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 advised they got armored vehicles on the scene to relieve officers that 

were taking positions of cover behind their cruisers. One of the armored vehicles was 

positioned at the “1/2” corner (Northwest corner of the residence) and the other was at 

the “1/4” corner (Southwest corner of the residence). Once the armored vehicles were 

in position, they began giving verbal commands over a loudspeaker and SWAT was 

tasked with holding security on at the vehicles.  

 stated that other SWAT members on his team utilized less lethal at the 

residence to get a response from the occupant, but it did not work. After which, the 

SWAT team disconnected the power and gas to the residence while deploying a 

distraction device.  said that there was no indication anyone else was 

inside the residence and that he observed drone video while on scene through  

 phone.  

The armored vehicle positioned at the southwest corner of the residence was utilized 

to break the front bay window, as it was one of the last places the occupant had been 

seen.  said that he and  could hear the occupant yelling from 

inside once the window was broken but could not see him continuously.  

 said, “a shot rang out and hit the front of the armor” (11:00) and “Um, so the, 

a round hit, the, uh, the armor, um, we ended up, they ended up ripping the front door 

off the house.” (11:10) causing the occupant to go into hiding so  and 

 watched the video feed from drones being flown inside the residence.  

 explained that sometime after the gunshot to the armored vehicle, 

they then began to “introduce gas into the basement while he maintained security”. 

They then used gas projectiles into the bedroom window on the southwest side of the 

residence.  advised “Uh, so when we were holding security, I always had 

my rifle pointed at that window. Zach was firing round, so he fired one gas round in no 

response. Gas started filled, he fired the second round in. And when the second round 

went in, the shotgun was fired and it went right past us, probably just in front of the 

truck.” (12:19) SWAT retreated behind cover and then planned to use gas in a different 

part of the residence.  

The other team had an equipment malfunction of the 40 mm gas launcher and 

 team had a backup 40mm launcher, so they drove the armored vehicle from 

the SW side to the armored vehicle on the NW side to give them the equipment while 

maintaining cover. As they were driving to the other armored vehicle, the occupant was 

seen crouched with a long gun, but then retreated further into the residence.  

“So, at this point we get to the, we couldn't get head-to-head with the truck because we 

had that bre…the, the big breaching pole in the front of it. So, there was like a, a 
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rifle at the subject, he stated that his point of aim was the subject’s chin and the only 

part obstructed by the wall of the house was the lower three to four feet. 

SA Momchilov asked about what specific information  was briefed on 

prior to the incident.  advised “we were told was that he walked out of 

his home with a shotgun, pointed at his neighbor's and pointed at the kids, the 

neighbor's kids. I don't, they didn't say if there was like an exchange. I know that it was 

not prompted by anything. There was no argument that they explained to us.” (16:37 

 also explained that Ashtabula Deputies were in the area when the 

initial call was dispatched and “from what the detective said is that he leveled the 

weapon at them, but never fired at the responding deputies and then ran back inside. 

Okay. Um, we tried, I mean, there, the entire standoff, we had tried numerous attempts 

to get ahold of him. He would, no, we had no phone number. We threw a, a throw 

phone in, he threw it back out the window. We tried to talk through a drone. He threw 

all the drones outta the window. They crashed so we were at, at least from my 

knowledge and what I observed, we had never at any point made contact with him.” 

(16:59) 

When asked about the subject’s movements through the residence,  

stated “he had always fired from a position of cover. He had never exposed himself to 

fire the gun. When he fired the gun of the truck, he was like almost two or three rooms 

back. Um, which made me just from like, my training, it makes me a little bit, you 

know, somebody might have some training that's not something that, that's common 

knowledge of how to shoot out of a house. Um, I picked up on that just from my 

 That's like, you know, if someone's shooting from with cover, 

within cover, that means that you're gonna have a hard time even hearing that gun or 

where the direction of it is.” (21:51) 

 advised that he felt his actions were consistent with his training and 

that nobody tried to influence his statement.  

SA Momchilov asked, “Do you perceive he had any other option?” and  

advised “I had no other option. He was going to kill someone if I didn't do something.” 

(23:59) 

 advised later in the interview that the subject was using a single barrel 

shotgun with slug rounds, identified by the pattern, when it hit the armored vehicle 

glass and when it exited the residence’s bedroom window.  explained 

that a slug round fired from a shotgun can travel a hundred yards and officers were 

well within that range at approximately twenty to twenty-five yards. 
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For further information, please refer to reference item D for the audio and video files 

of the interview. 
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REF ITEM D - Involved Officer Interview  
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