
 

Ohio Attorney General’s Office  

Bureau of Criminal Investigation 

Investigative Report 

 

2024-2614 

Officer Involved Critical Incident - 1309 Yellowstone Road, 

Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44121 

 

 

 
This document is the property of the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation and is confidential in nature. Neither the document 
nor its contents are to be disseminated outside your agency. 
 

Page 1 of 5 Supervisor Approval: SAS Charles Moran #67 12/20/2024 2:48 PM 

Investigative Activity: Police Report Received and Reviewed 

Involves: Cleveland Heights Police Department (O) 

Activity Date: 09/03/2024 

Activity Location: BCI, 4055 Highlander Parkway, Richfield, OH 44286 

Authoring Agent: SA Nicholas Valente 

   
Narrative: 

On Tuesday, September 03, 2024, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) Special 

Agent (SA) Nick Valente (SA Valente) received documents from Cleveland Heights Police 

Detective William Robinson (Detective Robinson). The records which were requested 

included any reports pertaining to the August 29, 2024, officer-involved critical 

incident, except for any statements made by the involved officers. SA Valente reviewed 

the documents and noted the following: 

Cleveland Heights Police Report : 

The report was 16 pages long.  

The report contained a text block that included the CAD call log entries that were 

previously reviewed by BCI SA Allison Fletcher.  

The subject of the report was Christian Tyson Thomas (Christian). Christian’s father 

Ferrel Thomas (Ferrel) was listed as an “OIV” or other involved party. Jacquelyn Fortson, 

Genisis Tyson-Thomas, Calvin Lewis, and Charles Hewston were also listed and other 

involved parties.  

The report included a property section noting the following items were collected: 

1. “1 LB BAG SUSPECTED PSILOCYBIN MUSHROOMS” 

2. “1 GALLON BAG SUSPECTED PSILOCYBIN MUSHROOMS” 

3. “1 LB BAG SUSPECTED MARIJUANA BULK FLOWER TRIM” 

4. “DRIVERS LICENSE” (Christian’s driver’s license) 

5. “SHEET OF SUSPECTED LSD” 

6. “BLUE M30 SUSPECTED FENTANYL PRESSED PILLS” 

7. “SANDWICH BAGGIE SUSPECTED COCAINE” 

8. “SQUARE BAGGIE SUSPECTED CRYSTAL METH” 

9. “SQUARE BAGGIE SUSPECTED CRYSTAL METH” 

10.  “SQUARE BAGGIE SUSPECTED CRYSTAL METH” 



 

Ohio Attorney General’s Office  

Bureau of Criminal Investigation 

Investigative Report 

 

2024-2614 

Officer Involved Critical Incident - 1309 Yellowstone Road, 

Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44121 

 

 

 
This document is the property of the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation and is confidential in nature. Neither the document 
nor its contents are to be disseminated outside your agency. 
 

Page 2 of 5 Supervisor Approval: SAS Charles Moran #67 12/20/2024 2:48 PM 

The report contained investigative narratives written by Investigator/Officer Brian 

Ondercin, Officer Michael Dugan, Officer Elizabeth Perez, Captain Matthew Cinadr, 

Officer Daniel Schmock, and Detective Michael Laurello.  

The narratives written by the officers are consistent with the other records received by 

BCI (body-worn camera recordings, statements made by the officers to BCI agents in 

interviews, lab report, etcetera). 

The report for CHPD incident #  was attached to this investigative report. 

Please refer to the attachment for further details.  

SA Valente also received copies of handwritten notes created by Detective Robinson, 

electronic case notes/supplements created by Detective Robinson, Detective Michael 

Laurello (Detective Laurello), Captain Jeremy Young (Captain Young), and a statement 

authored by Jennifer Woda (Woda). 

CHPD Det. Robinson Scene Notes 1 of 2: 

This document was a copy of handwritten notes and a rough sketch of the scene made 

by Detective Robinson.  

CHPD Det. Robinson Scene Notes 2 of 2: 

This document was a continuation of the handwritten notes made by Detective 

Robinson.  

CHPD Det. Robinson Case Notes: 

This document was an electronic copy of Detective Robinson’s case notes as of 

September 3, 2024. The document noted it was a working draft copy and subject to 

change.  

The document noted: 

 Incident date, time, and location 

 date and time of death of the subject 

 the location of the subject at the scene 

 location of the subject’s firearm 

 a description of the subject’s firearm 

 notation of the involved officers’ firearms 

 details of the subject himself (date of birth, social security number, 

address, phone number) 

 names and information on family members of the subject 
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 a record of activity taken by Detective Robinson relative to this matter 

and his understanding of what transpired 

 notes from Detective Robinson’s review of body-worn camera recordings 

of involved and witness officers including chronologies of significant 

activity 

CHPD Det. Laurello Case Notes: 

This document was an electronic copy of Detective Laurello’s case notes as of August 

31, 2023.  

The document noted:  

 Officer Laurello’s summary of what transpired 

 Officer Laurello’s response to the scene and actions he took 

 Notation of statements made by family members of the subject 

CHPD Captain Young Case Notes: 

This document was an electronic copy of Captain Young’s case notes as of September 

2, 2023.  

The document noted:  

 Actions taken by Captain Young relative to this investigation including: 

o Notifying the mayor of the incident 

o Notifying the police chief of the incident 

o Confirming the involved officers were removed from the scene 

and separated at the police station to await BCI agents’ arrival 

o Noting the scene was secured prior to BCI agents’ arrival.  

Jennifer Woda Statement: 

This document is a written statement authored by Woda. Note the document was 

partially written by Woda herself and partially written by CHPD Officer Dugan at the 

request of Woda who stated she was unable to write at the time.  Woda reviewed the 

full written statement and signed the document. The text of the document is included 

below: 
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7. Jennifer Woda Statement 











































CLEVELAND HEIGHTS Incident Number

Investigative Report Title /  Subject:

On 8/30/2024 I was contacted by the Officer In Charge LT Gideon and called to the scene of an officer
involved shooting at 1309 Yellowstone Rd. in which physical evidence and witness statements made by family
members of the deceased (who were present to witness the crime), indicated the suspect who was identified as
Christian Alexander Tyson-Thomas attempted to kill officers by engaging them with a pistol and was
susbsequently shot by responding officers in defense of their lives.

Family members who were present at the house to observe the incident were;

-Christian Alexander Tyson-Thomas (suspect and deceased)
-Ferrel Lee Thomas(Father)
-Genesis Tyson-Thomas (Sister)
-Jacquelyn Fortson (Sister)

Upon arrival, I observed the scene as secured by CHPD officers to preserve evidence. On the north side of the
home, I observed the suspect's handgun in the grass with a spent shell casing that had been ejected from the
handgun on the ground as well.

I spoked to Ferrel Thomas (Father of suspect) at approximately 23:23:34 hours. He indicated that his son was
high and he went to his sisters room with a gun and fired it inside the home multiple times at which Ferrel told
his family to contact the police. At 23:27:06 hours, as captured on my body worn camera, I asked Ferrel if his
son Christian fired a weapon while outside of the home.

Ferrel responded, "Yeah, right before yall shot him and killed him."
I asked Ferrel, "He was outside when he shot?"
Ferrel responded, "I'm sure."
I asked Ferrel, "How do you know?"
Ferrel responded, "Because I was standing out here watching yall shoot him and kill him.

I told Ferrel that I was sorry and extended my condolences. I then offered to transport him away from the
scene to the police station with the rest of his family to which he refused.

At approximately 00:04am, Ferrel Thomas and his daughter Genesis Tyson-Thomas were approached by
Ferrel's mother in which the three family members discussed the incident and made additional statements
indicating that Christian Thomas attempted to kill police officers prior to them engaging him. These statements
were captured on Officer Dugan and  this detective's body worn cameras between the times of  00:04:00am -
00:05:15am and are as follows;

Ferrel's mother arrived and stated to Officer Dugan, "You murdered my child, let me see my son."
Ferrel then walked to his mother and hugged her and stated, "They didn't do it. He did it to him fuckin self!"
Ferrel's mother responded, "He killed himself?" 
Ferrel replied, "No he didn't."
Genesis Tyson-Thomas then interjected and stated to Ferrel's mother, "He was shooting at them." indicating
her brother Christian Thomas was shooting at police officers.

Body worn camera footage of the incriminating statements made by Ferrel and Genesis indicating the
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CLEVELAND HEIGHTS Incident Number

Investigative Report Title /  Subject:

attempted murder of police officers by Christian Thomas were locked down and preserved.

Upon BCI agents collecting evidence of the crime from within 1309 Yellowstone Rd., they indicated the
presence of a large quantity and variety of illegal dangerous drugs in the basement of the home. Detective
Robinson completed a search warrant that was subsequently signed by a county judge for this evidence.
Detective Captain Young, Detective Robinson and I then entered the home to collect the contraband. In the
basement, next to the pile of narcotics, I discovered Christian Thomas' Ohio Driver's license. Based on my
experience and training regarding narcotics investigations, I determined this to be evidence of possession and
knowledge of the illegal drugs by Christian Thomas. I also discovered packaging materials and scales with
narcotics residue on them. Based on my training and experience, the packaging materials coupled with scales
and the large quantities of narcotics that are so large they would not be considered as personal use, are all
indicative of drug trafficking operations. 
The following narcotics were photographed, collected from the scene, transported to the police station and
booked in by this detective;

-1LB BAG OF SUSPECTED PSILOCYBIN MUSHROOMS
-FOUR 1 GALLON BAGS OF SUSPECTED PSILOCYBIN MUSHROOMS 
-1LB BAG OF SUSPECTED MARIJUANA BULK FLOWER TRIM           
-ONE SHEET THE SIZE OF COMPUTER PAPER OF SUSPECTED LSD/ACID                                
-ONE BAGGIE OF 37 BLUE M30 SUSPECTED FENTANYL PRESSED PILLS              
-ONE SANDWICH BAGGIE SUSPECTED COCAINE                      
-TWO SQUARE BAGGIES OF SUSPECTED CRYSTAL METH                   
-SQUARE BAGGIE SUSPECTED CRYSTAL METH

See Detective Robinson's case notes for further.
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CLEVELAND HEIGHTS Incident Number

Investigative Report CASE NOTESTitle /  Subject:

#4-Envelope containing fired cartridge casing-quantity 1;Hornady 9mm Luger fired cartridge case. Located
front yard on ground. 

#5-Envelope containing fired cartridge casing-quantity 1;Hornady 9mm Luger fired cartridge case. Located
front yard on ground. 

#6-Envelope containing fired cartridge casing-quantity 1;Hornady 9mm Luger fired cartridge case. Located
front yard on ground. 

#7-Envelope containing fired cartridge casing-quantity 1; Hornady NATO 5.56 fired cartridge case. located
front yard of 1305 on flower bed. 

#8-Envelope containing fired cartridge casing-quantity 1; Hornady NATO 5.56 fired cartridge case. located
front yard of 1305 on flower bed. 

#9-Envelope containing fired cartridge casing-quantity 1; Hornady NATO 5.56 fired cartridge case. located
front yard of 1305 on flower bed. 

#10-Envelope containing fired cartridge casing-quantity 1; Hornady NATO 5.56 fired cartridge case. located
front yard of 1305 on flower bed. 

#11-Envelope containing fired cartridge casing-quantity 1; Hornady NATO 5.56 fired cartridge case. located
front yard of 1305 on flower bed. 

#12-Envelope containing fired cartridge casing-quantity 1; Hornady NATO 5.56 fired cartridge case. located
front yard of 1305 on flower bed. 

#13-Envelope containing fired cartridge casing-quantity 1; Hornady NATO 5.56 fired cartridge case. located
front yard of 1305 on flower bed. 

#14-Envelope containing fired cartridge casing-quantity 1; Hornady NATO 5.56 fired cartridge case. located
front yard of 1305 on flower bed. 

#15-Envelope containing fired cartridge casing-quantity 1; Hornady NATO 5.56 fired cartridge case. located
front yard of 1305 on flower bed. 

#16-Envelope containing fired cartridge casing-quantity 1; Hornady NATO 5.56 fired cartridge case. located
front yard of 1305 on flower bed. 

#17-Envelope containing fired cartridge casing-quantity 1; Hornady NATO 5.56 fired cartridge case. located
front yard of 1305 on flower bed. 

#18-Envelope containing fired cartridge casing-quantity 1; Hornady NATO 5.56 fired cartridge case. located
front yard of 1305 on flower bed. 
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CLEVELAND HEIGHTS Incident Number

Investigative Report CASE NOTESTitle /  Subject:

#19-Envelope containing fired cartridge casing-quantity 1; Hornady NATO 5.56 fired cartridge case. located
front yard of 1305 on flower bed. 

#20-Envelope containing fired cartridge casing-quantity 1; Hornady NATO 5.56 fired cartridge case. located
front yard of 1305 on flower bed. 

#21-Envelope containing fired cartridge casing-quantity 1; Hornady NATO 5.56 fired cartridge case. located
front yard of 1305 on flower bed. 

#22-Envelope containing fired cartridge casing-quantity 1; Hornady NATO 5.56 fired cartridge case. located
front yard of 1305 on flower bed. 

#23- Envelope containing handcuffs-quantity 1. Handcuffs taken off subject

#24-Envelope containing fired cartridge casing-quantity 1; Hornady NATO 5.56 fired cartridge case. located
front yard between 1315 & 1321 Yellowstone

#25-Envelope containing fired cartridge casing-quantity 1; Hornady NATO 5.56 fired cartridge case. located
front yard between 1315 & 1321 Yellowstone

#26-Envelope containing fired cartridge casing-quantity 1; Hornady NATO 5.56 fired cartridge case. located
front yard between 1315 & 1321 Yellowstone

#27-Envelope containing fired cartridge casing-quantity 1; Hornady NATO 5.56 fired cartridge case. located
front yard between 1315 & 1321 Yellowstone

#28-Envelope containing fired cartridge casing-quantity 1; Sig 9mm luger fired cartridge casing. -Located
garage man door inside 1309 on floor. 

#29-Envelope containing cartridge-quantity 1. 1 Sig 9mm luger unfired cartridge. Located basement of 1309. 

#30- Envelope containing cartridge-quantity 2 . 2Sig 9mm luger unfired cartridge. Located basement of 1309
nightstand

#31-Envelope containing cartridge-quantity 10. 10 Sig 9mm luger unfired cartridge. Located basement of
1309.  

#32- Envelope containing cellphone- quantity 1, black cellphone- located kitchen counter of 1309

#33- Paper bag containing gun case- quantity 1. Taurus gun case with 2 unloaded magazines. Located
upstairs bedroom of 1309

#34- Envelope containing cellphone- quantity 1, Apple. iPhone. Apple I phone- located kitchen counter of
1309. Located upstairs bedroom of 1309
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CLEVELAND HEIGHTS Incident Number

Investigative Report CASE NOTESTitle /  Subject:

In 2236 hours: South Euclid Police Department: Chris Hiller (6906)- Out time: 0045 hours

In 2240 hours: Shaker Heights Police: David Emlaw (9264), Rodney Munson (9253)- Out time: 0045 hours

In:2303 hours: Cleveland Heights Police Captain Young, Det Robinson, Det Laurello- Out time: 0820 hours

In:2328 hours: Residents of 1305 Yellow Stone

08-30-2024

In: 0006 hours- Family of 1309 Yellowstone Road. - Out time: 0045 hours

In: 0020 hours- BCI agents Nick Valente #139, Laurna Mcclintock #138, Matt Armstront, Allision Fletcher,
Dan Borner #135.  Out time: 0827 hours

In time: 0401 hours. Cuyahoga County Medical Examiner’s Office- Dr Gilson #1, Dr. Weaver #6, Larchman
#71, Perez #1069, Bostwick #10. Out time :0430 hours. 

In time: 0704 hours Cleveland Heights Firearm.- Out Time: 0720 hours

In time: 0746 hours- Cleveland Heights Police Det Hood. Out time: 0820 hours

**It should be noted this log with kept with patrol officers from Cleveland Heights. It appears not every time
and party was documented. **--WGR--

-Evidence taken from second search warrant at 1309 Yellowstone was taken back to the Cleveland Heights
Police department where it was photographed and booked into evidence by Det Laurello. Ref his statement for
further about evidence. --WGR--

-Below are the items booked into evidence by Det Laurello:

-1LB BAG OF SUSPECTED PSILOCYBIN MUSHROOMS
-FOUR 1 GALLON BAGS OF SUSPECTED PSILOCYBIN MUSHROOMS 
-1LB BAG OF SUSPECTED MARIJUANA BULK FLOWER TRIM           
-ONE SHEET THE SIZE OF COMPUTER PAPER OF SUSPECTED LSD/ACID                             
-ONE BAGGIE OF 37 BLUE M30 SUSPECTED FENTANYL PRESSED PILLS              
-ONE SANDWICH BAGGIE SUSPECTED COCAINE                      
-TWO SQUARE BAGGIES OF SUSPECTED CRYSTAL METH                   
-SQUARE BAGGIE SUSPECTED CRYSTAL METH

It should be noted that where the above items were located in the basement, Christian state ID card was located
on floor next to the box. --WGR--

-Case created in WatchGuard. --WGR--
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CLEVELAND HEIGHTS Incident Number

Investigative Report CASE NOTESTitle /  Subject:

You can hear Ferell and Christian arguing inside of the residence, it is inaudible. 

-2214:44 hours  Ofc Dugan advises radio/officers that they appear to be near the man door near the garage.
You can hear Ferell telling Christian not to go outside.

-2215:11hours  you can hear Ferell pleading to Christian to take his finger off the trigger

-2216:28 hours you observe the man door to the garage open slightly and hear Christian state " I would never
do that, I would never, I would never".

-2216:57 hours Ofc Dugan advises radio/officers Christian went back inside

-2217:54 hours Ofc Dugan advised Ofc Perez and Ofc Franklin that he has dealt with this kid 

-2218-27 hours Ofc Franklin advised she just heard a "click"

-2218:37 hours- Ofc Dugan advised of hearing the noise and it is confirmed an officer on perimeter advised it
was them over the radio

-2219:28 hours Ofc Dugan advised to ofc Perez and Ofc Franklin the upstairs blinds are closed

-2220:37/38- loud noise- believed to be when Christian jumps through sun room window-north is heard

-2220:42 hours- Ofc Dugan moves position to where Ofc Perez and Ofc Franklin are at. **It should be noted
that have their pistols and he has his rifle**

-2220:43 hours- Ofc Perez yells " show me your hands"

-2220:44 hours-  You hear what appears to be a gun shot being fired- unknown who fires

-2220:45/46 hours- Loud yelling and screaming is heard

-2220:48 hours- You hear multiple gun shots being fired 

-2221:03 hours- Ofc Dugan, Ofc Franklin, Ofc Perez are unable to engage suspect due to not seeing him. A
caution of cross fire is heard over the radio 

-2223:59- Ofc Dugan arrives at officers with Christian and begins rendering aid. 

No shots fired by Ofc Dugan. 

--WGR--
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CLEVELAND HEIGHTS Incident Number

Investigative Report CASE NOTESTitle /  Subject:

2245:54 hours" Ferell states " but he did it, motherfucker, know what the fuck he did to himself. motherfucker
". 

2251:46- Ferell states " Yall killed him, you murdered him my son, but he came out here firing a weapon, I
should have stayed in the house".

2252:53 hours: Ferell states" he came out and opened fired, don’t even seem real right now, it seemed real
while it was happening" . 

2311:49 hours - I arrive to speak with Ferell who is with his ex-father in law Quinten. I ask him if he wants to
come back to the station and speak, which Ferell states no. I advise him no one is allowed into the house. 

2312:29 hours Ferell asks me where is son is. I tell him he is in the next driveway over- 1305 Yellowstone
Road. I then advise him that his son, Christian has passed away

2322:37 hours Det Laurello comes over to speak with Ferell. 

2322:34 hours Ferell states " my son come down high as a kite, waiving a fucking gun around, I should of just
stayed in the house with him. I should have stayed in the house with him. "

2324:32 Det Laurello asks what he was high on to Ferell. Ferell answers and states he thinks he was high on
mushrooms. Ferell states he told Christian he had to move out. Ferell tells Christian he had to get all of his crap
out of there. He was cool before he got high, Just went all the way bad, I could see it in his eyes. Ferell states
Christian Thought someone had killed his sister. Shot the gun in the house. Shot it more than once. Ferell
states he told everyone to call the cops. Ferell states all I could do was talk to him. I’d rather just him shot me
and snap out of it.

2327:06 hours Det Laurello asks if Christian fired the gun outside, Ferell stated " Yeah, right before yall shot
him and killed him.". Det Laurello  asked Ferrell, "He was outside when he shot?". Ferrell responded, "I'm
sure.". Det Laurello  asked Ferrell, "How do you know? “Farrell responded, "Because I was standing out here
watching yall shoot him and kill him.

--WGR--

- Officer Franklins body camera mirrors what Ofc Dugan and Ofc Perez while the incident is unfolding. After
shooting,  Ofc Franklin enters the property with Ofc Perez and Captain Cinadr to conduct a protective sweep
for injured parties. Genesis is with them to grab some property. 

No shots fired by Ofc Franklin

--WGR--

Officer Guyton Body camera- Position in front of residence in street
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-2220:44 hours You head a gun shot, unknown who fires. Radio traffic follows indicating shots were fired

Officer Guyton then runs away from the residence towards his cruiser in front of 1315 Yellowstone taking
cover

No shots fired from Ofc Guyton.

--WGR--

Officer Elbiri- Position is west of 1315 Yellowstone near cruiser. He does not fire any rounds. He then assists
officers on scene. 

--WGR--

09-03-2024

-CCH for Christian and Ferrel printed and scanned into my Z drive. --WGR--

- I took possesion of suspected narcotics from search warrant from Ofc Schoffstall. I will pre log items into
Cuyahoga County Regional Forensic Science Labatory portal. --WGR--

-Lt Kinley from University Heights Police Department contacted me and advised he would re send the link for
their bodycamera footage. --WGR--

-link for bodycamera footage from University Heights Police Department was downloaded and preserved in
my Z drive. --WGR--
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