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closet.  called for a drone operator to use a drone to gain visual access to 

the attic space, but the drone was unable to fly in the attic.  

After the drone failure  decided to use a handheld mirror to visually 

inspect the attic space.  stated he was able to clear approximately ninety 

percent of the attic using the mirror. The ten percent he could not see were 

obstructions he described as piles of insulation. These piles of insulation were 

obstructing his view enough that he wanted to climb into the attic and physically check 

them.  stated. “I can't look this guy's family in the face and say that I 

checked this and I didn't check it.” (17:32 Minute Marker) 

As  was climbing in the attic he was repeating, “Police announce yourself 

if you’re up in the attic”, to elicit some kind of reaction from someone in the attic. After 

hearing no reaction,  climbed completely into the attic, where he moved 

the closest pile of insulation and found nothing of importance. He then walked to a 

second pile of insulation, and pulled away a top layer of insulation, leaving another 

layer to be inspected. He then pulled the second layer of insulation, but it felt as 

though it was stapled down. He pulled again, and the second time he felt the pile pull 

back. After feeling the resistance,  began taking steps back and saw 

Arthur Mitchell (Mitchell) throw the rest of the insulation off himself. At this point,  

 was standing at arm’s reach of Mitchell’s left shoulder.  

continued: 

“So just, just as that installation comes across and over him, I saw him and I 

don't know if he was expecting me to be right to his right, but I saw him look 

over And then again, my pistol light was on and I, I saw him look over and then 

kind of look up. He had a pistol. I remember specifically it was oriented like 

right, essentially right this way. Just, as he looked up his pistol followed, I saw a 

flash, And I know this is physically impossible and I probably sound silly saying 

this, but I saw the flash and it felt like it was like five seconds later that I heard 

the pop. And I remember my initial reaction. Like I was mad 'cause I was like, 

this fucking guy just tried shooting me.” (24:20 Minute Marker) 

After the initial gun fire from Mitchell,  began retreating backwards as he 

returned fire approximately 4-6 rounds back at Mitchell.  stated he fell on 

his back as he was retreating while attempting to get back to the attic access. At this 

point,  maintained his focus on the area where he last saw Mitchell.  

 continued to see movement within the insulation, followed by a muffled 

popping sound.  stated: 
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“I saw insulation kind of like swing up and over. Um, and I saw him rolling and I 

heard like a muffled pop. Um, when I heard that, I was like, fuck, he's actively, 

he's still trying to shoot me.” (27:26 Minute Marker) 

 stated:  

“I, um, at that point when I heard that muffle pop, I'm probably in this area. Um, 

I come over and he's again like, looks like he's trying to throw the insulate, like 

get the insulation off and kind of roll out of it. Um, I stop like four feet from 

there. Um, and I remember like, I, like, uh, I knew I couldn't get here and not 

give him a shot, I guess is the best way to put it, so I, I braced myself. I waited 

till he like, kind of rolled out and just as he like rolled out, I, I fired. I don't, I 

couldn't even tell you again. Um, and then I, once I, once I I guess felt safe, if 

that makes sense, once I felt that it was safe for me to do so, and like enough 

time, I literally like came over here. I remember Daley, I like kind of halfway 

threw myself down. I remember daily pulling me down. Um, and then I like self-

extracted out to the, out to the house, uh, or out to the van.” (27:41 Minute 

Marker) 

When asked if there was anything he could have done differently to not use lethal 

force,  stated:  

“No. No, there was nothing. Uh, again, it was all open. There was, there was 

physically there was nothing. I, and, and, and again, this is just me beating 

myself up. I, I don't even, equipment wise, I don't think anything would've. I 

think the only way to effectively, and that was my thing with this whole thing, 

and I kept telling on scene. I kept telling Lou and Daley, I cannot look at this 

dude's family and say I a hundred percent clear that attic. I can't, I physically 

cannot. Like, there's no way without me going up there and actually physically 

clearing that attic.” (37:42 Minute Marker) 
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For further information, please refer to the recorded audio and video file located in 

Axon Justice, and labeled as Reference Item E Officer Interviews - 2025-10-21  

 Interview and Diagrams. The signed BCI Criminal Investigation 

Notification form is also attached to this report. Please see the attachments for further 

details. 

 

References: 

Reference Item E Officer Interviews - 2025-10-21  interview 

and Diagram – Axon Justice 

Attachments: 

1.  Criminal Investigation Notification 




