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I looked across the street at 1642 Cherry Ln. and saw the main front door was open, but a glass storm 
door was shut. was pulling up in front of 1642 Cherry Ln. at this time. His patrol vehicle 
had its overhead lights on and was parked directly in front of 1642 Cherry Ln. Anyone standing at the 
glass storm door in the residence would have been able to see a clearly marked Findlay Police 
Department patrol vehicle with its emergency lights on parked out front. 
 

I left the front lawn of 1649 Cherry Ln. and proceeded towards 1642 Cherry Ln. I relayed to
that 1642 Cherry Ln. was the residence I was going to check next. I advised Dispatch on the 

radio that I believed the actual call location was going to be at 1642 Cherry Ln. and I 
proceeded at a light jog up the driveway of 1642 Cherry Ln. He accessed the sidewalk that connected 
with the driveway and led up to the covered front porch. He proceeded at an angle off the sidewalk and 
up onto the front porch. He approached the right side of the storm door. I stayed along the sidewalk and 
began to approach the home where the porch meets the front of the sidewalk (more straight on to the 
door). As I came more centered to the front door, I could see the right shoulder and leg of a person 
standing in the door. I noted that the person's right elbow was bent almost to 90 degrees and tucked 
into his chest/abdomen. The door cracked open several inches. yelled, “Oh gun gun gun,” 
and began to raise his firearm towards the door. I was directly in front of the door at this time, 
approximately 15-20 feet away. I saw an elderly man, later identified as Robert Norton, standing 
inside on the other side of the door. Robert had a black handgun in his right hand. Robert was now 
pointing the handgun directly towards me. I drew my duty weapon, a Glock 45, a .9mm handgun. I 
raised my weapon towards Robert and fired approximately three rounds while moving to my left, away 
from the front of the door. I saw the glass shatter on the storm door. I saw Robert appear to fall 
backwards onto the floor just inside the door. I continued moving to my left and sought cover on the 
southwest corner of the residence. 
 

I radioed to Dispatch that shots had been fired. Ofcr. Huber and Ofcr. Stoner had been approaching the 
residence as the shots were fired. Ofcr. Huber took cover with  who was on the southeast 
corner of the residence. Ofcr. Stoner went to the north side of the residence for cover and overwatch. I 
advised and Ofcr. Huber to hold their positions and wait for additional units to get on 
scene for assistance. I radioed for a drone to respond to the scene. While waiting on further assistance, I 
attempted to make verbal contact with Robert. I yelled several times that I was with the Findlay Police 
Department and asked Robert if he could hear me. I did not receive any response from him. 

Sgt. Waldbauer and Sgt. Williams were the first backup units to join me on the southwest corner of the 
residence. Sgt. Waldbauer brought a shield with him. Additional responding units joined
and Ofcr. Huber. They also brought along a shield. Sgt. Williams advised that the drone car was still at 
the station and no drone was currently at the scene. We formulated a plan to approach the door using 
the shield for cover in case Robert was still armed and posed an active threat. Sgt. Waldbauer held the 
shield with Sgt. Williams and me behind him. We moved in a U-shaped pattern to the middle of the 
front yard, where we could see inside the door. We were able to see Robert lying on the floor. His feet 
were pointed towards the door. As we moved closer, we could see a black handgun on the floor at 
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the house to make sure no one else had been inside.  said he stayed 

with Ofc. Eric Lehman (Lehman), who had started to render aid to Robert and Ofc. 

Lehman had used ’s knife to cut off Robert’s t-shirt.  had 

carried a knife on his person while on duty. 

According to  had observed Ofc. Lehman pick up the 

firearm, lying next to Robert and put it on a chair away from Robert.  

said he could observe three (3) gunshot wounds to Robert’s person, one (1) in the 

chest, one (1) in the abdomen area, and one (1) in the pelvic area. Once the house had 

been cleared and medics were at that time assisting Ofc. Lehman with first aid,  

 said he had been removed from the scene and went back to FPD.  

SA Burke asked  if, during the time himself and  had 

approached the house at 1642 Cherry Lane, did Robert make any comments towards 

them.  said  never heard anything from Robert at any 

point during this event. SA Burke asked  if he at any point ordered 

Robert to drop the firearm/weapon.  said he did not, adding, 

“everything happened too fast.” SA Burke asked  if Robert ever fired the 

firearm Robert had in his hand towards  or  

said no weapon had been fired towards himself or  other than the firearm 

being pointed at . 

SA Burke asked f he had been familiar with Robert or Robert’s house. 

 said he could not recall ever having dealt with Robert or been at 

Robert’s house. SA Burke asked  if  felt he acted within 

the guidelines of the FPD Use of Force Policy.  stated he did with the 

firearm being pointed “directly at ”  added,  

 felt in fear of his safety and others around. 

 stated on the initial approach to the house, Robert’s focus had been on 

 due to ’s belief that Robert had seen  first 

and Robert pointing the firearm towards . Once  fired his 

weapon and backed out of Robert’s sight,  stated that he believed 

Robert observed  and at that point, Robert pointed the firearm in his 

hand towards .  then fired his duty weapon at Robert, 

striking Robert.   

SA Emahiser asked  what was his initial purpose of going up to the 

house at 1642 Cherry Lane.  stated that he noticed the main door had 

been open as though someone was inviting us inside the house.  said 

the way the actual call had been called into dispatch,  stated it was, “my 
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brain initially thought that this was somebody that was taking their own life and 

they were calling in so they would not be found at a later time,” adding  

 had dealt with similar calls like this before.  said he felt, 

himself and the other FPD Officers were going to walk into a “completed suicide.” 

According to , “he was on high alert due to the nature of the call, 

but if you want my first initial thought, that’s what I thought was it as going to be 

someone trying to get us out there to find them because they were killing 

themselves,” that was ’s true initial thought responding to 1642 Cherry 

Lane.  

SA Burke asked  if he had his duty weapon unholstered as he 

approached the house at 1642 Cherry Lane.  said he truly could not 

remember, but  knew  had his duty weapon unholstered 

during ’s approach to the house.  was asked if he used any 

less lethal weapons during this event and  stated he did not.  

SA Burke asked  if  had heard any other “commotion” 

inside the house during this event and  said he never heard anything 

being said by Robert or any other noises which had come from the inside of the house.  

 had no other relevant information which pertained to the OICI at 1642 

Cherry Lane and the interview concluded at approximately 1425 hours. 

The interview was audio-recorded and was placed into Axon Justice as part of 

Reference Item C. The images utilized in this report were from Axon Justice > 

Reference Item A-Video Folder >  BWC. The signed BCI Criminal 

Investigation Notification Form and ’s typed narrative are also attached 

to this report. Please see the attachments for further details. 

 

References: 

 Reference Item A-Video Folder >  BWC Subfolder-Stored in Axon 

 Justice 

 Reference Item C-Interviews Folder > Involved Officer Interviews, Findlay PD 

  audio file – Stored in Axon Justice 
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house while  was towards the southwest.  Ofcr. Stoner took the 
northeast corner to cover the backyard while Ofcr. Huber came to my location.   

    Both  and I advised Dispatch over the radio of the shots fired.  
Ofcr. Huber and I moved from our location to behind two trees in the southeast corner of 
the property, so we were not in a crossfire with .  I asked  

, if we needed to bring up a shield, and it was determined we would wait until 
more Officers arrived on scene.  I then asked Dispatch to have the Fire Department 
block off Cherry Ln., where they had staged, and move the individuals who were outside 
mowing.   advised us that a male was lying just inside the doorway and 
was not communicating with him. 

    At that time, several Officers arrived on scene and began a plan to approach the 
front door.  The Officers began to move towards the front door, and I moved to the 
northeast corner of the home behind Ofcr. Stoner.  At approximately 1401 hours, I was 
advised that the house was clear, and I placed my Glock 21 pistol in the holster. 

    I walked back towards my vehicle with Ofcr. Stoner when I turned off my Axon 4 
body camera and the front dash camera.  I was then taken from the scene by Sgt. 
Griffith (#731) back to the Findlay Police Department. 

    This ended my involvement. 

 

 

Page: 8 of 10



OfficerID: Narrative

2025-22823 

 

On 10-22-2025 at 1347 hours, and I were dispatched to 1642 Cherry Ln. for a reported 

shooting. Dispatch advised that an elderly male called 911 and stated there had been a shooting. 

Dispatch said the caller had hung up and was not answering call back attempts. I began responding in 

emergency mode (lights and sirens) from the Findlay Police Department. While driving to the location, 

Dispatch said the call was mapping to 1649 Cherry Ln. and that this might be the actual location of the 

call.  

I accessed Cherry Ln. from Tiffin Ave. I continued driving in emergency mode until I stopped my patrol 

vehicle on Plaza St. at Cherry Ln. Ofcr. Huber arrived at the same time as I did. We began to approach 

1649 Cherry Ln. I asked him to check a license plate on a vehicle in the driveway at this residence. I 

approached the door of 1649 Cherry Ln. and knocked. A female answered the door, and I asked her if 

she had reported a shooting. The female seemed shocked and said she had not.  

I looked across the street at 1642 Cherry Ln. and saw the main front door was open, but a glass storm 

door was shut. was pulling up in front of 1642 Cherry Ln. at this time. His patrol vehicle 

had its overhead lights on and was parked directly in front of 1642 Cherry Ln. Anyone standing at the 

glass storm door in the residence would have been able to see a clearly marked Findlay Police 

Department patrol vehicle with its emergency lights on parked out front. 

 I left the front lawn of 1649 Cherry Ln. and proceeded towards 1642 Cherry Ln. I relayed to

that 1642 Cherry Ln. was the residence I was going to check next. I advised Dispatch on the 

radio that I believed the actual call location was going to be at 1642 Cherry Ln. and I 

proceeded at a light jog up the driveway of 1642 Cherry Ln. He accessed the sidewalk that connected 

with the driveway and led up to the covered front porch. He proceeded at an angle off the sidewalk and 

up onto the front porch. He approached the right side of the storm door. I stayed along the sidewalk and 

began to approach the home where the porch meets the front of the sidewalk (more straight on to the 

door). As I came more centered to the front door, I could see the right shoulder and leg of a person 

standing in the door. I noted that the person's right elbow was bent almost to 90 degrees and tucked 

into his chest/abdomen. The door cracked open several inches. yelled, “Oh gun gun gun,” 

and began to raise his firearm towards the door. I was directly in front of the door at this time, 

approximately 15-20 feet away. I  saw an elderly man, later identified as Robert Norton, standing 

inside on the other side of the door. Robert had a black handgun in his right hand. Robert was now 

pointing the handgun directly towards me. I drew my duty weapon, a Glock 45, a .9mm handgun. I 

raised my weapon towards Robert and fired approximately three rounds while moving to my left, away 

from the front of the door. I saw the glass shatter on the storm door. I saw Robert appear to fall 

backwards onto the floor just inside the door. I continued moving to my left and sought cover on the 

southwest corner of the residence.  

I radioed to Dispatch that shots had been fired. Ofcr. Huber and Ofcr. Stoner had been approaching the 

residence as the shots were fired. Ofcr. Huber took cover with  who was on the southeast 

corner of the residence. Ofcr. Stoner went to the north side of the residence for cover and overwatch. I 

advised and Ofcr. Huber to hold their positions and wait for additional units to get on 

scene for assistance. I radioed for a drone to respond to the scene. While waiting on further assistance, I 
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attempted to make verbal contact with Robert. I yelled several times that I was with the Findlay Police 

Department and asked Robert if he could hear me. I did not receive any response from him.  

Sgt. Waldbauer and Sgt. Williams were the first backup units to join me on the southwest corner of the 

residence. Sgt. Waldbauer brought a shield with him. Additional responding units joined

and Ofcr. Huber. They also brought along a shield. Sgt. Williams advised that the drone car was still at 

the station and no drone was currently at the scene. We formulated a plan to approach the door using 

the shield for cover in case Robert was still armed and posed an active threat. Sgt. Waldbauer held the 

shield with Sgt. Williams and me behind him. We moved in a U-shaped pattern to the middle of the 

front yard, where we could see inside the door. We were able to see Robert lying on the floor. His feet 

were pointed towards the door. As we moved closer, we could see a black handgun on the floor at 

Robert’s feet. Determining that Robert was no longer an active threat, we moved in. We had to break 

some of the remaining glass on the storm door as we entered. The other group of officers approached 

from the southeast corner as well. One of them moved into the residence and picked the handgun up 

off the floor. The rest of the officers entered the residence and began to check it for other suspects or 

victims. There were no occupants in the residence.  

Ofcr. Lehman had started first aid on Robert. I began to assist him. I used my knife to help cut Robert’s 

shirt so his wounds could be accessed. I was able to see that Robert had two apparent wounds to his 

upper/ middle abdomen and one in his groin area. Ofcr. Lehman continued assessing Robert’s wounds 

and began CPR on him. Ofcr. Bormuth approached me and told me to exit the residence with him. I left 

the residence with Ofcr. Bormuth and went to his patrol vehicle. My body worn camera was then shut 

off as we approached Ofcr. Bormuth’s patrol vehicle.  

When I got inside Ofcr. Bormuth’s patrol vehicle, I placed my knife in one of the rubber gloves I had put 

on before using my knife to cut Robert’s shirt. When Ofcr. Bormuth and I got to the Police Department 

we went to the Detective’s Division. I turned my knife over as evidence. I also turned my duty weapon 

over for processing as evidence. I awaited initial contact with a BCI&I Investigator. I was later dismissed 

for the day by the BCI&I Investigator.  
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