Ohio Attorney General’s Office

Bureau of Criminal Investigation é‘mlr“ﬁ.

Investigative Report 2 i
N

2023-2059 -

Officer Involved Critical Incident - 205 US 250, Polk, Ohio 44866

Investigative Activity: Review of News Articles

Involves: Larry Dunham (S)
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Activity Location: BCI, 4055 Highlander Parkway, Richfield, Ohio 44286
Authoring Agent: SA Nicholas Valente #139

Narrative:

Background:

On September 20, 2023, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) Special Agent (SA) Nick
Valente (Valente) reviewed a WKYC news video covering the officer-involved shooting of
Larry Dunham (Dunham). This video was located by BCI Criminal Intelligence Analyst Chuck
Thomas and was attached to this report. SA Valente also located and reviewed two additional
news articles covering this incident that were written by local newspapers, the Times-Gazette
and Ashland Source. These articles are also attached to this report. None of the news coverage
reviewed provided additional information concerning the officer-involved shooting of Dunham
that was not previously known to investigators.

Attachments:

1. 2023-09-20: Times Gazette News Article
2. 2023-9-20: Ashland Source News Story
3. WKYC News Story_August 6, 2023 08-25-2023 video
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® Times-Gazette

CRIME

Rowsburg man fatally shot after he
confronts deputies with deadly force

Lou Whitmire
Ashland Times-Gazette

Published 2:13 p.m. ET Aug. 7, 2023 | Updated 2:15 p.m. ET Aug. 7, 2023

ROWSBURG - A 63-year-old Rowsburg man who was experiencing suicidal tendencies
Saturday was shot and killed by deputies of the Ashland County Sheriff's Office.

The incident took place in the 200 block of US Route 250 East after authorities say he
confronted deputies with deadly force and deputies returned fire.

Larry Dunham, 200 block of U.S. 250 East, died of his injuries at the scene, according to a
news release from the Ashland County Sheriff's Office.

When deputies arrived, they located a male sitting in a lawn chair in the backyard. "He then
threw his cell phone down to the ground and confronted deputies with deadly force. Deputies
used their service weapons and returned fire striking the male," according to the news
release from Ashland County Sheriff E. Wayne Risner.

Jeromesville Fire Department was on scene.

The sheriff's office called for assistance and turned the investigation over to the Ohio Bureau
of Criminal Identification and Investigation. The Ashland County Coroner's Office
transported the body to Lucas County for an autopsy.

No deputies were injured during this incident, the sheriff's office said.
Any further information will be released by the Ohio Bureau of Investigations.

lwhitmir@gannett.com, 419-521-7223, Twitter: @lwhitmir
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NEWS

‘He has a suicide wish’: spotty 911 call reveals a troubled
Larry Dunham

by Dillon Carr
August 9, 2023

Police lights.

ROWSBURG — Larry Dunham’s sister called 911 and told dispatchers he had a “suicide wish” momen
before three Ashland County Sheriff deputies showed up to the scene and gunfire ensued.
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“My brother, he had a brain injury,” the woman said. “And he had a brain bleed, OK?”

The 911 call came in at 7:55 p.m. on Aug. 5.

“He’s now sitting up at his house with two loaded guns in his lap,” she said. ““... He has a suicide wish. So if
you guys come in here with your lights and your noise, he’s going to kill himself and his wife, and try to take
them, too. So I’m just telling you.”

Three Ashland County Sheriff’s Office (ACSO) deputies are now on paid administrative leave following their
involvement in the Dunham shooting that Saturday evening.

Dunham, 63, died from “multiple gunshot wounds,” according to an investigator with the Ashland County
Coroner’s Office.

What happened?

An ACSO press release issued Sunday stated deputies attempted to talk to Dunham, who they found sitting in
a lawn chair. As they approached, he threw his cellphone to the ground and “confronted deputies with deadly
force.”

RELATED COVERAGE

1 man dead after Ashland County sheriff deputies respond to ‘suicidal’ call
August 7,2023

The deputies “used their service weapons and returned fire striking (Dunham),” the ACSO press release
stated.

Jenny Taylor, an investigator with the Ashland County Coroner’s Office, said Dunham was pronounced dead
at 8:21 p.m., 26 minutes after the 911 call. She determined the cause of death to be “multiple gunshot
wounds.”

Details such as where on the body he was shot and how many times will be determined by an autopsy, she

said.

When asked if drugs or alcohol were involved, Taylor said she did not know. She said a toxicology report
would reveal those details.
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According to Taylor, the autopsy and toxicology reports could take up to 12 weeks to be completed.

“All I can say is this gentleman was not necessarily thinking clearly, from all indications —from the
information I was given,” Taylor said.

Chief Deputy David Blake declined to offer additional details about the shooting, including specifics on how
Dunham allegedly used deadly force.

The case is being investigated by the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation.

When reached by email, a BCI spokesman declined to provide additional information.

A spotty call

Dunham’s sister told the dispatcher she approached her brother before making the call.

“I went up because I did not realize he had two loaded guns and a neighbor called me and said he was sitting
around their fire ring with two loaded guns. So I went up, not realizing he still had these guns and he still had
the (unintelligible),” she said.

The dispatcher asked her if Dunham’s wife knew about his state.

“I told his daughter and she’s supposed to be texting his wife. Because I’'m terrified to go back up there,” she
said.

The call was interrupted several times because of a spotty signal. The dispatcher could be heard repeating
“hello?” multiple times, the caller seemingly not realizing he could not hear her.

p 0:00/3:.01 o= 0

The 911 call that spurred Ashland County Sheriff's Office deputies to respond to the scene. Larry Dunham, 63, died 26 minutes later
from “multiple gunshot wounds” after three deputies opened fire.

At one point, she can be heard saying “whatever he was on ran out” before the call cut out again.
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Taylor said she recovered prescription medications for treating hypertension, congestive heart failure, acid
reflux and blood thinners. She said she didn’t recover drugs to treat depression or other mental ailments.

In a brief moment of clarity, she gave the dispatcher her phone number, though it is unclear if the dispatcher
connected with her again following the initial call. It ended abruptly three minutes into the exchange.

Her number has been redacted from the call.
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