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Officer Involved Critical Incident - Portage Hike and Bike Bch

Trail near North Freedom Street, Ravenna, Ohio 44266

Investigative Activity: Review of Witness Statements

Involves: Jack Chandler (W) and Gerald LaMarca (W)
Activity Date: 11/27/2024

Activity Location: BCI - Richfield

Authoring Agent: SA Allison Fletcher

Narrative:

On Monday, October 28, 2024, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) Special
Agent (SA) Allison Fletcher (Fletcher) received two witness statements from Ravenna
Police Department (RPD) Captain Jason Smallfield (Smallfield). The witness statements
were completed on October 22, 2024, by two civilian witnesses to the officer involved
shooting that occurred on the same date.

The two files provided by RPD Captain Smallfield are listed below:

e Jack Chandler witness statement
e Gerald’s witness statement

SA Fletcher reviewed each document and learned the following:
Jack Chandler witness statement

The document was three pages in length and handwritten. The author of the
document was Jack Chandler (Chandler). Chandler was also interviewed by BCI
agents. No new information was learned from the written statement. For
additional information on Chandler’s recollection of events refer to the
Investigative Report titled 2024-10-24 Witness Interview - Jack Chandler.

Gerald’s witness statement

The document was one page in length and handwritten. The author of the
document was Gerald LaMarca (LaMarca). LaMarca stated he was riding his bicycle
on the hike and bike trail and observed the stabbing victim (Larry Burghy). He did
not stop to assist the victim and continued riding his bike. Gerald did not witness
the officer involved shooting incident.

The written statements have been attached to this report for additional review.

This document is the property of the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation and is confidential in nature.
Neither the document nor its contents are to be disseminated outside your agency except as provided by
law - a statute, an administrative rule, or any rule of procedure.
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