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Investigative Activity: New Franklin Police-Information Related to vehicle Pursuit-June 26,  

   2022  

Activity Date:     June 29, 2022   

Authoring Agent:     SA Cory Momchilov #64 

 

Narrative: 

 

On June 27, 2022, during Special Agent (SA) Cory Momchilov’s (Momchilov) initial briefing of 

this incident with Akron Police Department personnel, SA Momchilov was informed that the 

vehicle that Jayland Walker was driving (2005 Buick Century), prior to the shooting, was 

possibly involved in a vehicle pursuit in New Franklin on June 26, 2022. 

 

However, it was indicated that the driver of the Buick Century that New Franklin attempted to 

pull over was possibly a white male.  

 

On Tuesday, June 28, 2022, SA Momchilov made contact with the New Franklin Police 

Department in reference to obtaining reports and information related to the June 26, 2022, 

attempted traffic stop/pursuit.  

 

SA Momchilov was later provided the following documents: 

 

• New Franklin Police Department-Confidential Pursuit Driving Report. 

• Incident Details (Dispatch Information). 

• Memo from Officer Wagner to Chief Bickett that documents the pursuit.  

• Supervisors Review Report. 

 

SA Momchilov was advised that the actual police report was not yet completed, but a copy 

would be sent to SA Momchilov upon completion. However, the memo from Officer Robert 

Wagner (Wagner) to Chief Bickett regarding the pursuit did contain a narrative completed by 

Officer Wagner (Figure 1). 
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(Figure 1) 

 

On June 30, 2022, SA Momchilov was sent New Franklin Police Department Report 2022-

6260022. The narrative of that report reads: 

 

 
The involved vehicle is listed as: 
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The reports provided to SA Momchilov did not contain a description of the driver (other than the 

incident details-dispatch information, that list the driver as a white male with a black hoodie).  

 

On June 30, 2022, SA Momchilov was able to speak with Officer Wagner, via phone. SA 

Momchilov asked Officer Wagner if he knew how many individuals were in the vehicle. Officer 

Wagner advised that there only appeared to be one occupant. SA Momchilov asked Officer 

Wagner if he could provide a description of the driver. Officer Wagner advised that it appeared 

to be a younger, black male driving.  

 

On July 7, 2022, SA Momchilov obtained the radio traffic from the attempted traffic stop/pursuit 

from New Franklin Police Chief Daniel Bickett (Bickett). SA Momchilov learned that no body 

camera footage or dash camera footage exists for the attempted traffic stop/pursuit.  

 

Also, on June 7, 2022, SA Momchilov formally interviewed Officer Wagner and Sergeant 

Robert Kaaikaula (Kaaikaula). 

 

Officer Robert Wagner 

 

On July 7, 2022, at approximately 1541 hours, SA Momchilov interviewed New Franklin Police 

Officer Wagner at the New Franklin Police Department, located at 5611 Manchester Rad, New 

Franklin, Ohio.  

 

SA Momchilov asked Officer Wagner if he could explain what occurred involving the traffic 

stop/pursuit. Officer Wagner advised that he was sitting stationary at Akron Uniforms, located at 

4410 Manchester Road, when he observed a vehicle pass him with a license plate light out and a 

“white light to the rear.” Officer Wagner stated that he decided that he was going to conduct a 

traffic stop on that vehicle for an equipment violation. Officer Wagner pulled out and began 

traveling southbound on State Route 93; by the time Officer Wagner pulled onto the roadway, 

another vehicle was traveling between him and the vehicle that he intended to pull over. 

 

Officer Wagner continued to follow the vehicles, when he observed the vehicle that he intended 

to pull over pull into Subway located at 5105 Manchester Road. The vehicle then turned around 

and re-entered the roadway, now traveling northbound on State Route 93. Officer Wagner stated 

he turned around in the carwash parking lot and got behind the vehicle. Officer Wagner then 

turned on his overhead lights. 
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Officer Wagner advised, when he turned on his overhead lights, “it looked like he pulled over to 

slow down, almost come to a stop and then basically, as soon as he pulled over, he just sped back 

off as I was getting ready to kind of put the car into park.” Officer Wagner explained that he 

initially thought that the vehicle was going up to Southcrest Road to pull off. Officer Wagner 

advised that once they got through the light, the vehicle started to slow down and then speed up.  

Officer Wagner stated, “Once we got down the hill he sped up, he was all over the road, over the 

white line and then, um, we went down and he would slow down, speed up occasionally again 

and then once we got through the light at 619 and 93 he kind of maintained his speed and then, 

um, and when the pursuit was terminated, I shut my lights off, turned into the library and uh, it 

looked like he sped off even faster after that.” 

 

Officer Wagner advised the speed limit was 45 miles per hour, and the fastest the vehicle 

traveled was 49 miles per hour.  

 

SA Momchilov asked Officer Wagner if he got a look at the driver. Officer Wagner explained 

that when the vehicle initially passed him, when he was sitting stationary at Akron Uniforms, the 

driver looked to be a young, black male. Officer Wagner stated, “I couldn’t tell facial features 

from that far to identify him as 100 percent the registered owner or not.” SA Momchilov asked, 

“So you have seen a picture of Jayland Walker, the registered owner?” Officer Wagner replied, 

“Yes.” SA Momchilov responded, “And you couldn’t tell 100 percent.” Officer Wagner replied, 

“I wouldn’t say 100 percent, I would say it looked very similar though.” 

 

SA Momchilov asked Officer Wagner if he could tell what the driver was wearing. Officer 

Wagner replied, “Honestly, I just looked at his face, I never looked at his, you know the side of 

his face. I didn’t really look at clothing or anything.” 

 

SA Momchilov asked Officer Wagner, if when the individual pulled into the Subway parking lot, 

if he sat there for a moment. Officer Wagner stated no and that it was an immediate turn around 

to get back on the road. SA Momchilov asked Officer Wagner if the driver of the vehicle 

appeared to be lost or looking for an address. Officer Wagner replied, “No, he maintained decent 

speed and it didn’t look like he was, as far as I could see in the vehicle, it didn’t look like he was 

looking around for anything.” 

 

SA Momchilov explained that based on his understanding, Summit County has a system that 

when you run a license plate, you could see who else had interactions with that vehicle. Officer 

Wagner advised that was correct. SA Momchilov asked Officer Wagner who enters that 

information into they system. Officer Wagner advised that he believed the dispatchers did. SA 
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Momchilov advised, in this circumstance, the driver was entered as a white male with a black 

hoodie.  

 
Officer Wagner replied, “So, that’s what my Sergeant believed he saw, that is not me who said 

that. He passed him on 619 and he said that he had his hoodie up, the strings were pulled and he 

was ducking down with his hands on the wheel, but I can’t speak for him.” 

 

Sergeant Robert Kaaikaula 

 

On July 7, 2022, at approximately 1553 hours, SA Momchilov interviewed New Franklin Police 

Sergeant Kaaikaula at the New Franklin Police Department, located at 5611 Manchester Road, 

New Franklin, Ohio.  

 

SA Momchilov explained to Sergeant Kaaikaula that it was his understanding that he was the 

supervisor on duty when Officer Wagner attempted to initiate a traffic stop on June 26, 2022. 

Sergeant Kaaikaula advised that was correct. SA Momchilov asked Sergeant Kaaikaula if he 

could explain what occurred. 

 

Sergeant Kaaikaula advised, from what he heard on the radio, he heard Officer Wagner attempt 

to conduct a traffic stop on a vehicle. The vehicle almost came to a stop and “he just took off 

again.” Sergeant Kaaikaula advised that they were going north on Manchester, and Officer 

Wagner advised that the speeds reached about 49 miles per hour. Sergeant Kaaikaula advised 

that he was on State Route 619, sitting at a business, when Officer Wagner called out the traffic 

stop. Sergeant Kaaikaula stated he began heading towards Manchester and then stopped traffic at 

a traffic light. Sergeant Kaaikaula advised that Officer Wagner and the other vehicle passed him 

at State Route 619 and State Route 93. Sergeant Kaaikaula stated, “And from what I saw, the guy 

was wearing a black hoodie, he had his hood up, so really the only thing I could see was hands. 

So I assumed, I didn’t assume, I thought I saw his hands white but it could of been the steering 

wheel because I don’t really know.” 

 

Sergeant Kaaikaula advised the he got behind Officer Wagner and by the time they got to the 

library, he canceled the pursuit.  
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SA Momchilov advised Sergeant Kaaikaula that it was his understanding that there is a county-

wide system that allows officers to see who else had interactions with a vehicle when the license 

plate is ran. Sergeant Kaaikaula advised that was correct. SA Momchilov stated to Sergeant 

Kaaikaula that it was entered into that system that the driver of the vehicle was a white male with 

a black hoodie. Sergeant Kaaikaula replied, “Yeah I gave, I thought, cause like I said I thought I 

saw his hands so, I thought his hands were white, I can’t say for a fact they were, it could have 

been the steering wheel, I don’t know.” 

 

The following items are attached to this Investigative Report: 

 

• New Franklin Police Department Report 2022-6260022 

• New Franklin Police Department-Confidential Pursuit Driving Report 

• Incident Details (Dispatch Information) 

• Memo from Officer Wagner to Chief Bickett that documents the pursuit.  

• Supervisors Review Report 

• Radio Traffic from attempted traffic stop/pursuit 

• June 30th phone conversation with Officer Wagner 

• Interview with Officer Wagner 

• Interview with Sergeant Kaaikaula 
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