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Narrative:

On Monday, June 24, 2024, at 1310 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation
(BCI) Special Agent (SA) Matt Collins (SA Collins) and SA Chad Holcomb (SA Holcomb)
interviewed Columbus Division of Police (CPD) N
who was accompanied by his attorney, Jackie Tipton, from the Fraternal Order
of Police (FOP). The interview took place at 4683 Winterset Dr, Columbus, OH (FOP Law
Offices in Columbus). The purpose of the interview was to gain information from i}
I ivolvement in an Officer-Involved Critical Incident that occurred on June 10,
2024 in the 4500 Block of Sullivant Ave. in Columbus, Ohio. The interview was audio
recorded.

I <ad, understood, and signed the BCI Criminal Investigation Notification
form.

This report only summarizes the information deemed by the author to be of the
most relevance to the investigation and does not purport to contain all questions and
answers from the interview. Further, this report was placed in a chronology to aid
the reader’s overall understanding of the information elicited during the interview and
may not be reflective of the actual sequencing of questions. It is suggested that the
full recording be reviewed to clarify any content or contextual questions regarding the
information from the interview.

While the involved-subject, Noel Hernandez Cortaza’s (Cortaza) identity was not
known during the incident, his name is used in this report for clarification purposes.
Also, for clarification purposes, the term subject vehicle used in this report refers to the
vehicle driven by Cortaza. It is more particularly described as a green Honda Civic with
Ohio registration number JFX8729.
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Narrative:

On June 10, 2024, I stated he and his partner, NG
B vcre in a marked CPD cruiser. || was driving, while | vas

in the passenger seat. At approximately 2315 hours, ||}l reported hearing a
dispatched call regarding a male with long brown hair approaching vehicles with a
knife, in the area of Clime and Georgesville Roads. ||l noted the priority level
of the call was ‘“raised” and on the Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD), Cruiser |JJjjjij with

occupants || GG 2 B 25 <!l as a 10-precinct cruiser were

enroute. | reported he and [ decided to head to the area, as well.
SA Collins asked | to explain the priority level of the call being raised. |}

Bl <xplained the call taker/dispatcher can raise the priority level of the call. The
call came in as a “knife run, person with a knife” and when the dispatcher aired it “she
said ‘raised priority 33A,’ so it must have been something going on that like made it,
like, very very like, a lot of attention to it, so that’s why they can raise the priority of
any run really.” | noted as “numerous” calls continued to come in, dispatch
gave further information, including: the subject was actively approaching vehicles with
the knife and had also entered the Turkey Hill Gas Station.

While heading in the direction of Clime and Georgesville Roads, ||} rerorted
B arked the suspect (later identified as Cortaza) was not at the Turkey
Hill gas station. However, a couple minutes later it was aired the Cortaza was traveling
northbound on Georgesville Road in a green sedan. recalled

then marked Cortaza was out of the subject vehicle, with a knife in his hand, stabbing
his own vehicle. At that time, ||l activated the cruiser’s lights and sirens and
drove towards Georgesville Road. |l reported activating his body worn camera
(BWC) at that time, as well. || noted the location was in their zone, however,
not in their precinct, therefore, he used his cellphone GPS for guidance. SA Collins

asked | to clarify the difference between zones versus precinct. || R

explained the City of Columbus is broken into “six (6) zones, um so our zone is

B hat's comprised of | 10-precinct, 19-precinct and

15-precinct, so we're allowed to go anywhere on our zone, without like asking for

permission.” ||l noted the incident was in 10-precinct and he works || |
I

I < <»/ained while driving towards the scene, they heard cruiser ||l air
the suspect was traveling northbound on Georgesville Road, at approximately 15-20
miles per hour (mph). Discussion ensued about cruiser [Jjjjj deploying spikes;
however, the subject vehicle made a turn westbound on Old Sullivant Road, before the
spikes could be deployed. Shortly after, || GG 2oproached
cruiser |l and I positioned their cruiser south and east of cruiser
witnessed the subject vehicle stopped just west of the railroad
tracks on Sullivant Avenue, partially facing oncoming traffic, approaching another
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vehicle traveling eastbound. ||l ¢xp'ained the other vehicle continued on,
while the subject vehicle stopped in the middle of the intersection of Sullivant and
Industrial Mile Road. |l then pulled in the eastbound lane of travel and

paralleled cruiser ||| | N

Next, Cortaza exited his vehicle, yelling in Spanish at the officer, while | | | | I 0ave
commands in Spanish back to Cortaza. ||l reported he also gave commands in
English, to the effect of “get on the ground.” SA Holcomb asked ||} if he velled
any commands in Spanish, |} revlied, “I did not.” SA Holcomb asked |Jil}
I if Cortaza responded to any of the Spanish commands. || exp'ained
Cortaza seemed “very out of it and like manic” and anytime an officer said anything,
the look on Cortaza’s face “stayed the same.” |||l recalled CPD Officers Minor,
I || approaching simultaneously, with him, towards
Cortaza. | recalled telling | to move back, out of the line of sight
and fire. As Cortaza continued to walk west and talk incoherently, in what ||| N
thought was Spanish, he heard || ve!! ‘taser, taser, taser’ and then deployed
his Taser at Cortaza, with possibly one prong hitting Cortaza. Cortaza then turned east
towards officers, while continuing to yell, with “his fists balled.” ||| QbQNUEEN recalled
hearing someone say ‘tase him again’ and the Taser did not appear to have any effect
on Cortaza. SA Collins asked |l if the Taser was indeed deployed a second
time. | revlied “yes” and then explained the Tasers have two (2) cartridges,
though he didn’t believe the charge was successful with a negative and positive probe,
meaning only one prong connected to Cortaza. He noted, he did not believe both
prongs connected in order to provide a full muscular “body lock up.” || I noted
there is a different sound the Taser makes when there is a success charge versus
unsuccessful and he believed the charge was not successful by the sound.

I cported “The suspect moved east in an aggressive manner, toward myself and
officers. He was yelling, his fist were balled, his arms were raised in an aggressive posture,
and | could see that there was something metallic in at least one of his hands. Based on what |
knew from the dispatch and radio traffic, | believed the object to be a knife.

B stated officers continued to yell commands, such as ‘stop and do not
move’, however, the suspect did not comply and continued to advance toward officers.
B stated, '/ fired 1-2 shots at the suspect. | heard other officers fire multiple
rounds simultaneously. The suspect fell onto his stomach with his head facing east.”

I orovided more details about discharging his weapon, stating, “/ believe I
fired one to two shots at the suspect. My shot(s) were fired from a standing position. | used
my sights when | fired. My shot was fired in a west/southwest direction. | believe | was
approximately 10-20 feet from the suspect at the time | fired. My target was the suspect’s
center mass. The backdrop for my shot was the empty roadway of Sullivant Avenue.”

I continued, ‘I stopped firing because the suspect was on the ground and no
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longer presenting a threat to officers.” ||| ¢ xp'ained “at the time I fired my weapon
at the suspect, | do not believe | had any reasonable alternative to protect my life and the lives
of the other officers on the scene. | did have a taser with me, however, given my distance from
the suspect, the fact |} NN ac unsuccessfully tried twice to deploy his taser at the
suspect, and the suspect was actively charging at officers with a weapon in his hand, | did not
believe it would be appropriate to counter their force with a taser.”

SA Collins asked |l the condition of his rifle at the time of the shooting. i}
I < xplained the magazine contained 30 rifle rounds and no round in the
chamber, therefore, he had to “rack” a round when retrieving the rifle, to get around
into the rifle. ||l confirmed “I fired my rifle.” From || reco!lection,
he fired one (1) or two (2) rounds from his rifle. SA Holcomb asked if || S drew
his handgun, and he said “no, | don’t believe so.”

I ccalled using the light on his rifle

SA Collins asked |l if he could give more description of the object in Cortaza’s
hand. | noted he “I could tell it was shiny and metal and he was holding it as
if it was like his intent was to do something bad with it towards us,” clarifying Cortaza
was coming at them with both hands made into fists, |||l demonstrated the
motion.

After the shooting, |l rerorted he approached Cortaza at the same time as
other officers and “immediately radioed that shots had been fired and that one person was
down.” | ¢xplained he had a rifle, so he provided “cover” so other officers
could secure Cortaza and begin rendering aid. ||l remembered hearing
another officer removed something “metallic’ away from Cortaza. SA Collins asked [}
B if he got a better look at the object when the other officer removed it. |}
I <xplained he heard another officer kick or move the object, which sounded
metallic, away from Cortaza. ||l recalled shining his light at it to make sure it
was out of Cortaza’s reach “that was my main concern;” however, noted he did not get
a very good look at it. “/ noticed that the suspect was still moving and asked other officers
where the knife was, so that | was certain the suspect no longer had access to it. | radioed for
a medic to be started to our location. Officers secured the suspect and applied a tourniquet to
a wound on his left arm.”

While officers were rendering aid, || Bl reported he secured his rifle in the
cruiser and assisted when he came back. ||l witnessed | tending

to a wound on Cortaza chest. Once the medics arrived, || Bl cxp'ained he was
taken to 10 precinct substation.

After the incident, ||l 'earned the suspect's identity to be “Noel Hernandez.”
did not recall ever having any personal or professional interactions with
Noel Hernandez Cortaza.
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After | had the chance to review video footage from the incident, “/ now recall
that Officer Minor did not approach the suspect at the same time as other officers and myself.”

I 2'so recalled [ was between | and himself. Additionally,
I rccalled Cortaza had the weapon in his “right hand.”

During the interview, SA Collins asked ||l if he had ever been found outside
of policy regarding a use of force violation. ||} I statement indicated he does
“not have any active discipline for outside of policy use of force.” Attorney Tipton advised
I (o ot answer any questions regarding previous use of force violations that
were considered stale. SA Holcomb asked Attorney Tipton when does a violation in
an officer’s file become stale and she indicated generally after approximately nine (9)
months.

SA Collins asked | if he believed his actions were consistent with his training

and | replied, “yeah, absolutely.”

The interview concluded at approximately 1335 hours.

The interview was audio recorded. The audio recording was attached to this report. The
signed BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form and || | | I itten statement
is also attached to this report. Please see the attachments for further details.

Attachments:

Attachment # 01: 2024-06-24 I htcrview_Audio

Attachment # 02: I Statement_CIN
Attachment # 03: AMG_9366

Attachment # 04: AMG_9365
Attachment # 05: AMG_9364
Attachment # 06: AMG_9363
Attachment # 07: ALC_8247
Attachment # 08: ALC_8248

References:

No references.
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This statement is in regard to my involvement in an incident that occurred on Monday,
June 10, 2024, between approximately 11:00 p.m. and 11:30 p.m. near the intersection of
Sullivant Avenue and Industrial Mile Road in Columbus, Ohio. I am voluntarily providing this
statement as part of the investigation being conducted by the Bureau of Criminal Investigation

(BCD).

My date of hire with the Columbus Division of Police was _ I obtained my
OPOTA Certification in _ I do not have any previous law enforcement experience.

I do not have any military service. I do not have any active discipline for outside of policy use of

force. My regutar assigomen i N . I -
On the night of the incident, I was in cruiser- was working with_

-as my partner. | was wearing my CPD uniform, consisting of navy pants and a navy short
sleeve shirt with my CPD badge on the front and “COLUMBUS POLICE” on the back. I was
wearing my exterior vest over my shirt. My body worn camera (BWC) was mounted on the right
lower chest area of my exterior vest. I was listening to radio traffic through an earpiece. I was not

wearling a hat or gloves.

I was armed with a division-issued Smith and Wesson M&P 2.0 9mm which was loaded
with division-issued ammunition. My Daniel Defense DDM4 V7 rifle was in the rifle rack of my
cruiser. I was current in my range qualification with both weapons. I was not carrying any
backup firearms. I was not taking any medication that would in any way affect my ability to
carry out my responsibilities and duties as a police officer. I was well rested at the start of my
regular shift. I had not consumed any alcohol in the 24 hours prior to the start of my shift. I do

not wear glasses or contact lenses and my vision is good. I do not wear a hearing aid and my



hearing is good. I do not suffer from any disabilities that would impair my ability to perform my

responsibilities as a police officer.

On the night of June 10, 2024 my partner and I were performing routine patrol duties in
the area of Wisconsin Avenue and Broad Street. ||l ving the cruiser; T was in the
passenger seat. Around 11:15 p.m. we heard the dispatch call go out regarding a male with long
brown hair approaching cars with a knife in the area of Clime Road and Georgesville Road. I
noted that the priority level of the call was raised. I clicked on the run in our CAD (Computer
Aided Dispatch) system and noted that cruiser [Jfjwith CPDJ GGG = <!
as a 10 precinct cruiser were in route._and I decided to start driving in that general
direction. As we were heading in the direction of Clime Road and Georgesville Road, I heard
cmisex- air that the suspect was not at the Turkey Hill gas station. A couple minutes later, I
heard the suspect was traveling northbound on Georgesville Road in a green sedan. Cruiser -
then aired that he had gotten out of his car and was standing with a knife in his hand, stabbing at
his own vehicle.-ctivated the cruiser’s lights and sirens and we drove toward
Georgesville Road. I activated my body worn cameral (BWC). As the location was on our zone,

but not our precinct, I used my cell phone for GPS assistance.

As we drove, 1 heard- air that the suspect vehicle was traveling northbound on
Georgesville Road at approximately 15-20 miles per hour. There was discussion of cruiser-
getting in front of the suspect to deploy spikes. Before cruiser -was able to deploy spikes,
cruiser [Jjjjffradioed that the suspect tuned westbound on Old Sullivant Road and was

continuing to go 15-20 miles per hour.

Approximately three minutes after activating the cruiser’s lights and sirens,-

-andI caught up to cruiser_pnsitioned our cruiser south and east of
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-The suspect vehicle was stopped just west of the railroad tracks on Sullivant Avenue,
partially on the wrong side of the road (westbound in the eastbound lane of traffic), approaching
a civilian sedan that was traveling eastbound. I retrieved my rifle from the cruiser’s rifle rack.
After hesitating near the suspect vehicle for a few seconds, the civilian vehicle drove away and

the suspect continued westbound.

Approximately 10 seconds later, the suspect stopped his vehicle in the middle of the
intersection of Sullivant Avenue and Industrial Mile Road. _pulled our cruiser into
the eastbound lane of traffic, parallel with- The suspect exited his vehicle and was yelling
in Spanish myself and other officers. I hea:rd_ give commands in Spanish. I yelled

commands te the effect of “get on the ground”.

I, along with other officers, walked west toward the suspect, while continuing to give
commands. I believe CPD Officers M.inor,_'ere approaching
simultaneously with me. I told- to move back toward myself and other officers so
that he did not obstruct my view of the suspect or have the potential of getting caught in
crossfire. I believe I was north of_and south of - as I approached the
suspect. The suspect continued to walk west, mumbling/talking incoherently in what I believe
was Spanish. [ heard _yell “taser, taser, taser” and then deploy his taser at the
suspect. I believe at least one probe of the taser made contact with the suspect. The suspect
turned around to face east toward officers, while continuing to yell with his fists balled. I heard
someone yell words to the effect of ““tase him again”. The taser did not appear to have any effect

on the suspect.

The suspect moved east in an aggressive manner, toward myself and officers. He was

yelling, his fists were balled, his arms were raised in an aggressive posture, and I could see that
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there was something metallic in at least one of his hands. Based on what I knew from the
dispatch and radio traffic, I believed that object to be a knife. Officers continued to yell
commands to the effect of “stop” and “do not move,”. The suspect did not comply and continued
to advance toward officers. I fired 1-2 shots at the suspect. I heard other officers fire multiple

rounds simultaneously. The suspect fell onto his stomach with his head facing east.

I approached the suspect with the other officers. I immediately radioed that shots had
been fired and that one person was down. Since I had a rifle, I stated that I would provide cover
so that others could secure the suspect and begin rendering aid. I heard one officer move
something metallic away from the suspect. I noticed that the suspect was still moving and asked
other officers where the knife was, so that I was certain the suspect no longer had access to it. I
radioed for a medic to be started to our location. Officers secured the suspect and applied a

tourniquet to a wound on his left arm.

While other officers were rendering aid, I secured my rifle in the cruiser and put on

gloves. Officers rolled the suspect onto his back. ||| tended to a wound near the

suspect’s chest area. I held my flashlight on the suspect to provided light. -asked

for more gauze and supplies, but at that time a medic arrived and took over medical care of the

suspect.

I was removed from the scene and taken to the 10 precinct substation. CPD Officer

Nicholas Reardon acted as my officer support. This ended my involvement with the incident.

I believe I fired one to two shots at the suspect. My shot(s) were fired from a standing
position. T used my sights when I fired. My shot was fired in a west/southwest direction. I believe

[ was approximately 10-20 feet from the suspect at the time I fired. My target was the suspect’s
























