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Investigative Activity: Involved Officer Interview  

Involves:  

Activity Date: 11/05/2024 

Activity Location: Bret Jordan Co. LPA                                                      

206 S. Meridian St., Ravenna, OH, 44266  

Authoring Agent: SA Allison Fletcher 

   
 

Narrative: 

On Tuesday, November 05, 2024, at 1340 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation 

(BCI) Special Agent (SA) Allison Fletcher (Fletcher) and SA Matthew Armstrong 

(Armstrong) interviewed Ravenna Police Department (RPD)  

 who was accompanied by his attorney, Paul Siegferth, from the Fraternal Order 

of Police. The interview took place at 206 South Meridian Street, Ravenna, Ohio, 44266. 

The interview was audio and video recorded. 

 read, understood, and signed the BCI Criminal Investigation Notification 

form.  

During the course of the interview, agents utilized tactics designed to illicit truthful 

responses and to test the veracity of information provided.  As many of the details of 

the investigation into the incident were publicly available, it was necessary to utilize 

alternative tactics (beyond the typical methodology of retaining confidential “holdout” 

information regarding the incident and then comparing/contrasting witness statements 

with information that could only be known by those with actual knowledge of the 

incident). These tactics include developing rapport and potentially providing 

information known to be erroneous.  Therefore, misstatements of facts or evidence in 

the recorded interview by the interviewing agents are intentional and align with the 

strategy for the overall investigative plan.  

This report only summarizes the information deemed by the author to be of the most 

relevance to the investigation and does not purport to contain all questions and 

answers from the interview.  Further, this report was placed in a chronology to aid the 

reader’s overall understanding of the information elicited during the interview and may 

not be reflective of the actual sequencing of questions.  It is suggested that the full 
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 began responding to the location due to the nature of the call.  

 planned on providing scene security for fire personnel while they provided 

emergency medical services to the male victim.   

 and Officer Meyers arrived at the location at the same time.  

 met with fire personnel who began asking questions about the stabbing incident. 

During this brief conversation,  heard one of the other officers on scene 

state a subject was approaching them with a hatchet or an axe in his hand.  

 observed multiple pedestrians and bicyclists on the trail near officers 

and the approaching subject. The three officers were standing in a line spanning the 

hike and bike trail. 

 described the hike and bike trail as a narrow-paved path (only a few feet 

wide) with railroad tracks on one side and a split rail fence on the other. A dense wood 

line was behind the fencing.  

 ran up to the location of the other officers who had their firearms 

pointed at the subject and were yelling commands to drop the weapons.  

positioned himself in line with the other officers and pointed his firearm at the subject 

who was approximately twenty-five feet away.  observed the subject 

holding a double-sided axe in one hand and a knife in the other hand. He began giving 

commands to the subject to drop the weapons. The subject did not comply and 

continued to approach in an aggressive manner.  

 described the subject as a white male with a shaved head, dark-colored 

pants, and a swastika tattoo on his chest. As the subject continued to approach 

“aggressively,” he would also flex “like the hulk.” The subject was using “profanity” and 

explicit language yelling at the officers.  

The officers continued giving commands and attempted to back up from the subject. 

However, the stabbing victim and fire personnel were behind the officers, preventing 

them from being able to back up further. There were also pedestrians and bicyclists on 

the trail who were passing the subject in close proximity.  said one of the 

bicyclists could have brushed elbows with the subject, he was so close to him. 

The subject continued to approach and failed to comply with commands given by 

officers. The subject was approximately fifteen feet away from their location.  

 feared for the safety of himself, the officers, and others who were present at the 

location. At that time, he fired his gun at the subject aiming at his center mass. The 

subject fell to the ground.  
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 approached the subject and assisted in clearing the knife and axe away 

from the subject. He then requested fire personnel who were already present to assist 

in rendering aid to the subject.   

 felt, when the subject was approaching officers in an aggressive manner, 

he was not only “walking with a purpose,” but he was also “preparing to attack” 

[23:30].  felt he did not have any other options available to him other 

than the use of deadly force.  

 fired his gun in a northeastern direction. He believed his rounds struck 

the subject in the center mass area and possibly the legs. He also believed his actions 

were consistent with his training.  

 described the weather on the day of the incident as a “perfect day.” He 

elaborated by saying it was a perfect day for people to be outside walking and riding 

their bikes. 

 did have two prior encounters with the subject who was later identified 

as Matthew Fries (Fries).  said approximately one to two months prior to 

the incident he responded to a call for service where Fries was one of the parties 

associated with the call. Fries had set his tent on fire at the same location and was 

acting belligerent and violent towards responding officers. 

The second encounter mentioned by  was on an unknown date in 

downtown Ravenna. Fries was at the courthouse because his girlfriend had been 

arrested on a warrant.  said his interaction with Fries was very calm. Fries 

was able to communicate and seemed like a completely different person.  

The interview concluded at approximately 1412 hours. 

The interview was audio recorded. The audio recording was attached to this report. 

The signed BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form is also attached to this report. 

Please see the attachments for further details. 
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