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On Tuesday, July 1, 2022, at 1149 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) Special
Agents James Poole (SA Poole) and Jim Mulford (SA Mulford) interviewed Guernsey County
Sergeant (Sergeant . The interview took place at the Guernsey
County Sheriff’s office at 601 Southgate Pkwy., Cambridge, Ohio. Sergeant was
identified as being a police officer who responded to a vehicle barricade situation which
involved the now deceased Joy Graham (Graham). The purpose of the interview was to obtain
all relevant information of the incident known or observed by this officer.

This interview was audio recorded, and a copy of the recording was saved electronically within
the case file. Please refer to the recording for specific quotes. The following is a summation of
the interview.

Prior to beginning the interview, SA Poole provided Sergeant with a BCI "Criminal
Investigation Notification” form. SA Poole advised BCI was conducting a criminal investigation
separate from any internal investigation that GCSO may be conducting. Sergeant was
told his interview was voluntary and he could stop answering questions at any time. Sergeant

verbally confirmed he understood the contents of the form and signed the document
further acknowledging his understanding. A copy of the signed Criminal Investigation
Notification (CIN) is attached to this report.

Attorney Robert Stauter provided SA Poole with a written statement Sergeant
regarding the OICI. SA Poole reviewed the statement upon receipt. Sergeant signed
his statement provided to BCI, and verified the statement was a true and accurate depiction
of the OICI. Please refer to Sergeant s statement for further details. A copy of the
signed written statement was saved within the case file and is attached to this report.
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Sergeant stated, “On June 24, 2022, Dispatch notified me of a vehicle pursuit that
was entering Guernsey County from Belmont County. Dispatch said the driver of the vehicle,
later identified as Joy Graham, was wanted on a felony warrant for assault. Dispatch said the
vehicle pursuit had continued onto Cadiz Road and was headed west. I joined in the vehicle
pursuit at this time. Her vehicle continued south and made it to Old National Road in the village
of Old Washington, Ohio. Her vehicle then made another left-hand turn onto Wintergreen Road
and came to a stop. I exited my cruiser and used a Barnesville Police Department cruiser for
cover. An Officer from Barnesville Police Department started giving verbal commands for Ms.
Graham to exit the vehicle. I continued to communicate with her by calling her Joy, but she still
refused to exit the car. I also learned that her warrant was for Assault on a Peace Officer.”

“It was decided that tear gas would not be used due to the potential contamination, as not
everyone was equipped with a gas mask. Instead, we decided that Officer Smith would deploy
his K9. Officer Smith gave verbal commands to Ms. Graham for her to exit her vehicle but she
remained in her vehicle. Officer Smith deployed his K9 but the female had rolled the driver’s
side window up. When Officer Smith was approaching the window, he yelled “she has a gun”
and began retreating.”

“Sheriff Paden arrived on scene at this time. He started speaking with Ms. Graham but she still
refused to put the gun down and exit her vehicle. Ms. Graham still refused to put the gun down
and exit the vehicle. Sheriff Paden had Dispatch activate the Guernsey County Special Response
Team (“SRT”).”

“Once other members from the SRT arrived, a less than lethal plan was made to extract Ms.
Graham from her vehicle. Deputy Gunnar Daymut was to use a ballistic shield for cover and
break the front passenger-side window. I would then deploy a distraction device on to the
passenger-side floorboard. Sergeant would next deploy a taser to incapacitate
Ms. Graham so she could be removed from the vehicle. Major would hold lethal
cover.”

“The four of us approached the passenger side of Ms. Graham’s vehicle. Deputy Daymut
broke the front passenger-side window and I deployed the distraction device. Sergeant

deployed the Taser. When I looked back towards Sergeant I did not see an
opening for me to get into the vehicle so I immediately went around the back of Ms. Graham’s
vehicle to the driver’s side front door. As I was moving to the driver’s side, I could hear verbal
commands being given for Ms. Graham to drop the gun. I also heard a loud (pop).”

“When I got to the driver’s side, I noticed that Ms. Graham had rolled the window up. I reached
for the door handle and that was when I saw a small black handgun pointing in my direction.
I immediately fired two rounds from my Glock 17 Gen 5 handgun, aiming at her center mass.
The backdrop at the time I fired the rounds was a sloping hill. When I fired my rounds, the
weather was warm and clear and there was light from cruisers, and streetlights in the area."

"I then moved around the back of Ms. Graham’s vehicle to the passenger side. I could hear
verbal commands still being given to Ms. Graham to drop the gun. I could see her head area
from where I was and heard a gunshot. When I heard the gunshot, I saw something spark
around the area of her head.”
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“I went back to the driver’s side and observed Ms. Graham slumped over with a lot of blood
running out of the area of her mouth. Someone used a ballistic shield to bust the window out.
I attempted to unlock the door and while doing so, I heard someone say, “her finger is still on
the trigger.” I stepped back at this time so someone else could try to unlock the door.”

SA Poole asked if Sergeant was ever in fear of his life. Sergeant stated,
“Yes, when she had the gun pointed at me.”

SA Poole asked if Sergeant believed Graham was going to shoot him or any of the
other officers. Sergeant said, “Yes and yes.”

SA Poole asked Sergeant if he believed his actions and the other officer’s actions
around him were within policy and procedure. Sergeant said, “Yes and yes.”

SA Mulford asked during the time before Sergeant shot, did he believe there was any
other options. Sergeant said, “No.”

The interview was concluded at 1209 hours.

Attachments:Attachments:

Attachment # 01: Sergeant 7.1.22
Attachment # 02: Statement Drawling Signed
Attachment # 03: Sergeant Statement and CIN Signed
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