

1389500 2022.04.13_00.20.07hrs 

This audio recording is 41 seconds in duration. Radio traffic can be heard related to blocking 

traffic.  
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1389501 2022.04.13_00.20.06hrs 

This audio recording is 14 seconds in duration. Dwayne from Community Care states that he has 

Medic 1 staging until the situation calms down. 

1389502 2022.04.13_00.21.01hrs 

This audio recording is 22 seconds in duration. APD dispatch calls ACSO dispatch and asks if 

they have deputies responding. APD asks if they can go to 47th Street and Valley View to block 

traffic.  

1389503 2022.04.13_00.21.17hrs 

This audio recording is 21 seconds in duration. An officer advises to have [unintelligible] stage 

in the front police department parking lot. The dispatcher advises that the subject disconnected 

from the sheriff’s office. An officer advises that they can see the subject.  

1389504 2022.04.13_00.21.46hrs 

This audio recording is 19 seconds in duration. APD dispatch calls Community Care and tells 

them to stage in the police department parking lot.  

1389505 2022.04.13_00.22.42hrs 

This audio recording is 8 seconds in duration. Lt. asks P25 (APD Officer Cody Caruso) 

and P8 (APD Officer Sheri Allen) if they have eyes on the subject. No response is heard.  

1389506 2022.04.13_00.22.50hrs 

This audio recording is 7 seconds in duration. Nothing noteworthy was heard on this recording. 

1389507 2022.04.13_00.22.59hrs 

This audio recording is 34 seconds in duration. Nothing noteworthy was heard on this recording. 

1389508 2022.04.13_00.23.42hrs 

This audio recording is 17 seconds in duration. Someone radios to turn off their lights and go 

back six to seven houses. 

1389509 2022.04.13_00.24.02hrs 

This audio recording is 38 seconds in duration. Officers radio their locations and the location of 

the subject. 
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1389510 2022.04.13_00.24.12hrs 

This audio recording is 4 minutes and 33 seconds in duration. David Ward is transferred from the 

sheriff’s office to Ashtabula City police. Ward says, “I have a gun to my head and I’m not afraid 

to die.” Ward says that he is on East 46th Street on the bridge. Ward says, “Please don’t stall 

because I want to die.” The dispatcher says that there are people that want to talk to him. Ward 

indicates that he does not want to talk to anybody. Ward states, “I do have a 12 gauge or a 20 

gauge so if the cops come I guarantee you I will pull it.” Ward confirms that he is on the bridge. 

The dispatcher asks Ward to sit down to get his thoughts together. Ward says that he will not sit 

down and he is tired of it. Ward says that he is tired of it all. The dispatcher says, “But you’re 

only 23.” Ward replies, “I don’t care.”  

The dispatcher tells Ward that he needs to put the gun down. Ward says, “I’m not going to put it 

down, I’m sorry sir. I don’t want to hurt no officer but if I got to I got to. I’m tired of life you 

don’t understand.” The dispatcher asks what happened today. Ward says, “Everything. I have 

PTSD ok and if fucks me up.” The dispatcher asks if he takes any medication for that. Ward 

says, “No.” The dispatcher asks if he has seen anybody about it. Ward says that he has and he 

denied them. The dispatcher tells Ward that there is stuff he can take to help him. Ward says, 

“I’m just scared cause I don’t want to hurt an officer. I respect them.” The dispatcher says that 

nobody wants to hurt him either. Ward says that when they [police] show up, they will shoot him 

dead and he is ok with it. Ward says, “I’m ready to go son. I’m sorry to say but I’m ready to go.” 

The dispatcher asks where his family is. Ward says that they are asleep and he doesn’t want to 

give their number or name. Ward says, “Leave them be. Let me do what I need to do and let me 

blow my brains out.”  

The dispatcher asks Ward to calm down a little bit. Ward says that he is not going to calm down 

and that he is tired of life. Ward says, “I’m on the bridge at East 46th you want to find me come 

fucking find me.” The dispatcher says that they know where he is but somebody would like to 

speak to him. Ward says, “You want to know what the shotgun sounds like (the sound of a 

shotgun action cycling can be heard)? That’s what it sounds like.” 

1389511 2022.04.13_00.25.05hrs 

This audio recording is 6 seconds in duration. Nothing noteworthy was heard on this recording. 

1389512 2022.04.13_00.25.14hrs 

This audio recording is 7 seconds in duration. Nothing noteworthy was heard on this recording. 
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1389513 2022.04.13_00.26.27hrs 

This audio recording is 6 seconds in duration. Nothing noteworthy was heard on this recording. 

1389514 2022.04.13_00.26.42hrs 

This audio recording is 22 seconds in duration. Nothing noteworthy was heard on this recording. 

1389517 2022.04.13_00.27.41hrs 

This audio recording is 6 seconds in duration. Nothing noteworthy was heard on this recording. 

1389519 2022.04.13_00.28.44hrs 

This audio recording is 25 seconds in duration. An officer radios to dispatch and advises to tell 

Ward that they just want to talk to him. Dispatch advises that Ward said no and he is refusing to 

put the gun down.  

1389520 2022.04.13_00.28.45hrs 

This audio recording is 1 minute and 32 seconds in duration. A dispatcher tells Ward that they 

just want to talk to him. Ward says, “There’s nothing to talk about. I want you to end my life 

God dammit. That’s why I called.” The dispatcher says that they are not going to do that, they 

want to help him. Ward says, “You will. You’re telling me if I pull a gun on an officer, they 

won’t shoot me.” The dispatcher says, “No, we want to help you David. We just want you to put 

it down so we can talk.” Ward replies, “Well I’m not going to put it down so fucking deal with 

it.” The dispatcher says that they are not going to do that. Ward says, “I’m waiting so where’s 

your fucking cops.” The dispatcher again says that they just want to talk to him. Ward says, 

“There’s nothing to talk about. I’m ready to go some bitch.” The dispatcher says that they are not 

going to do that and to hang on. Ward says, “I can hang on all you want, but it don’t mean I 

won’t either blow my brains out or go with, or go out by cop.”  

1389521 2022.04.13_00.29.26hrs 

This audio recording is 15 seconds in duration. Officer (Ofc.) Sheri Allen (Allen) radios dispatch 

asking for them to patch Ward through to her cell phone. 

1389523 2022.04.13_00.30.15hrs 

This audio recording is 7 seconds in duration. Dispatch radios that they are going to patch Ward 

through. 
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1389525 2022.04.13_00.30.37hrs 

This audio recording is 13 seconds in duration. Nothing noteworthy was heard on this recording. 

1389532 2022.04.13_00.34.03hrs 

This audio recording is 7 seconds in duration. Nothing noteworthy was heard on this recording. 

1389536 2022.04.13_00.35.39hrs 

This audio recording is 6 seconds in duration. Nothing noteworthy was heard on this recording. 

1389537 2022.04.13_00.35.46hrs 

This audio recording is 7 seconds in duration. Nothing noteworthy was heard on this recording. 

1389538 2022.04.13_00.35.59hrs 

This audio recording is 14 seconds in duration. Nothing noteworthy was heard on this recording. 

1389542 2022.04.13_00.39.00hrs 

This audio recording is 22 seconds in duration. A person from Community Care called dispatch 

to ask about any updates on the situation. The dispatcher states that the subject is still on the 

bridge and an officer is talking with the subject.  

1389544 2022.04.13_00.40.00hrs 

This audio recording is 6 seconds in duration. Nothing noteworthy was heard on this recording. 

1389545 2022.04.13_00.40.07hrs 

This audio recording is 16 seconds in duration. Radio traffic asking to have the fire department 

block Collins Boulevard by the light. 

1389548 2022.04.13_00.41.29hrs 

This audio recording is 35 seconds in duration. Police dispatch calls Community Care and asks if 

they have a squad staging in the PD parking lot. Community Care confirmed that Medic 1 is 

there. Dispatch asks if they can block Collins Boulevard by the light. Community Care confirms 

that they will.  
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1389549 2022.04.13_00.41.30hrs 

This audio recording is 26 seconds in duration. APD Ofc. Brandon Zukoski (Zukoski) calls 

dispatch and tells them to have the fire department block the alley between Signature Health and 

the theater, and also Collins and 46th Street. 

1389552 2022.04.13_00.45.29hrs 

This audio recording is 18 seconds in duration. The recording is unintelligible. 

1389553 2022.04.13_00.45.31hrs 

This audio recording is 1 minute and 39 seconds in duration. An officer calls dispatch and asks 

for the highway patrol to block Collins Boulevard and 45th Street. Dispatch informs the officer 

that a sheriff’s deputy (badge 430) is a certified negotiator and 430 is willing to speak to Ward. 

The officer advises dispatch to have 430 meet with Ofc. Allen who has been negotiating with 

Ward.  

1389554 2022.04.13_00.46.05hrs 

This audio recording is 1 minute and 53 seconds in duration. Ashtabula Police dispatch calls the 

highway patrol and informs them that they have a suicidal male with a gun on the bridge. APD 

dispatch asks if they have a trooper that they can send to assist. The highway patrol states that 

they will send a trooper.  

1389556 2022.04.13_00.48.01hrs 

This audio recording is 12 seconds in duration. Dispatch radios Lt. and informs him 

that one highway patrol unit is en route. 

1389559 2022.04.13_00.49.41hrs 

This audio recording is 1 minute and 28 seconds in duration. APD Ofc. Zukoski calls dispatch 

and asks them to contact the highway patrol. Zukoski gives directions on the route the trooper 

should take to arrive on scene. The dispatcher asks if Ward is moving or standing there. Zukoski 

says that Ward is pacing and leaning up against the bridge. The dispatcher asks if Ofc. Allen is 

having any luck talking to Ward. Zukoski says that Allen is talking to Ward and to give it time.  

1389559 2022.04.13_00.56.55hrs 

This audio recording is 1 minute and 28 seconds in duration. This audio recording is the same 

recording described above, “1389559 2022.04.13_00.49.41hrs.” 
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1389560 2022.04.13_00.51.19hrs 

This audio recording is 45 seconds in duration. The highway patrol calls and APD dispatch 

advises on the route to take to arrive on scene and then to block traffic.  

1389561 2022.04.13_00.54.27hrs 

This audio recording is 1 minute and 14 seconds in duration. APD dispatch calls the Geneva 

Police Department and informs them that they have a suicidal male with a gun on a bridge. APD 

asks if they are familiar with the subject (David Ward). The Geneva dispatcher says that they are 

familiar with the subject because he lives in their city. APD states that they believe Ward 

currently lives in Ashtabula. The Geneva dispatcher says that they haven’t dealt with Ward in a 

while. APD states that they would like to try to locate a family member. APD asks if they have 

any family information. The Geneva dispatcher says that she will look up some reports and see if 

there is any family information available. 

1389564 2022.04.13_00.58.05hrs 

This audio recording is 11 seconds in duration. The recording is unintelligible. 

1389565 2022.04.13_00.58.16hrs 

This audio recording is 7 seconds in duration. Nothing noteworthy was heard on this recording. 

1389566 2022.04.13_00.58.19hrs 

This audio recording is 24 seconds in duration. A dispatcher radios that P8 has the subject on the 

phone and she is unsure of P8’s location. 

1389567 2022.04.13_00.59.13hrs 

This audio recording is 29 seconds in duration. APD dispatch calls ACSO dispatch and asks 

them to change to a different frequency. APD says that P8 doesn’t want Ward to hear the radio 

traffic. 

1389568 2022.04.13_00.59.15hrs 

This audio recording is 1 minute and 11 seconds in duration. The voice of the caller is mostly 

unintelligible. The APD dispatcher talks to the caller about blocking off traffic.  
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1389569 2022.04.13_01.00.11hrs 

This audio recording is 48 seconds in duration. An officer calls dispatch and asks if the sheriff’s 

office can send another deputy to 45th Street to assist Ofc. Allen with traffic.  

1389570 2022.04.13_01.01.16hrs 

This audio recording is 1 minute and 43 seconds in duration. Lt. William Parkomaki (Parkomaki) 

calls dispatch and asks about the incident. Dispatch advises that they have a highway patrol 

trooper, four deputies, the fire department and APD officers on scene. Parkomaki says that he 

will be in shortly. The dispatcher advises that the subject is standing on the bridge and Ofc. Allen 

is on the phone with him. The dispatcher says that they tried to get him to put the gun down but 

the subject was crying and screaming. The dispatcher advises that they called Geneva PD, where 

Ward used to live, to try to get additional info on Ward. 

1389571 2022.04.13_01.01.29hrs 

This audio recording is 29 seconds in duration. APD calls an officer and asks if they can go to 

45th Street to assist in directing traffic. APD says that Ofc. Allen is at that location and she is 

trying to talk to Ward.   

1389573 2022.04.13_01.05.51hrs 

This audio recording is 7 seconds in duration. Nothing noteworthy was heard on this recording. 

1389574 2022.04.013_01.06.13hrs 

This audio recording is 3 minutes and 4 seconds in duration. Ofc. Allen calls dispatch and tells 

them to put her through to Ward. The remainder of the recording is silence. 

1389575 2022.04.13_01.06.53hrs 

This audio recording is 9 seconds in duration. The beginning of a generic voicemail greeting can 

be heard and then a male voice saying, “State your voicemail.”  

1389576 2022.04.13_01.06.57hrs 

This audio recording is 22 seconds in duration. Lt. advises dispatch that Ward is yelling 

something at them but he cannot tell what is being said. 

1389577 2022.04.13_01.07.50hrs 

This audio recording is 11 seconds in duration. A voicemail greeting for “David Ward” is heard.  
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1389578 2022.04.13_01.08.07hrs 

This audio recording is 13 seconds in duration. Dispatch advises P8 that they are trying to call 

Ward but he is not answering his phone. P8 tells dispatch to keep trying. 

1389579 2022.04.13_01.08.33hrs 

This audio recording is 40 seconds in duration. Ward answers the phone. The dispatcher asks 

what’s up. Ward says, “Nothing. What do you want?” The dispatcher says that they just want to 

talk to him. Ward says, “There ain’t nothing to fucking talk about unless you’re going to take me 

out or anything else there ain’t nothing to fucking talk about.” The dispatcher says they want to 

chat. Ward asks if he jumps off the bridge are they going to care. The dispatcher replies, “Yeah, 

absolutely.” 

1389580 2022.04.13_01.08.51hrs 

This audio recording is 8 seconds in duration. Dispatch advises P8 that they have Ward back on 

the line and they are going to transfer him to her. 

1389581 2022.04.13_01.10.21hrs 

This audio recording is 20 seconds in duration. A generic voicemail greeting can be heard. APD 

identifies themselves and says that they are looking for David A. Ward on Allen Avenue and 

they would appreciate a call back. 

1389582 2022.04.13_01.10.50hrs 

This audio recording is 5 minutes and 47 seconds in duration. Geneva PD calls APD and tells 

them that they just booked Ward into jail on January 21, 2022. The GPD dispatcher says that 

Ward listed “Kit McDonugh” (Kit) as his emergency contact. The GPD dispatcher provides the 

phone number for Kit. They talk about the possibility of Kit being a relative or girlfriend. GPD 

also states that Ward is usually found in their city, homeless. The APD dispatcher states that they 

found a name and phone number for a David A. Ward that lives in Ashtabula. They believe he 

could be Ward’s father. The dispatcher says that they tried to call David A. Ward, but he did not 

answer so they left him a message.  

1389583 2022.04.13_01.11.01hrs 

This audio recording is 35 seconds in duration. An officer calls dispatch and asks where Ofc. 

Allen is located. The dispatcher says that Allen is on East 45th. 
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1389587 2022.04.13_01.16.01hrs incoming call 2526704935 

This audio recording is 3 minutes and 43 seconds in duration. A female calls into APD and states 

that she saw a notification on Facebook that there was a person on the Spring Street bridge. The 

female says that she thinks the person is her stepfather’s son. The dispatcher asks the name of the 

person. The female says David Ward Jr. The female says that two days ago, Ward posted 

something on Facebook about how he was going to jump off of the bridge. The female said that 

Ward took the post down. The female says that Ward texted her at 12:07AM today and said, 

“Can I call in 10 minutes, important.” The female identifies herself as Geneviere Gayhart 

(Gayhart). Gayhart says that every time a girl stops talking to Ward, he threatens to commit 

suicide. Gayhart says that Ward’s father lives on E. 47th Street, and she provides APD with a 

telephone number for Ward’s father.  

1389588 2022.04.13_01.16.19hrs 

This audio recording is 7 seconds in duration. Nothing noteworthy was heard on this recording. 

1389589 2022.04.13_01.16.29hrs 

This audio recording is 6 seconds in duration. Nothing noteworthy was heard on this recording. 

1389590 2022.04.13_01.18.04hrs 

This audio recording is 9 seconds in duration. An officer radios to another officer to turn off his 

lights (believed to be lights on a police vehicle). 

1389591 2022.04.13_01.20.28hrs 

This audio recording is 57 seconds in duration. Geneva PD dispatch calls to APD and states that 

they believe that they found information on Ward’s ex-girlfriend. GPD provides her name as 

Alexandra Vacchelli. APD states that they now have an address and phone number for Ward’s 

father.  

1389593 2022.04.13_01.22.18hrs 

This audio recording is 2 minutes and 34 seconds in duration. APD calls Ward’s father, David A. 

Ward (David). APD states that they are calling about his son. APD asks if Ward left the house a 

little while ago. David says that he was in bed but that Ward was at the house earlier. David 

confirms that Ward does live with David. APD asks if David can provide any information about 

what happened earlier today with Ward. David says that Ward got let go from work. David said 

it was the longest job Ward has ever had. David said that Ward was doing really good. 
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APD says that Ward is threatening suicide on the bridge and he has a gun with him. David asks 

which gun. APD says that Ward has a shotgun. David replies, “I’m gonna kill that kid.” The 

dispatcher says that Ward finally put the gun down so he is finally doing what the officers are 

asking. David says that it is probably one of his shotguns. David asks if Ward is still on the 

bridge. APD says that he is still on the bridge but it looks like he is walking toward the officers. 

David asks APD to let him know if Ward is ok. 

1389594 2022.04.13_01.22.33hrs 

This audio recording is 15 seconds in duration. Lt. radios dispatch and asks if they have 

Ward’s father on the phone. The response from dispatch is unintelligible. 

1389595 2022.04.13_01.22.55hrs 

This audio recording is 10 seconds in duration. An officer radios dispatch and states that Ward is 

walking toward them. 

1389596 2022.04.13_01.23.16hrs 

This audio recording is 7 seconds in duration. An officer radios that Ward stopped.  

1389597 2022.04.13_01.23.40hrs 

This audio recording is 7 seconds in duration. The audio is unintelligible. 

1389598 2022.04.13_01.25.38hrs 

This audio recording is 11 seconds in duration. An officer radios, “Shots fired. Subject down. 

Still believe he has his gun.” 

1389599 2022.04.13_01.25.59hrs 

This audio recording is 23 seconds in duration. Much of this audio is unintelligible. 

1389600 2022.04.13_01.26.24hrs 

This audio recording is 8 seconds in duration. Nothing noteworthy was heard on this recording. 

1389601 2022.04.13_01.26.35hrs 

This audio recording is 8 seconds in duration. Nothing noteworthy was heard on this recording. 
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1389602 2022.04.13_04.13.01hrs 

This audio recording is 15 seconds in duration. An officer radios, “We’re moving.” Lt. 

radios, “My bolt’s up just so you know.”  

1389603 2022.04.13_01.27.52hrs 

This audio recording is 6 seconds in duration. An officer radios, “Squad ready,” at the beginning 

of the recording. 

1389604 2022.04.13_01.28.00hrs 

This audio recording is 26 seconds in duration. APD calls Community Care via telephone. The 

APD dispatcher states that Ward is down on the bridge and shots have been fired. The dispatcher 

asks for the squad to begin moving closer and then they will be waived in by officers on scene.  

1389605 2022.04.13_01.28.56hrs 

This audio recording is 15 seconds in duration. The recording begins with an officer radioing, 

“Squad in here.” Dispatch confirms and says that they have them moving in. 

1389606 2022.04.13_01.29.05hrs 

This audio recording is 7 seconds in duration. APD dispatch calls Community Care and tells 

them to go all the way in. 

1389607 2022.04.13_01.30.07hrs 

This audio recording is 7 seconds in duration. The audio is unintelligible. 

1389608 2022.04.13_01.38.28hrs 

This audio recording is 19 seconds in duration. A person [name unintelligible on the recording] 

calls dispatch and asks if he should clear. Dispatch confirms that he can clear.  

1389610 2022.04.13_01.39.41hrs 

This audio recording is 11 seconds in duration. Dispatch radios Lt. and asks if he can 

call dispatch. 

 

 

 



 

Ohio Attorney General’s Office  

Bureau of Criminal Investigation 

Investigative Report 

 
2022-0826 

Officer-Involved Critical Incident - W. 46th Street, between Collins 

Blvd. and Valley View Blvd. 
 

 

This document is the property of the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation and is confidential in nature. Neither the document 

nor its contents are to be disseminated outside your agency except as provided by law - a statute, an administrative rule, or any 

rule of procedure. 

Page 17 of 20 Supervisor Approval: SAS David Posten #6 8/15/2022 10:21 AM 

911 Calls: 

APD incoming calls 

1389488 2022.04.13_00.13.57hrs incoming 4403444940 

This audio recording is 1 minute and 52 seconds in duration. A female caller advises that there is 

a male walking down the road carrying a shotgun. She advises that the male is crying and that he 

is on the phone and is saying he is sorry. The caller states that the male turned right on Topper 

and is headed toward Spring Street bridge.  

ward413.01 – APD incoming 

This audio recording is 8 minutes and 38 seconds in duration. The call begins with a female 

stating that this is 911 and asking the address of the emergency. A male, sounding upset and 

crying, says, “There’s been a suicide.” The caller will not provide his address but he tells the 

dispatcher that he wants his family to know that he is sorry. Ward says that everything is wrong 

and that he has a gun. The dispatcher asks where the gun is at and Ward replies, “In my hand.” 

The male identifies himself as “David Ward.”  

Upon questioning by the dispatcher, Ward states that he is alone, walking the street. When the 

dispatcher asks what he is wearing, Ward replies, “Why should I tell you you’re just going to get 

me arrested.” The dispatcher says that she just wants to get him some help. Ward then says that 

he is wearing a gray coat, blue jeans and camo shoes. Ward says that he is about to be on a 

bridge and he’s willing to jump off. The dispatcher tells him to walk the other way. Ward says, 

“Because I don’t fucking want to I’m tired of it.” The dispatcher asks what he is tired of. Ward 

says, “Everything I, I lost my job, everything.” The dispatcher asks what kind of job it was. 

Ward says, “[Unintelligible] I’m telling ya I’m gonna blow my brains out don’t fuck with me.” 

Ward tells the dispatcher that he is in Ashtabula. Ultimately, Ward tells the dispatcher that he is 

on East 46th Street. Ward says, “I didn’t want to tell you I’m right next to the Ashtabula Police 

station and I’m telling you that if they come I will pull the gun on them, I don’t fucking care.” 

The dispatcher asks if she can get him an ambulance. Ward says no, that he just wants to die and 

he just wants her to tell his family goodbye. The dispatcher asks who she can call. Ward says, 

“There’s nobody you can call, they’re already in bed. I’m an alcoholic and yes, I’m drunk. But 

I’m tired of it. I’m only 23.”  

The dispatcher says that she wants to get him some help. Ward says that he had help and it didn’t 

work. The dispatcher asks what kind of help he received. Ward says, “I have PTSD and ADHD 

and everything else and I’m tired of it. I can’t live no more. I’m tired of it. You don’t see the 

things I see.” The dispatcher asks if there is anyone she can call for him. Ward replies, “No there 
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is not. If you want to take me out call the cops. That’s about it.” The dispatcher asks Ward if he 

is still walking. Ward says that he is on the bridge right now. The dispatcher tells Ward to stay 

on the line with her. Ward says, “Why so the cops can show up and shoot me?” The dispatcher 

tells Ward that they are not going to shoot him. Ward says, “They’re going to I have a fucking 

gun.” The dispatcher says that she needs him to put the gun down. Ward says, “I’m not going 

to.” The dispatcher again says that she needs him to put the gun down. Ward says, “No. I can’t. I 

want to die, I want to be out of here, I’m tired of it.”  

The dispatcher asks if Ward is still on East 46th Street. Ward says, “Yes ma’am. I know it’s not 

your fault but I’ve been through a lot and I’m tired of it.” The dispatcher asks if there is anything 

that she can do for him. Ward says, “No there’s not, just kill me please.” The dispatcher says that 

that is not going to happen and that she is here to help him. Ward says, “I’m pretty sure I have a 

12 gauge, I don’t know if it’s a 12 or 20 but I have it and it’s in my hands right now.” The 

dispatcher says that she wants to get him some help so she needs him to put the gun down. Ward 

says that he is not going to put the gun down. The dispatcher asks what kind of gun he has. Ward 

says that he has a 12 or a 20 gauge. Ward says, “I don’t want to hurt an officer, I respect them 

but you know what, if I got to it means they take me down, they take me down.” The dispatcher 

again asks Ward to put the gun down and Ward refuses. The dispatcher asks if he has a mom, 

dad or sister or anyone. Ward says, “No, I don’t.” 

The call ends. 

ward413.02 – APD incoming 

This audio recording is 8 minutes and 32 seconds in duration. This call is the same call as 

described above (ward413.01). 

 ward413.03 – APD incoming 

This audio recording is 23 seconds in duration. The call begins with a male (Dan) stating that it 

is the sheriff’s office. The caller asks if they are heading that way. Dan states that they have three 

guys over there and he asks where they need them. The caller states 47th and Valley View to 

block traffic. The caller says that (APD Lt.  is going to try to talk to the guy. 

ward413.04 – APD incoming 

This audio recording is 30 seconds in duration. The call begins with a male (  stating that it 

is the sheriff’s office. The caller identifies himself as Don and asks if they can use a different 

frequency. Don says that P8 is on the phone with him [Ward] and P8 doesn’t want Ward to hear 

the radio traffic.  
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ward413.05 – APD incoming 

This audio recording is 2 minutes and 52 seconds in duration. The call begins with the sound of a 

phone ringing. Ward answers the phone and the dispatcher asks, “David what happened?” Ward 

says, “I don’t know. I cocked, I cocked my gun and I called it even.” The dispatcher says that she 

doesn’t want him to do that. Ward says, “It is loaded so tell your officers I’m sorry.” The 

dispatcher tells Ward to put the gun down and that they can get him some help. Ward says that 

there is no help for him and that he had overdosed 15 times and there is still no help. Ward says 

that he is on East 46th Street on a bridge. Ward says, “I’m tired of it. I’m tired of life.” The 

dispatcher says that if he puts the gun down, they can get him some help. Ward says that he is 

not going to put it down. Ward says, “A sheriff just passed and he didn’t even stop me that’s how 

I know you guys don’t care.” The dispatcher says that she does care and that’s why she called 

him back. She says that she wants him to put the gun down and get some help. Ward says that he 

is not putting the gun down. The dispatcher tells Ward to stay on the phone and not to hang up. 

Ward says that he will not hang up. Ward then says, “What if I do, what if I do and I blow my 

brains out what’s you guys gonna do?” The dispatcher says that she does not want that to 

happen. Ward says that he is sick and tired of life. The dispatcher again tells Ward to stay on the 

line and not to hang up.  

The call ends. 

ward413.06 – APD incoming 

This audio recording is 45 seconds in duration. The call begins with a female (Caitlyn) stating 

that it is the sheriff’s office. The caller asks if they are trying to get him [Ward] on the phone 

with a negotiator. Caitlyn says that they are with Sheri Allen (Ashtabula police officer). The 

caller says that if they can’t get him on the phone with Allen, he is a certified negotiator if they 

need him.  

ward413.07 – APD incoming 

This audio recording is eight seconds in duration. A male answers the phone and says that P8 has 

him. The caller (Caitlyn) says thank you and the call ends. 
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Other: 

Prehospital Care Report Summary (Call #22-0578) 

The report was authored by the Ashtabula Fire Department. The narrative history portion of the 

report states the following: 

 

The prehospital care report and CAD report have been attached to this Investigative Report. The 

Ashtabula County Sheriff’s Office dispatch records have been attached to the case file as item C. 

The Ashtabula City Police Department dispatch records have been attached to the case file as 

item D. Please refer to the attachments for further details. 




























