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Investigative Activity:  Interview with Officer   

Involves:   CPD; Ofc. Steve Balmert, #2480  

Activity Date:   11/3/2021    

Activity Location:  Law Offices of Harshman and Wannemacher   

Authoring Agent:  SA Matt Collins, #151   

 

Narrative: 

On Wednesday, November 03, 2021, at 1253 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) 

Special Agent (SA) Matt Collins (SA Collins) and SA Shane Hanshaw (SA Hanshaw) interviewed 

City of Columbus-Division of Police (CPD) Officer (Ofc.) Steve Balmert (Balmert), who was 

accompanied by his attorney, Nicole Wannemacher, from the Law Firm of Harshman and 

Wannemacher, Fraternal Order of Police.  The interview took place at the Law Offices of 

Harshman and Wannemacher. The interview was audio recorded. 

Ofc. Balmert read, understood, and signed the BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form.  

This report only summarizes the information deemed by the author to be of the most relevance 

to the investigation and does not purport to contain all questions and answers from the 

interview.  Further, this report was placed in a chronology to aid the reader’s overall 

understanding of the information elicited during the interview and may not be reflective of the 

actual sequencing of questions.  It is suggested that the full recording be reviewed to clarify any 

content or contextual questions regarding the information from the interview.  While the term 

suspect or subject may be used in in the interview with identifying the involved subject, for 

clarity, knowing that the male subject had been identified as Kyle Veyon (Veyon), his name will 

be utilized in this report.   

Preliminary and Demographic Information:  

Name: Steven Balmert Rank: Patrolman (Ptl.) 

Badge Number: 2480 Cruiser/Vehicle Number: 9091 

Radio Call Sign: 9091 Immediate Supervisor: Sgt. Collier; S9A 

Radio Channel Utilized: Zone 2   Mobile Data Terminal: Present & Utilized  

Cruiser Description: Ford Explorer; SUV 
Occupants of Cruiser and Seating Positions: 

Hawkins-Driver; Balmert-Passenger 

Assignment: Patrol; Z2, D13 Normal Shift: 0900-1900 

In-Car Camera: Operational, But Not Used Spotlight: Present; Not utilized 
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Emergency Lights: Present; Not Utilized Siren: Present; Not Used 

Shift Day of Incident: 0900-1900  Duty Status: On-Duty 

Days Off: Sat/Sun/Mon 
Prior Overtime or Extra Details within 

Preceding 48 Hours: No 

 Consider Self Well Rested?: Yes 

Total Length as Officer: 14 years Length at Current Agency: Since 7/2007 

Physical Disabilities (to include hearing aid): 

No 
Corrective Lenses:  No Corrective Lenses 

Uniform Worn: Dark blue pants; short sleeve 

white shirt w/police patches on shoulders 

Equipment and Less-Lethal Options Carried 

on Person/Belt/Vest: Click here to enter text. 

Ballistic Vest: Concealed Armor Body Worn Camera: Present & Used 

Other Recording Devices: No Partner: Hawkins 

Injuries: No Equipment Damage: No 

Training or Areas of Specialty: Instructor OPOTC Certification: 2008 

Military Experience/Training: No  

Prior Shooting Incidents: No Prior Discipline or Use-of-Force Complaints: 

No 

Medications, Prescriptions, or Drugs that 

might Impair Your Duties at Time of Incident: 

No 

Medications, Prescriptions, or Drugs that 

might Impair You Now for Interview: No 

Alcohol in Past 24 Hours? No Last Consumed Alcohol Prior to Incident: not 

within 24 of incident 

 

Officer’s Firearm(s): 

Weapon #1  

Make: S&W Model: 2.0 

Caliber/Gauge: 9 mm  

Type:  Semi-Auto Handgun Method of Carry: hip 

Magazine Capacity: 17 Total Rounds as Carried (including chamber): 

17+1 

Extra Magazines:  Number of Rounds in Extra Magazines:  

Discharged During Incident?  No Primary or Backup Weapon: Primary 

Rounds Remaining After Incident:  Number of Rounds Fired:  
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Right/Left-Handed Carry: Right-Handed Ownership: Department Owned 

Last Qualification Date: Advised current with 

qualification 

Type of Holster, if any:  

 

Weapon #2  

Make: Taser Model: X26 

Tasers are assigned a Cruiser number  Ofc. Balmert utilized #9131 

Type:  Less-Than-Lethal Method of Carry: hip 

  

  

Discharged During Incident?  Yes Primary or Backup Weapon: Backup 

  

Right/Left-Handed Carry: Right-Handed Ownership: Department Owned 

Last Qualification Date: Advised current with 

qualifications 

 

 

Narrative: 

Attorney Wannemacher provided SA Collins with a statement said to be Balmert’s, relating to 

the incident on September 29, 2021.  After Balmert read his statement for the record, verifying 

it was his own, SA Collins asked follow-up questions related to the incident and introduced BCI 

Crime Scene Unit (CSU) photographs (4978; 4986; 4987) to Ofc. Balmert. 

Balmert stated he was on-duty, but had not yet been assigned a patrol vehicle for his shift so he 

was getting a ride from CPD Ofc. Andrew Hawkins and going to Groves Road.  However, while 

enroute, Ofc. Hawkins was dispatched to a call at 2469 Kimberly Parkway East.  Balmert stated 

the dispatched information was “vague” and they indicated there was a female who was saying, 

“quit” or “don’t play.”  Both Balmert and Hawkins agreed the call should be handled prior to 

dropping Balmert off (two-man unit).   

Officers arrived in the area and CPD, Ofc. Brown, had also responded (single-man unit).  The 

two vehicles parked next to each other in the roadway and discussed the call because there was 

no information relating to which apartment the call was in reference to.  Balmert described he 

and Ofc. Hawkins’ vehicle to be facing north while Ofc. Brown’s vehicle was facing south.  As 

officers were just receiving additional information related to the incident (a knife was involved 
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and it was apartment Q2), a female (Felicia Marshall (Marshall)) approached Ofc. Brown’s 

patrol car from the south and Ofc. Brown began speaking with her.  Balmert stated he could 

hear parts of the conversation and believed he’d heard Marshall stating he was not supposed to 

be there and had threatened her with a knife.   

Balmert stated it was approximately a couple seconds later he heard Ofc. Brown say, “stay right 

there.”  Balmert stated he attempted to look back but could not see anyone.  Ofc. Hawkins 

drove their patrol vehicle forward and Balmert exited.  Balmert stated he’d moved to the rear 

of the patrol car and continued around to the driver’s side while drawing his weapon.  Balmert 

witnessed Ofc. Hawkins with his handgun drawn, issuing commands to Veyon.  Balmert said the 

command/s was something to the effect of, “get back.”  Balmert said when Veyon backed up, 

with his hand up to his neck, Balmert transitioned from his firearm to his taser because Ofc. 

Hawkins had lethal force back-up.  Balmert stated he believed it was reasonable to deploy his 

taser on Veyon. 

Balmert understood he needed to be within 7-15 feet “for optimal deployment of taser.”  

Balmert moved towards Veyon, however, Veyon began running after or “chasing” Marshall.  

Balmert heard Veyon say, “kill me” as he was chasing Marshall.  Balmert believed it was about 

that time he had deployed his taser at Veyon (at approximately 10-15 feet from Veyon).  When 

asked about his point of aim on Veyon, Balmert stated he was moving so he could get a shot at 

Veyon’s front but due to Veyon turning and running towards Marshall, Balmert does not know 

where exactly his taser potentially made contact.  Balmert stated he deployed his taser because 

he was in fear for the life of Ofc. Hawkins and Marshall, whom Veyon was chasing.  Balmert 

stated he intended to gain Veyon’s compliance and secure him.  Balmert recalled seeing the 

taser wires as Veyon continued to chase after Marshall.  Balmert stated the taser appeared to 

have no effect on Veyon and he was unsure if the darts had even connected with Veyon.  

Balmert believed Veyon was intending on stabbing Marshall.  Balmert stated he recalled 

hearing Marshall screaming, “like screams of horror. I can’t remember if she was saying, ‘stop 

him’ or ‘get him’, but you could tell she was terrified.”    

Balmert stated he’d thought about drawing his firearm, but saw Ofc. Hawkins come from his 

right towards Veyon still with his (Hawkins) weapon drawn.  Balmert witnessed Ofc. Hawkins 

yelling at Veyon to “stop” or “stop it.”  Balmert stated Veyon was screaming, “kill me!”  Balmert 

said he attempted to load a new cartridge into his taser when he witnessed Veyon begin to 

“aggressively advance (he was taking big, fast steps, screaming, ‘kill me!’) towards Officer 

Hawkins, while Officer Hawkins was retreating backwards down the street.  I saw the suspect 

get to approximately 5 feet from Officer Hawkins and I heard three gunshots.”   
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Balmert stated Veyon fell backwards to the ground.  Balmert stated he quickly approached 

Veyon and his knife toward Ofc. Hawkins.  Balmert began to render aid to Veyon and he heard, 

he believed it was Ofc. Brown, request a medic to their location and advise of shots fired.  

Balmert and Ofc. Brown continued to provide aid to Veyon, as did Sgt. Collier, when he arrived 

on scene.   

Balmert stated other officers began to arrive and secured the scene and he located Marshall to 

ensure she did not require medical aid.  Balmert was asked if he knew Marshall and he stated 

no.  He was asked what she was wearing.  Balmert stated he believed she was wearing a blue 

Amazon Prime shirt and black cargo shorts.  He’d further stated he did not know Veyon.  

Balmert was asked if Marshall had indicated what had happened prior to their arrival.  Balmert 

said Marshall indicated there had been domestic issues before, but he had never come at her 

with a knife before.  Balmert said, “if I remember right, she was scared that he was going to kill 

her inside that apartment.”       

Balmert stated the incident involving Veyon, beginning when he first approached to when Ofc. 

Hawkins fired his weapon, lasted approximately one (1) minute.  Balmert further described, 

“The entire event occurred rapidly and at no time did the suspect ever comply with the 

repeated commands given to him.”  

The interview concluded at approximately 1344 hours. 

The interview was audio recorded. The audio recording was attached to this report. The signed 

BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form and statement is also attached to this report. 

Please see the attachments for further details. 


















