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Investigative Activity:Investigative Activity: Interview with Officer

Involves:Involves: Lt. WPD (S)

Date of Activity:Date of Activity: 09/08/2022

Activity Location:Activity Location: FOP Copper Lodge Hall - 6800 Schrock Hill Court, Columbus, OH
43229, Franklin County

Author:Author: SA John P. Tingley, #154

Narrative:Narrative:

On Thursday, September 8, 2022, at approximately 1230 hours, Ohio Bureau of
Criminal Investigation (BCI) Special Agent (SA) John Tingley (Tingley) and SA Andy
Russell (Russell) interviewed Westerville Police Department (WPD) Lieutenant (Lt.) 

( , who was accompanied by Lathen Lipperman, attorney from the
Fraternal Order of Police (FOP) Ohio Labor Council (OLC). The interview took place at
the FOP Copper Lodge Hall, which is located at 6800 Schrock Hill Court, Columbus,
Ohio. The interview was audio recorded.

Lt. was presented with the BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form;
which he read, understood and signed.

This report only summarizes the information deemed by the author to be of the most
relevance to the investigation and does not purport to contain all questions and
answers from the interview. Further, this report was placed in a chronology to aid the
reader’s overall understanding of the information elicited during the interview and
may not be reflective of the actual sequencing of questions nor is it a word-for-word
translation of either the questions or answers. It is suggested that the full recording
be reviewed to clarify any content or contextual questions regarding the information
from the interview.

Preliminary and Demographic InformationPreliminary and Demographic Information:

Name:Name: Rank:Rank: Lieutenant
Badge Number:Badge Number: Cruiser/Vehicle Number:Cruiser/Vehicle Number: N/A
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Radio Call Sign:Radio Call Sign: N/A Immediate Supervisor:Immediate Supervisor: Sgt. Diaz
Radio Channel Utilized:Radio Channel Utilized: SO21 Mobile Data Terminal:Mobile Data Terminal: N/A
Cruiser Description:Cruiser Description: Bearcat - Armored Occupants of Cruiser and SeatingOccupants of Cruiser and Seating

Positions:Positions: N/A
Assignment:Assignment: Patrol & SWAT Normal Shift:Normal Shift: 2200 - 0600
In-Car Camera:In-Car Camera: N/A Spotlight:Spotlight: N/A
Emergency Lights:Emergency Lights: N/A Siren:Siren: N/A
Shift Day of Incident:Shift Day of Incident: 2200 - 0600 Duty Status:Duty Status: SWAT
Days Off:Days Off: Friday & Saturday Prior Overtime or Extra Details withinPrior Overtime or Extra Details within

Preceding 48 Hours:Preceding 48 Hours: No
Hours of Sleep Prior to Incident:Hours of Sleep Prior to Incident: Unsure Consider Self Well Rested?:Consider Self Well Rested?: Yes
Total Length as Officer:Total Length as Officer: 24 Length at Current Agency:Length at Current Agency: 21
Physical Disabilities (to include hearingPhysical Disabilities (to include hearing
aid):aid): None Corrective Lenses:Corrective Lenses: No

Uniform Worn:Uniform Worn: Tactical
Equipment and Less-Lethal OptionsEquipment and Less-Lethal Options
Carried on Person/Belt/Vest:Carried on Person/Belt/Vest: Rifle
magazines, Radio

Ballistic Vest:Ballistic Vest: Outer Carrier/Tactical Body Worn Camera:Body Worn Camera: Yes
Other Recording Devices:Other Recording Devices: No Partner:Partner: Tactical Team
Injuries:Injuries: None Equipment Damage:Equipment Damage: None
Training or Areas of Specialty:Training or Areas of Specialty: SWAT OPOTC Certification:OPOTC Certification: Yes
Military Experience/Training:Military Experience/Training: Yes Use-of-Force Training:Use-of-Force Training: Yes

Prior Shooting Incidents:Prior Shooting Incidents: No Prior Discipline or Use-of-ForcePrior Discipline or Use-of-Force
Complaints:Complaints: No

Medications, Prescriptions, or Drugs thatMedications, Prescriptions, or Drugs that
might Impair Your Duties at Time ofmight Impair Your Duties at Time of
Incident:Incident: No

Medications, Prescriptions, or Drugs thatMedications, Prescriptions, or Drugs that
might Impair You Now for Interview:might Impair You Now for Interview: No

Officer’s Firearm(s)Officer’s Firearm(s)::

Weapon #1Weapon #1

Make:Make: Sig Sauer Model:Model: M400
Caliber/Gauge:Caliber/Gauge: .223/5.56 Serial:Serial:
Type:Type: Semi Auto Rifle Method of Carry:Method of Carry: Sling
Magazine Capacity:Magazine Capacity: 30/Loaded to 28 Total Rounds as Carried (includingTotal Rounds as Carried (including

chamber):chamber): 28
Extra Magazines:Extra Magazines: 5 Number of Rounds in Extra Magazines:Number of Rounds in Extra Magazines:

140
Discharged During Incident?Discharged During Incident? Yes Primary or Backup Weapon:Primary or Backup Weapon: Primary
Rounds Remaining After Incident:Rounds Remaining After Incident: 140 Number of Rounds Fired:Number of Rounds Fired: 28
Right/Left-Handed Carry:Right/Left-Handed Carry: Right Ownership:Ownership: DCSO
Last Qualification Date:Last Qualification Date: 2022 Type of Holster, if any:Type of Holster, if any: N/A
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Lt. read a written statement that he had prepared prior to his interview. After
Lt. read his statement, agents asked several additional questions related to
the incident. A summary of that information from the written statement is detailed
below.

Lt. stated that on Saturday, August 20, 2022, he received a Delaware Tactical
Unit (DTU) call out for an incident in Knox County, Ohio. He was further instructed to
proceed to the Knox County Sheriff's (KCSO) Office, located at 11540 Upper Gilchrist
Road, Mt. Vernon, Ohio. Lt. met with KCSO Lt. Feeney, who advised Lt.

that the DTU had been requested to execute a search warrant on Randy
Wilhelm. He was also advised that the Wilhelm property was approximately 90 acres of
land at 15266 Gilchrist Road, Mt. Vernon, Ohio.

Lt. advised that on Friday, August 19, 2022, Randy Wilhelm shot at a bail
bondsman's vehicle and that Randy Wilhelm and another subject had also fired
multiple rounds at an Ohio State Highway Patrol (OSHP) helicopter. He stated that the
decision was made that any tactical operations would not begin until daylight hours
due to a variety of factors.

Lt. stated that before dawn, the DTU and other tactical teams from other
jurisdictions met at a staging area located at 20718 Danville-Amity Road, Mt. Vernon,
Ohio. This location was chosen due to its proximity to the Wilhelm property on 15266
Gilchrist Road, Mt. Vernon, Ohio. He was assigned to be a team leader in the DTU
Bearcat, with his team being split and part of the team assigned to the DTU MRAP
armored vehicle. Lt. was further advised that the two subjects, Randy and
Bradley Wilhelm, had moved propane tanker trucks to block the driveways into the
property.

Lt. advised that his DTU Bearcat team moved to a location approximately one
half mile north of the Wilhelm's mother's house, located on the Gilchrist Road side of
the property and stood by at that location. He was also made aware that Bradley
Wilhelm's residence, a detached garage and two pole barns connected to the propane
business were also on the property, with Randy Wilhelm's residence located on
Monroe Mills Road, Mt. Vernon, Ohio.

Lt. continued by stating that a drone had been deployed, and he and his
team were able to periodically monitor the live feed from that drone and monitor the
activities on the property. He further advised that incident command had notified him
that during the early morning hours, Bradley Wilhelm's girlfriend was contacted by
phone and was convinced to leave Bradley Wilhelm's residence on Gilchrist Road. The
girlfriend left the residence and eventually went south on Gilchrist Road, where she
was contacted and detained by the OSHP tactical team.

At some point, while monitoring the drone footage, Lt. was able to see
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Randy Wilhelm wearing a camouflage jacket and carrying a scoped rifle. Later on, Lt.
believed he also saw Randy Wilhelm carrying an AR-style rifle. He also

observed Bradley Wilhelm wearing a dark long-sleeved shirt.

Lt. advised that at approximately 0830 hours, Randy and Bradley Wilhelm
left their mother's house on Gilchrist Road and drove toward Randy Wilhelm's
residence on Monroe Mills Road. The orders were then received for the DTU Bearcat to
go to the mother's residence and prevent the Wilhelm brothers from returning there,
as well as to check on the wellbeing of the mother.

Lt. stated that at approximately 0850 hours, the Bearcat drove to the
Gilchrist Road property and drove through the locked gate at the fence, blocking the
driveway, and drove to and parked to the east of the residence, near the garage. He
was positioned on the rear driver's side of the Bearcat and watched as the DTU MRAP
team, which had also entered the Gilchrist property, took up positions near the
residence. A few minutes after arriving, Lt. advised that he heard multiple
gunshots from the east. Shortly thereafter, he heard the MRAP being redeployed to the
Monroe Mills Road address, as the DTU BATT armored vehicle had taken fire, was
damaged and needed to be replaced by the DTU MRAP. As the MRAP prepared to
depart, Lt. requested that two DTU members from that vehicle remain and
secure the detached garage. The two DTU team members left the MRAP and took up
positions near the detached garage. The MRAP then left the area.

Shortly after the MRAP left, radio traffic was heard advising that Randy and Bradley
Wilhelm were armed and had left the Monroe Mills Road residence in an ATV/quad
and were heading back toward the Gilchrist Road residence. Lt. had
remained at the driver's side rear of the Bearcat, with DTU Officer kneeling in
front of him, with both of them covering the tree line to the south of the residence.

Lt. advised that he then saw the suspects (Wilhelm brothers) drive toward the
DTU Bearcat team at a high rate of speed in the ATV/quad, coming through the tree
line on a trail. He observed the passenger in the ATV/quad wearing a camouflage
jacket and the driver wearing a dark shirt or jacket.

Lt. stated, "They broke through the tree line heading directly for the Bearcat.
I began firing as the ATV continued to move towards us. I was aware at this point that
Officer was also firing. I saw the buttstock of a long gun and the passenger
made a lifting motion with his right arm that looked like an attempt to raise the rifle."

Lt. advised that he fired approximately 10 to 12 times before the ATV turned
toward the detached garage, where DTU members, Officer and Officer 
were located. When he still saw movement in the ATV/quad, he continued to fire as
the vehicle crept to a stop. Lt. saw the two ATV/quad occupants' heads slump;
at which point, he was out of ammunition. He stepped back and reloaded but did not
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re-engage, as the two suspects were no longer moving.

The MRAP returned and it and the OSHP Bearcat proceeded to the location of the
ATV/quad. Lt. s DTU Bearcat team then disengaged and stood down; Lt.

left the area and returned to the command post/staging area.

Lt. stated, "When I fired, I did not believe that I had any other reasonable
alternative other than to fire to protect myself and my fellow officers, who were in
imminent danger of being killed or severely wounded, based upon the totality of the
actions of the suspect and his brother..."

SA Tingley then gave Lt. a Google map photo of the property around the
15266 Gilchrist Road residence and asked him to mark his position and the position
of the ATV. Lt. took a pen and marked the photo, as requested and then
signed the document.

SA Tingley asked Lt. what the actions of the occupants of the ATV/quad were
prior to Lt. s use of force. Lt. stated that the ATV/quad was facing
the DTU Bearcat and was accelerating toward the Bearcat.

SA Tingley then asked if Lt. believed his actions were consistent with his
training and experience; Lt. replied, yes.

SA Russell asked if Lt. fired at the ATV/quad because it was coming at him
or was there something else. Lt. stated that it was based on the previous
actions of the occupants of the ATV/quad; who had recently fired at law enforcement,
and also because of the close proximity of the ATV/quad to the parked propane
tanker truck in the driveway, that Lt. was worried might be used as a bomb.

SA Russell then asked Lt. if it was when he saw the buttstock of the long gun
and the ATV/quad passenger making the lifting motion, as if getting ready to point
the rifle that he began firing; Lt. stated that he began engaging as the
ATV/quad was getting closer. He added that just prior to that, he saw movement from
the passenger of the ATV/quad but did not see a rifle. Lt. continued by
advising that after he brought his rifle and began to engage, he could see the
passenger bring his arm up and could see the passenger's rifle at that point.

The interview was then concluded at approximately 1308 hours.

This interview was audio recorded. The audio recording, written statement, signed BCI
Criminal Notification form and signed photo/diagram are all attached to this case file.

Attachments:Attachments:

This document is the property of the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation and is confidential in nature. Neither
the document nor its contents are to be disseminated outside your agency except as provided by law - a statute,
an administrative rule, or any rule of procedure.

Page 5 of 6
Finalized by SAS Scott A. Stranahan on

10/03/2022



Attachment # 01: 2022-1726 STATEMENT 1 - INVOLVED
Attachment # 02: 2022-1726 STATEMENT 2 - INVOLVED
Attachment # 03: 2022-1726 WPD LT. BCI CRIMINAL NOTIFICATION FORM
Attachment # 04: 2022-1726 WPD LT. DIAGRAM
Attachment # 05: 2022-1726 WPD LT. WRITTEN STATEMENT
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