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Investigative Activity: Interview of Involved Officer 

Involves: Ohio State Highway Patrol (S) 

Activity Date: 05/20/2024 

Activity Location: 2454 East High Avenue, New Philadelphia, Ohio 44663 

(Post 79) 

Authoring Agent: Special Agent Joseph Goudy #83 

 

Narrative: 

On Monday, May 20, 2024, at 1210 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) 

Special Agent (SA) Joseph Goudy (Goudy) and SA Charlie Snyder (Snyder) interviewed 

Ohio State Highway Patrol (OSHP) , who was 

accompanied by his attorney, Nicole Wannemacher, from the OSHP Troopers 

Association. The interview took place at 2454 East High Avenue, New Philadelphia, 

Ohio (OSHP Post 79). The interview was audio recorded. 

read, understood, and signed the BCI Criminal Investigation 

Notification form.  

During the interview, agents utilized tactics designed to illicit truthful responses and to 

test the veracity of information provided.  As many of the details of the investigation 

into the incident were publicly available, it was necessary to utilize alternative tactics 

(beyond the typical methodology of retaining confidential “holdout” information 

regarding the incident and then comparing/contrasting witness statements with 

information that could only be known by those with actual knowledge of the incident). 

These tactics include developing rapport and potentially providing information known 

to be erroneous.  Therefore, misstatements of facts or evidence in the recorded 

interview by the interviewing agents are intentional and align with the strategy for the 

overall investigative plan.  

This report only summarizes the information deemed by the author to be of the most 

relevance to the investigation and does not purport to contain all questions and 

answers from the interview.  Further, this report was placed in a chronology to aid the 

reader’s overall understanding of the information elicited during the interview and may 

not be reflective of the actual sequencing of questions.  It is suggested that the full 

recording be reviewed to clarify any content or contextual questions regarding the 

information from the interview. 
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made the driver feel uneasy. also advised that when 

they asked the driver if he had any weapons, the driver replied, “we’re safe” or “we’re 

all safe.” At this point, ordered spike strips in place in case the driver 

decided to drive off.  

At one point during the incident, stated they had the OSHP 

intelligence unit gather information related to a family member who may be able to 

assist with this matter. stated that when they did get in touch with a 

family member, held the cell phone up to where the driver could hear 

their voice, however, it was unsuccessful in getting the driver out of the vehicle. After 

several unsuccessful attempts to get the driver to comply, which included getting 

coffee and donuts for him, stated that he told the additional OSHP 

troopers and TCSO deputies to move up closer but to remain out of sight. 

stated that he wanted them close by due to them running out of options and 

having to possibly go hands-on with the driver.  

stated that when the ambulance arrived and pulled up to where the 

driver was stopped, the driver’s door opened from the vehicle. stated 

that he was not sure if the driver opened it or if the TCSO deputy opened it. 

stated that as this was occurring, he remained back and out of sight most of 

the incident to avoid agitating the driver anymore. stated that at one 

point, he saw TCSO holding the driver’s door open and positioned  

between the door and the driver. After heard what he thought was 

arguing between and  he and moved up 

to the rear of the truck. At this point, stated that the situation began 

to deteriorate, and the driver would not show his right hand.  

stated that during this time, and were 

yelling for the driver to show them his hands. While had his taser out 

pointed towards the driver, walked up to the passenger side of the truck 

and yelled out, “61,” the code for a gun. further stated 

then yelled out “gun, gun,” followed by “he’s got a gun in his hand.” 

stated after alerted everyone to the gun, returned to the 

rear of the truck with him. At this point, stated he then drew his 

firearm. Also, at this time, he observed transition from his taser to his 

firearm.  

then stated, “I heard a gunshot while simultaneously seeing the 

suspect’s right shoulder move. I immediately raised my firearm, and it was at that 

moment that I fired my weapon at the suspect. In addition to my rounds, I heard 

multiple other gunshots.”  stated that he stopped firing the moment 
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that he did not see any further movement from the driver, in which he believed that the 

other troopers and deputy stopped at the same time. stated that 

while he was shooting his firearm, he was moving back towards the OSHP vehicle. After 

made his way behind the OSHP vehicle, along with  

he asked what he saw. stated, “I believe he replied 

that he saw a gun. I clarified and asked what do you see now. 

responded that he was not moving.” 

At this point, stated, “ got rifle from his cruiser. 

moved to the east to get a visual on the suspect. I believe 

and another deputy also approached with and one of 

them announced that the gun was in his hand.” further stated, “A 

deputy removed the gun from the suspects hand while and the 

other deputy provided lethal cover from the south and east, and I provided it from 

the north. Once the gun was secure, they removed the suspect from the truck and 

placed him on the ground.” At this point, stated that the driver was 

quickly secured and assessed for injuries.  

stated, “I know I fired seven rounds during this incident. The 

direction of my shots was south and I believe I fired at a slightly downward angle, 

as the suspect was seated in the driver’s seat and I was standing. My target was 

the left side of the suspect’s center mass and head, as he was angled in the 

driver’s seat with his left side towards the north.” stated that he 

was approximately 8 to 10 feet away from the driver when he fired his first round and 

approximately 12 to 14 feet when he fired his last round.  

stated when he discharged his weapon, he was in fear for the life of 

and the life of  He was also concerned for the lives of 

and the medics, who pulled up next to the vehicle originally driven by 

Kendell Woodard (Woodard). stated, “Immediately prior to firing my 

weapon, yelled that the suspect had a gun in his hand and a second 

to two later, I heard a gunshot and saw the suspect move. At that moment, I did 

not know who fired by based on the fact that I knew the suspect had a firearm in 

his hand and moved, I believed he was either going to shoot and seriously injure 

or kill or had just fired at him.” further stated, 

”However, at the time I believed the suspect had either fired at or 

was about to fire at him based upon his movement and having the gun in his 

hand.” 

The interview concluded at approximately 1235 hours. 
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The interview was audio recorded. The audio recording and statement provided by 

was attached to this report. The signed BCI Criminal 

Investigation Notification form is also attached to this report. Please see the 

attachments for further details.  

 

References: 

None 

Attachments: 

1. Criminal Investigation Notification Form – OSHP 

2. Statement of OSP 

3. 2024-05-30 Audio Interview of OSP 

 

 

 

 




















